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September 25, 2022                                         10:30 a.m. 

AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
16TH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

September 25, 2022                                                            10:30 a.m.  

                                 FOR YOUR REFLECTION 
“If you want to find something to be offended about, you will. If you 
want to find something to be thankful for, you will. You can do both at 
the same time.”                                                           — Bill Weller 
PRELUDE              “Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me”                           
                                                                            by Craig McKibben 

GREETING        
 LEADER: The Lord be with you.  (extending arms)  

 PEOPLE: And also with you. (Congregation responds 
   with extended arms.) 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 147) 

 Leader: How good to sing praises to our God! How         
   delightful and fitting!   
 People:  He heals the brokenhearted and bandages 
   their wounds.   

 Leader: He counts the stars and calls them all by name. 

 People:  How great is our Lord: His power is           
   absolute! His understanding is beyond   
   comprehension!  
 All:  Sing out your thanks to the Lord; sing   
   praises to our God. 
SPECIAL MUSIC      “Blessed Be the Name”       by Ralph E. Hudson 
              Duet—Oboe Maggie Moser and Piano Elina Ozolins-Leander 

*INVOCATION: Father, let the truth of your word penetrate our 
 hearts more deeply than any experience, any                
 disappointment, and even every trauma. Enable us by 
 your Word to allow those hidden things to be brought  
 into the light, so that healing may begin, in Jesus’ name. 
 Amen.  
COVENANT: (see screen) 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                        #558 

*PASS THE PEACE  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ MOMENT                             Joseph Leggett 

 

 
                           *All who are able, please stand 



PASTORAL PRAYER                          
 & LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts” see screen)  

THE OFFERING Ponder the gifts you will offer to God: 
                               your tithes, your time, your resources. 
 OFFERTORY         “Fairest Lord Jesus”  
                                                                      by Daniel E. Gawthorp 

  *DOXOLOGY                                                               #563              

 *OFFERTORY PRAYER 

MIDDLE HYMN   “God Is Here! As We His People”    vs 1 & 4   #486 

SCRIPTURE READINGS (see insert)  

MEDITATION             “From Resentment to Ruin”          David Lyons 
*CLOSING MUSIC       “Let Me Feel You Shine”            Praise Team 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL BLESSING         “God Be With You”                     #580 
  God be with you till we meet again 
  By his counsels guide, uphold you, 
  With his sheep securely fold you; 
  God be with you till we meet again. Amen.           

POSTLUDE             “All Creatures of Our God and King”          
                                                                               by Gregg Sewell 
                          

                           *All who are able, please stand 

 

    **Please join us for prayer time after worship service today. 
                       Let’s pray for our church community.   
 
 
 
                  

  

 

Fellowship Hour: Mike & Sheryl Patten 
Greeter: David Lynn 
Nursery: Nora Conover, Jersey Norgaard 
Sight, Sound & Light: Matt Bryant, Robbie       
Gerlock, Irie Leggett, Max Munter 
Ushers: Frank Edington, Bob Rose, John Zinn 
Worship Assistant: Judy Van Dyke 

 

 
Proud to be a member of the National Association of 
Congregational Christian Churches and the Iowa-Nebraska 
Association of Congregational Christian Churches. 

MISSION STATEMENT ~ FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ~ SPENCER, IOWA 
The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. Bound by our 
covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by loving, helping and    
supporting our church family and others through fellowship, missions, and outreach. Our    
philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s grace by freely thinking and building 
personal relationships with Christ to the glory of God. 

Ministers - All 

Today’s Pastor - David Lyons 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry– Joseph Leggett 

familyministry@congospencer.org 

Church Secretary - Michelle Tullberg 

office@congospencer.org 

Organist / Accompanist / Bell Choir &   

Choir Director - Elina Leander-Ozolins 

Building Managers - Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn 

PF Fishing Outing  
Saturday, October 1 

1:00—4:00 
Stolley Park  

Please bring your own  
fishing pole, bait provided. 

