
for you to do to be the 

best that you can be  

moving forward. I     

believe in you, though 

the particulars of your 

future have not yet 

been written and you 
have not yet chosen 

your next pastor. 

 

I believe in you because 

I have experienced in 

you the light of God’s 

love and the desire to 

do what you are called 

to do to continue to be 

a faithful presence, in 

the Spencer area and 

beyond. 

 

Thank you, for being 

you. 

Pastor Casey 

“I believe in you.” Isn’t 

that one of the nicest 

things that you can hear 

from someone? It’s not 

the kind of comment 

you get from a stranger 

or a mere acquaintance. 
It comes from       

somebody who has 

thought about who you 

are and is moved to  

offer a word of                 

encouragement and     

affirmation. It comes 

from love. 

As I do that work of 

“pondering” regarding 

the people, the ministry, 

the  present reality and 

future possibility of this         

congregation, I want 

you to know that I    

believe in you. I believe 

in you collectively and           

individually. I believe in 

the faithfulness I see    

expressed in your 
words and actions. I  

believe in the love you 

have for one  another 

and have shared with 

me. I  believe in your 

strong history, who you 

know yourselves to be 

in the present, and your  

ability to listen to God 

to imagine your future.  

     

I believe in the          

extravagant generosity 

and  simple caring of 

this church. I believe in 

you, even if some of 

you may struggle to  

believe in yourselves.  

 

I believe in you, even 

though (like any church) 

there is important work 

Pastor’s Message 
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Church News 

Condolences… 
To Barb Jacobson on 

the passing of her step 

father Clifford Schmidt 

on February 26, Elina 

Ozolins on the passing 

of her brother Uwe 

Ozolins on March 11, 
to the family of Bob 

Zinn on his passing 

March 14, to the family 

of Dick Terpstra on his 

passing March 19, Betty 

Weikum on the passing 

of her brother John 

Vance on March 29.  

 
Hospitalizations/

Surgeries… 
Neal Conover who has 

a severe infection in his 

back, Carolann    

Fullerton after her   

surgery.  

 
Thank You’s… 
• Thank you        

everyone for the 

lovely Christmas 

card. I didn’t know 

who sent it to me 
so “tracked” it 

down.  

       Mary Lou Hoffman 

  
• The red carnation 

was lovely. I like 

carnations because 

they stay fresh so 

long! It was so nice 

to be remembered. 

I so miss being a 

part of things but 
this COVID year 

has been hard on       

everyone. Thank 

you for being so 

caring.  

            Marcie Muckey 
 
Church Member 

Need… 
• Mary Lou Hoffman 

is looking for  
someone to mow 

her yard. She will 

pay for their      

services. Please 

contact the church 

if you are           

interested. 

 

Thoughts… 

 
Anticipating Life’s 

Waves 
Joni Eareckson Tada, 

who was paralyzed  

after a diving accident, 

described swimming in 

the ocean as a child. 

Because the waves 

looked so high, her first 

inclination was to swim 

away from them. That, 
however, just left her 

tossed about and 

sometimes held       

underwater. “The best 

thing,” she discovered, 

“was to swim fast    

toward [the waves] and 

dive under them before 

they had a chance to 

break on top of you.” 

That’s true with life’s 

“waves of crisis or   

difficulty” too, says Tada. 

“The best way to beat 

those waves of   trials 

and tough        challeng-

es is to face them. Head-

on. Almost anticipating 

them.  Sometimes I find 
myself literally diving in-

to the middle of a prob-

lem  before it has a 

chance to crash on top 

of me.” When problems 

are about to break on 

top of you, what helps 

you face them and stand 

your ground?         —

adapted from The Wired 

Word 

  

Believing In 

Sometimes we get 

caught up in thinking we 

need to understand God 

in order to have faith. 

But faith is more about 

trust than knowledge; 

it’s more about believing 

in someone than       

believing information. A 

child, for instance, 

doesn’t have to know 

the precise roads to 

Grandma’s house; he 

only needs to believe          

in his parents and their 

ability and desire to get 

him there safely.        
Similarly, we need not 

understand all the     

intricacies of how God 

works; we can take a 

cue from the disciples 
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and let belief in the risen 

Christ transform and 

empower us. 