Let Joseph know if you need a 
fishing pole.  

Youth 15 and under do not need 
a license, if over 16 and do not 

have one, contact Joseph. 

“Dream Together Pot Luck” 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 

11:30—1:00 
RSVP to church office 

 
Are you interested in revitalizing our church, join us                      

for a conversation, over a meal and fellowship.  
Contact Joseph with questions.  

 



Scriptures September 25, 2022 
 

2 Samuel 16:23 
23 Now in those days the advice Ahithophel gave was like that of one who inquires 
of God. That was how both David and Absalom regarded all of Ahithophel’s advice.  
 

2 Samuel 15:10-12 
10 Then Absalom sent secret messengers throughout the tribes of Israel to say, “As 
soon as you hear the sound of the trumpets, then say, ‘Absalom is king in        
Hebron.’”  
 
11 Two hundred men from Jerusalem had accompanied Absalom. They had been 
invited as guests and went quite innocently, knowing nothing about the matter.  
 
12 While Absalom was offering sacrifices, he also sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, 
David’s counselor, to come from Giloh, his hometown. And so the conspiracy gained 
strength, and Absalom’s following kept on increasing.  
 

2 Samuel 15:31-34 
31 Now David had been told, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” 
So David prayed, “LORD, turn Ahithophel’s counsel into foolishness.” 
 
32 When David arrived at the summit, where people used to worship God, 
Hushai the Arkite was there to meet him, his robe torn and dust on his head.  

33 David said to him, “If you go with me, you will be a burden to me.  
 
34 But if you return to the city and say to Absalom, ‘Your  Majesty, I will be your 
servant; I was your father’s    servant in the past, but now I will be your          
servant,’ then you can help me by frustrating Ahithophel’s advice. 

 
2 Samuel 16:15-23 

15 Meanwhile, Absalom and all the men of Israel came to Jerusalem, and         
Ahithophel was with him.  
 
16 Then Hushai the Arkite, David’s confidant, went to Absalom and said to him, 
“Long live the king! Long live the king!” 

17 Absalom said to Hushai, “So this is the love you show your friend? If he’s your 
friend, why didn’t you go with him?” 

18 Hushai said to Absalom, “No, the one chosen by the LORD, by these people, and 
by all the men of Israel—his I will be, and I will remain with him.  

19 Furthermore, whom should I serve? Should I not serve the son? Just as I served 
your father, so I will serve you.” 
 
20 Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give us your advice. What should we do?” 

 

 

 

21 Ahithophel answered, “Sleep with your father’s concubines whom he left to take 
care of the palace. Then all Israel will hear that you have made yourself obnoxious 
to your father, and the hands of everyone with you will be more resolute.”  

22 So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he slept with his father’s  
concubines in the sight of all Israel. 
 
23 Now in those days the advice Ahithophel gave was like that of one who inquires 
of God. That was how both David and Absalom regarded all of Ahithophel’s advice. 

2 Samuel 17:1-4 
 1Ahithophel said to Absalom, “I would choose twelve thousand men and set out 
tonight in pursuit of David.  
 
2 I would attack him while he is weary and weak. I would strike him with terror, 
and then all the people with him will flee. I would strike down only the king  
 
3 and bring all the people back to you. The death of the man you seek will mean 
the return of all; all the people will be unharmed.”  
 
4 This plan seemed good to Absalom and to all the elders of Israel.  
 
1 Chronicles 27:33 

33 Ahithophel was the king’s counselor. Hushai the Arkite was the king’s confidant. 
 
 
2 Samuel 23:34 
34 Eliphelet son of Ahasbai the Maakathite, Eliam son of Ahithophel the Gilonite. 
 
 
2 Samuel 11:2-3 
2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the  
palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful,  
 
3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is             
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.”  
 
 
2 Samuel 17:23 
23 When Ahithophel saw that his advice had not been followed, he saddled his   
donkey and set out for his house in his hometown. He put his house in order and 
then hanged himself. So he died and was buried in his father’s tomb.  
 
 



Sunday Announcements September 25, 2022 

†Please let us know your joys and concerns, if you would like something announced 
during worship please advise an usher when you come into the sanctuary or if you 
are live streaming go to the YouTube chat box and type in your prayer request and 
they will be announced in worship. 
 
†PF Fishing Outing, Saturday, October 1 from 1:00—4:00 at Stolley Park. Please 
bring your own fishing pole, bait will be provided. Let Joseph know if you need a 
fishing pole. Youth 15 and under do not need a license, if over 16 and don’t have a 
license contact Joseph.  
 
†”Dream Together Pot Luck” Sunday, October 9, 2022 from 11:30—1:00. Please 
RSVP to the church office if attending. Are You interested in revitalizing our church? 
Join us for a conversation over a meal and fellowship. Contact Joseph with      
questions.  
 
†Are you interested in being a delegate at the Iowa/Nebraska Association of     
Congregational Christian Churches October 7 & 8? If so please contact the church 
office or Sheryl Patten by September 26, 2022. This meeting will be held at the 
Berwick Congregational Church in Berwick, IA. Friday, October 7 will be a light   
supper at 5:30 pm followed by a Vicinage Council meeting at 7:00 pm for Patty 
Smith who has been called to serve the Berwick Congregational Church. Saturday, 
October 8 coffee hour and registration begins at 8:00 am followed by a business 
meeting, worship/ordination service, lunch hour, program “The Underground     
Railroad in IA, IL, and NE” by Ron Toliver and departing for home by 3:00 pm.  
 
 
†Would you help touch base with our congregation by writing a quick postcard to 
them. What a treat it would be to have something in the mail from our church   
letting them know that they are not forgotten and are such an important part of our 
lives in and out of church. Postcards are available in the back of the narthex. Once 
you have written your message you may leave them in the office for the secretary 
to mail or pop them in the mail yourself.  
 
†David Lyons has invited anyone interested to join him for the Atlas Banquet     
October 10 at Hope Reformed Church 6:00—8:00 pm. Please RSVP to Atlas        
712-580-3279 or FCC office by September 30.  
 
†CMFCC is looking for people to visit our nursing home and homebound members. 
If you are interested in helping please contact the church office.  
 
 
†If you are interested in sharing your musical talents please let the office know and 
we will get you signed up for Special Music! 
 
†Office Hours are 9:00—4:30 Monday thru Friday.  
 
†Pop tab collection for Ronald Mc Donald house—bring in your pop tabs, soup tabs, 
energy drink tabs etc. and drop them off in the container outside of the office.   
 
†Joys & Concerns: Bernie  Erickson (brother of Sheryl Patten), Steve Sawyer (father 
of Alison Munter), Jackie Ball, Karen Forbes, Bill Green, Tom Hinrichsen, Mary Lou 
Hoffman, Cliff Hoover, Barb Joenks, Kathy Joenks, Jack Schomaker, Mary        
Schomaker, Marcia Steffen, Lucy Steffen, Mark Wedel, Mary Kay Zinn… 
 
†We pray for our military personnel: Taylor Allen, Evan Ball, Brandon Black, Mark 
Ivey, Nathan Jones, Jared Leonard, Adam Norgaard, Kathryn Polking, Patrick Sulli-
van, Nicholas Sundblad, Daniel Wilkerson, and Matt Wilkerson. 
 
†We pray for our nursing home residents and homebound: Bill Green, Barb Joenks, 
Lois Knight, Bonnie Crosser, Jean Heinrichs, Frank Nelson, Carol Kettelkamp, Vi     
Reason, Lucy Steffen, Dean Saunders, Janet Swanson, Ina Faye Underwood, Doris 
Van Buren, Mary Kay Zinn.  
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