In the words of        
Madeleine L’Engle (The 

Rock That Is Higher): “The 

disciples did not bother 

to try to understand the 

resurrection body. They 

doubted, and then they 

believed. They believed 

something so wonderful 

that it changed this    

broken, fragmented, 

beaten-down little group 

of men and women in a 

moment from depression 

to enthusiasm, from  

despair to new life,     

vibrant and unafraid.” 

   Newsletter Newsletter 

 



HOLY WEEK  
(Note: All services below will 

have the usual     

livestreaming and  recorded 

options. Times/days for  

cable broadcasts, other 

than  Sunday services, are 

not yet set.) 

 
Maundy Thursday is on 

April 1 at 6 p.m. and will 

include communion and a 

special focus on that last 

night before Christ’s   

passion. 

 
Good Friday is on April 

2 at 6 p.m.  We will have 

a traditional Tenebrae 

service of candles and 

readings. 

 
Easter is on April 4.  

Grab your Easter bonnet 

and come celebrate   

Resurrection Sunday with 

your church family.  Our 

celebration will include 

special music,           

communion, and a fun 

easter egg hunt for the 

kids following service. 

and beloved community 

with God the Father and 

all God's children. We 

bow in awe before your 

majesty, giving thanks for 

your grace extended so 

bountifully to us. By the 

From the grave’s depths, 

Lord Jesus Christ, you 

emerged, breaking the 

hold of sin, death and 

hell, that those who trust 

in you might share in 

your righteousness, life 

power of your Spirit who 

lives within us, may we 

share the astonishing 

news of your             

resurrection with others, 

that they also may know 

your saving grace. Amen. 

Holy Week 

An Easter Prayer 

Easter Offering 

this group, literally from 

the ground up.) In    

addition to a monetary 

offering, we also invite 

your prayer support for 

the local outreach    

efforts of Atlas, Grand 

Avenue Community 

Outreach, and Upper 

Des Moines             

Opportunity. These 

three organizations 

work alongside the faith 

communities of Spencer 

to bring assistance to an 

ever-increasing number 

of our neighbors. While 

monetary gifts to them 

are always needed and 

appreciated, we wanted 

to remind our members 

of the ongoing            

importance of our prayer 

support for these and 

other mission and      

outreach organizations 

that serve “the least 

among us” and, in many 

cases, work to share the 

sense of hope we have as 

people of faith. We thank 

you for your continued 

generosity. 

The Core Ministry of 

Missions has determined 

to have our Easter      

offering be two-fold. We 

have decided to have 

monies sent to Love 

Takes Root in Haiti. With 

ongoing unrest, we feel 

the monies can be    

channeled through this 

organization and, with the 

guidance of the     

Wilkerson's, it can be 

used in the correct    

places. (Many of our  

congregation have been 

personally involved with 

Gods power 

was at work in 

Christ when 

God raised him 

from the dead 

and sat him at 

Gods right side 

in the heavens.”  

Ephesians 1:20 
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THANK YOU!!! By the 

time you read this, we 

will have completed our 

work on your behalf;  

engaging you in          

conversation about the 

past, present, and future 

of First Congregational 

Church of Spencer. We 

have completed our 

Transition Team Report, 

including the outline of 

God’s Vision for the   

future of our church, 

which you will vote on at 

the Congregational  

Meeting, scheduled for 

April 18th, following   

worship. At that meeting 

you’ll also get the chance 

to vote on a Pastoral 

Search Committee who, 

with the help of the    

Executive Council, will be 

able to hit the ground 

running in their search 

for our new pastor. (In 

answer to the oft-

repeated question; no, 

we cannot say how long 

it will take to find a    

pastor, but Pastor Casey 

is very optimistic about 

our chances.) 

Thank you for placing 

your trust in us to guide 

this process. We ask that 

you offer the same trust 

and support for the soon-

to-be-called Search  

Committee. May God 

bless their work, just as 

God has blessed ours. 

Yours faithfully, 

Your Transition Team: 

Don Hemphill, Jennifer 

Loudermilk, Jay 

Oldenkamp (and Pastor 

Casey as resource) 

 

Transition Team  

Capital Campaign  

Congregational 

Meeting 

April 18 

After Worship 

 

Transitional Team 

Report and Vote on 

Pastoral Search 

Committee 
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Phase 3 complete 

used as previously 

planned.  

 

To do this, we do need 

to ask for your help to 

reach our goal of 

$180,000 for a capital 

campaign. This donation 

would be above and   

beyond your normal   

annual giving. Based on 

past giving, yet not  

knowing how the       

pandemic has affected 

each of us, our current 

plan is to not solicit 

funds from anyone   

directly but instead to 

ask that we           

anonymously adopt a  

donation bucket; should 

God put it on your 

heart to do so. The  

intention of each        

donation bucket is that it 

is paid in three          

consecutive years.    

However, if you want to 

pay all three years in year 

one, you will not be told 

“no”, we promise. The 

donation buckets are as 

follows: 

●  3 donors agree to 

$5,000 annually per    

donor ($15,000/donor 

over 3 years) 

●  6 donors agree to 

$2,500 annually per 

donor ($7,500/donor 

over 3 years) 

●  12 donors agree to 

$1,250 annually per    

donor ($3,750/donor 

over 3 years) 

  

The life of the church 

roof has expired and  

began to leak in several 

places. Unlike the roof of 

your home when we talk 

in thousands or tens of 

thousands of dollars, a 

roof the size of our 

church has an estimated 

cost of $225,000. We are 

blessed to be a strong 

church, both collectively 

and financially; however, 

to pay for this project, 

the Capital Improvement 

Fund had to borrow 

money that has been  

gifted to the church with 

other designations. It is 

important that we honor 

the intentions of those 

gifts, so it is time to    

return those funds to be 

●  24 donors agree to 

$625 annually per donor 

($1,875/donor over 3 

years) 

●  Other donation $___     

annually per donor       

$ /donor over 3 years)  
 

This donation can come 

to the church in many 

forms: Stock, grain,     

retirement funds RMDs, 

other assets and cash.  



 

For many of us, Easter has 

represented a time to reflect 

on Christ’s sacrifice and   

resurrection. While this   

ultimate act of love has been 

worthy of our edification for 

the past two millennia, I want 

to suggest that we consider 

emulation as well. There is 

great power in having a  

grateful heart, but sometimes 

I wonder if we’re missing 

something deeper within the 

Easter story. Namely that 

Christ’s life, death, and    

resurrection could be      

revealing the great pattern of 

transformation. 

 
I’ve heard it said that our 

culture today has an addiction 

to comfort. We spend much 

effort avoiding discomfort and 

often confuse pain with   

aversion. It is clear that truly 

being transformed comes at a 

cost; surrender is a          

prerequisite. It’s              

understandable why we want 

to avoid the difficult things, 

but as Meister Eckhart said: 

“Only the hand that erases 

can write the true thing.”1 In 

order to become anew we 

have to let the parts of us 

that are already dead fall 

away. Too often, we will  

instead revert to control and 

attempt to ‘white-knuckle’ 

our way through. The    

Apostle Paul said it best when 

he advised one of his   

churches to not “…redouble 

our   efforts, but simply   

embrace what the Spirit is 

doing in us.”2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us this Easter season trust 

the dying as Christ did,  

drawing on the strength of 

our faith which clearly shows 

resurrection is just around 

the corner if we do. Perhaps 

that’s a part of this past 

COVID year – God is  calling 

us to a reborn and new 

practicing safe  
social distancing.   
 
A special thank you to    
Randall and Kathy Anderson 
for helping line up the    
venue and food. Also a huge 
shout out to those that  
donated and brought cars! 
 

What an awesome time 
together at our Family RC 
Car Day!  We had an       
outstanding turn out and 
everyone really got into the 
groove of racing cars and 
were very competitive.  
 
While recharging         
batteries, we played fun 
games  and so enjoyed the 
interaction with all while 

 

Contemplative Corner 

March Family RC Car Day 

Family Fun Day 

(time/specific activity) are 

still TBD. We just wanted 

to make sure everyone had 

a chance to "save the date" 

and hopefully join us!  

This month our Family  

Outing will be to partake in 

an activity with our resident 

"naturalist," Brianne Bloom 

who serves on the Clay 

County Conservation 

Board. This will occur on 

April 24th, and will be for 

children and youth but   

parents are welcome to join 

as well. The exact details 

 

 

 

RC Car Day... 

Engaging our youth in a fun and family 

friendly event! 
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 Van Dyke Clan 

2021 

‘normal.’ As the Franciscan 

sister Ilia Delio wrote:  
Something dies but    

something new is born – 

which is why the chaos of 

our times is, in a strange 

way, a sign of hope;   

something new is being 

born within. Out of chaos, 

a star is born. Breakdown 

can be a break through if 

we recognize a new     

pattern of life struggling to 

emerge.”3 

 

1
Meister Eckhart, The Complete 

Mystical Works. Herder and 

Herder. 2010 
2
Romans 8:3-4 

(MSG) 
3
Delio, Ilia. “Dear God,” 

The Omega Center, 2020, https://

omegacenter.info/dear-god/ 

https://omegacenter.info/dear-god/
https://omegacenter.info/dear-god/


from home during their 

designated half hour 

time set. You will    

receive information to 

guide your prayer time. 

Please sign up to     

participate in the 12 

Hour Prayer Vigil, 

Thursday, May 6 from 

7am—7 pm  . Each  

participant will pray 

Leggett and Robbie Gerlock for 

their time and talents. They 

have and will continue to have 

training to run the equipment. 

They both seem to enjoy the 

process and are eager to learn 

more. Also a big thank you to 

Matt Bryant and Joseph Leggett 

for their countless hours spent 

upgrading equipment, purging 
unnecessary items and    

streamlining the process. Hope 

you are enjoying worship more 

each week.                                    

Thank you for your patience 

during our transition to new 

audio and visual equipment. All 

components have been      

installed and we have noticed a 

marked improvement in sound 

quality and visual appearance, 

we hope that all of you are 

having a better worship      

experience.  We would also 
like to thank our church family 

for the donation received to 

make this an immediate      

possibility and we did not have 

to wait.                               

We would like to thank Irie 

                  Pilgrim Fellowship Fundraiser 

Laughter... 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS 

FOR JULY 18 

WORSHIP ON 

THE QUEEN!! 
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Support Our Youth!! 

Picture not available of 

Matt & Joseph together,  

However this pic looks 

like a morph of the two of 

them! HA HA 

PF YOUTH SOUP  

TO GO 
     April 18, 2021 

      11:15—Until After Meeting 

Chili, Chicken Noodle, Beef Stew 

Corn Bread & Dessert 

         

           Free Will Offering 

PF 

Prayer Vigil  



Taylor Allen 

5981 Stevens Road 

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060 

(son of Gregg & Kris Allen) 

 

Evan Ball 

4120 Van Buren Avenue 

Sutherland, IA 51058 

(grandson of Jackie Ball) 

 
Brandon Black 

11501 Maass Road #206 

Bellevue, NE 68123 

Brandon.black85@yahoo.com 

(son of Jon & Lori Black) 

 

Russell Drake 

11124 S.E. 100th Avenue 

Happy Valley, OR 97086 

(grandson of Norma Drake) 

 

COL Robert F. Howe 

7111 Ardennes Loop 

Fort Hood, TX 76544 

(son of Tom & Katie Howe) 

Major Mark Ivey 

6 Elgallo 

Cedar Crest, NM 87008 

(husband of Cara Wilkerson-

Ivey) 

 

Nathan Jones 

Address Not Yet Available 

(son of Deb Jepson) 

 
1st SGT Jared Leonard 

6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D 

Jber, AK 99506 

(son of Barb Mugge) 

 

Adam Norgaard 

519 East 10th Street 

Spencer, IA 51301 

(son of Linda Norgaard,   grand-

son of LaVonne Peterson) 

 

Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan 

166 Ent Road 

Hamscom FFB, MA 01731 

(grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 

CPL Nicholas Sundblad 

P.O. Box 493 

San Clemente, CA 92674 

(son of Steve & Wanda 

Sundblad) 

 

Major Kathryn Polking 

949 MDVSS 

APO, AE 09366 

(sister-in-law of Alison Munter) 
 

PVT Daniel Wilkerson 

Fort Lee, VA 

(will be moving soon) 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 

 

Captain Matt Wilkerson 

1310 W. Wrightwood Ave., 

Unit R 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 

 

 

20; 2:00pm Central Time. 

 
Saturday, June 19, Central 

Time  

*11:00 am Moderator Cindy 

Bacon Hammer Greets 

Newcomers  

11:30 am Congregational 

Lecturer  

12:30 pm Break  

1:00 pm Business Meeting 

2:30 pm Break  

2:45 pm Introducing the 

New Lay Ministry Training 

Program  

3:00 pm Chat with the New 

Executive Director  

3:30 pm Break  

4:00 pm Bible Lecture #1 

5:00 pm Workshop 1—

Write-On  

5:45 pm Workshop 2—

The NACCC Annual 

Meeting and Conference 

will be held June 19 & 20 

(Saturday & Sunday) 

NOTE: The In-person 

2021 Annual Meeting 

scheduled for Spokane, 

Washington has been 

cancelled and is now 

virtual.  

 

REGISTER NOW 

There is no registration 

fee, but registration is 

required. 

 

Start Time on Saturday, 

June 19; 11:00am     

Central Time, Start 

Time on Sunday, June 

Lectio Divina  

6:30 pm Workshop 3—

Younger Generation/

Christian Mission  

7:15 pm Break  

7:30 pm Social Break-Out 

Rooms  

 

Sunday, June 20, Central 

Time 2:00 pm Workshop 

4—Lay Ministry Class  

2:45 pm Workshop 5—

Ecclesiastical Council Panel 

3:30 pm Break  

4:00 pm Worship (with  

Necrology)  

5:30 pm Bible Lecture #2 

6:30 pm Dinner with     

Missionaries  

8:00 pm Bible Lecture #3 

9:00 pm Goodbyes and 

Thank You   

Remembering Our Military  

NACCC Annual Meeting & Conference—Virtual 
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They would love to 

hear from you, send 

a card and make 

their day! 

9:15 pm Social Break-Out 

Rooms  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvf-2prjssGNaqKTRFl-BuCQTVrwygd6Q2


First Congregational 
Church is a member of the 

National Association of 
Congregational Christian 
Churches and the Iowa-

Nebraska Association of 
Congregational Christian 
Churches  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

April Anniversaries 
 
Apr 9 Tom R. & Katie Howe 
Apr 10 Jim & Nancy Sieh 
Apr 14 Tom & Nyla Throckmorton 
Apr 15 Dave & Jane Nelson 
Apr 16 Frank & Sylvia Nelson 
Apr 20 Curt & Anita Miller 
Apr 27 John & Jessica Thoren 

April Birthdays 
 
Apr 1 Kevin Brown 
 Alison Munter 
 Cathy Andela-Ruth 
Apr 2 Jessica Thoren 
Apr 4 Evalyn Simpson 
Apr 5 Brady Kluender 
Apr 6 LaChelle Updyke 
Apr 7  Jacque Heinrichs 
Apr 9 Brea Schmidt 
Apr 10 Sheryl Patten 
Apr 12 Rusty Ruth 
Apr 13 Ronda Plautz 
 Bob Whittenburg 
Apr 14 Megan Hinrichsen 
Apr 15 Tom Van Tassell 
Apr 17 Karl Heinrichs 
 Jake Hinrichsen 
 Mildred Stengel 
Apr 18 Jon Black 
Apr 19 Tom Johnson 
 Michael Moret 
Apr 23 Dixie Barber 
Apr 26 John Prather 
Apr 27 Tyler Conley 
 Judy Van Dyke 
Apr 28 Joe Skow 
Apr 29 Rhonda Baish 
Apr 30 Ben Hemphill 

April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Visit us on Facebook 

 
First Congregational Church 

1212 First Avenue Wet, Spencer, IA 51301 
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org 
FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 

Pastor: Casey vanderBent pastor@congospencer.org 
Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett 

familyministry@congospencer.org 
Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg  

office@congospencer.org 
Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins 

Chancel Choir Director: Deb Jepson/Judy Hemphill 
Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans 

Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn 
 
 

BE SURE TO 

SPRING  

FORWARD 

MARCH 14 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. 

Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by 

loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,     

missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s 

grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of 

God.  

Mission Statement 


