
May ALL the            

expressions of Love in 

Advent stir our hearts 

and may we wait with 

Faith, believing Christ is 

on His way to us this 

season. 

 

Kathy Anderson 

Moderator 2021 

The Advent Season is a 

time of waiting,         

expectation, and    

preparation to get 

ready to receive God’s 

coming in its fullness. 

The Old Testament 
Prophecy of the      

Messiah; Isaiah 9:6-7 

“For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is   

given, and the          

government will be    

upon His shoulders. He 

will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace” and 

the New Testament 

birth of Christ the King 

reminds us of the 

themes of Advent; 

hope, love, joy and 

peace. 

 

Being without a Pastor 

maybe we feel like we 

are in a sort of advent 

of our own; waiting 

seems to be a long time. 

We have been faithful 

by preparing for a new 

pastor with the work 

that Pastor Casey 

helped us through and 

the hours Vickie and 

Mike put in to do the 

information data. Now 

we are ready to receive 

a new Pastor. We might 

miss the spiritual    
blessing that God     

intends for us if we 

treat waiting as wasted 

time. Preparing for what 

God will do next is not 

wasted time or effort. 

As the people of the 

Old Testament and 

even Mary & Joseph 

preparing to welcome 

God’s Glory is good, 

important work. 

 

We believe the Glory of 

God is on its way this 

season of Advent!    

Emmanuel means God 

with us and we know 

that is true! 

 

“O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel” 

 

“Rejoice, rejoice!     

Emmanuel shall come to 

thee…” 
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 Church News                                                        
oceans — and all that lives 

and moves upon them. He has 

given us all green things and 

everything that blossoms and 

bears fruit and all that we   

quarrel about and all that we 

have misused. And to save us 

from our own foolishness, 

from all our sins, he came 

down to earth and gave us 

himself           —Sigrid Undset 

 

From “The Stable of 

Bethlehem” 

’Twas not a palace proud and 

fair he chose for his first 

home; 

 

No dazzling pile of grandeur 

rare, with pillar’d hall and 

dome; 

 

Oh no! a stable, rude and 

poor, received him at his 

birth; 

 

And thus was born, unknown, 

obscure, the Lord of heaven 

and earth. … 

 

Come to your Savior’s lowly 

bed, ye vain and proud of 

heart! 

 

And learn with bowed and 

humbled head the lesson ’twill 

impart; 

 

’Twill teach you not to prize 

too high the riches vain of 

earth — 

 

But to lay up in God’s bright 

sky treasures of truer worth. 

—Rosanna Leprohon  

Condolences… 
To Marcie Muckey on the 

death of her sister Crystal 

Dougherty October 23.  

 

To the family of Bertha  

Besaw on her passing     

November 20 at age 83.  

 

Hospitalizations/

Surgeries, Testing… 
John Phelps finally has good 

news...His treatments this 

summer were successful! 

His thyroglobulin was .5 

(lowest ever) and scans of 

his head and neck were 

clear! Some spots on his 

lung have disappeared and 

others are shrinking. He 

won't need to go back for 6 

months. We so appreciate 

all concerns, prayers, and 

support. God is good and 

medical science rocks!  

 

Pray for Kathy Joenks (Jim’s 

wife), diagnosed with breast 

cancer for the 3rd time.  

 

Pray for all those with 

COVID and currently    

battling through it, pray for 

all who have recovered but 

continue to have after    

effects, pray for all those 

that may be exposed. 

 

Continued prayers for 

Kella’s niece Kassie as she 

continues to battle with 

health concerns.  

 

Capital Campaign… 
Our members continue to 

bless us with donations to 

the Capital Campaign. To 

date we have received/

pledges in the amount of 

$208,705. The roofer has 

secured the roof for the 

winter and a plan has been 

approved for spring time 

and roofing appropriate 

weather. Thank you to all of 

those who generously    

donated. 

  

Thank You’s… 
The Heritage Dinner was 

another resounding success! 

Rod, Tami and the crew did 

a wonderful job cooking, 

our awesome team        

decorating and serving were 

the best. And most of all 

thank you to those that 

joined us in Fellowship Hall 

for our first sit down meal 

post COVID restrictions! 

And to all those wonderful 

people who took their 

meals to go. We appreciate 

each and every one of you!! 

 

Recognition… 

College of Agriculture and 

Life Sciences Alumni, 

Friends honored with 2021 

awards. Brothers Neal 

Conover (‘69 animal      

science) and Dwight 

Conover (‘74 agricultural 

business) both received the 

CALS Floyd Andre Award. 

This award honors alumni 

and friends who have made 

outstanding contributions to 

production agriculture or 

agricultural business, or who 

have had a significant impact 

on Iowa agriculture...  

 

Christmas Wishes… 

Our gratitude this     

Thanksgiving include YOU, 

the First Congregational 

Church of Spencer. Sharing 

life with you was a gift   

beyond measure! And we 

rejoice in continuing to 

share life with you from 

afar, holding you in prayer 

and in our hearts.          

Remember you are 

loved.  As we move toward 

Christmas we wish you all 

the blessings of the          

incarnation, Immanuel, God  

with us! We pray for you, and 

we continue to trust God in 

the journey, your journey and 

ours. The light of Christ will 

shine upon you through the 

weeks ahead and into the 

new year, and the Holy Spirit 

will comfort and guide you! 

May the grace of God      

surround you, the love of 

Christ flow through you, and 

the peace and power of the 

Holy  Spirit be with you all. . . 

Tom and Wendy Van       

Tassell (Retired Co-Pastors, 

1997-2020) 

 

Thoughts… 

Remember to reach out 

For many people, the holidays 

bring sorrow, grief and stress. 

If you’re hurting, turn to Jesus 

and his power. Learn from 

the woman who, desperate 

to be healed, reached out to 

touch the edge of Jesus’ robe 

and was immediately cured. 

Sometimes we think our  

healing process will be so 

exhaustive that we hesitate 

to take the first step. Or we 

doubt that Jesus still        

performs miracles. Amid your 

pain, have you reached out? 

Have you dared to touch 

Jesus’ robe? He is there,  

waiting to say: “Your faith has 

healed you. Go in peace and 

be freed from your           

suffering” (Mark 5:34, NIV). 

—Julie Lee 

 

The greatest gift-giver 

When we give each other 

Christmas presents in 

[God’s] name, let us        

remember that he has given 

us the sun and the moon and 

the stars, the earth with its 

forests and mountains and 
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Pastoral  Search Committee  

With the cancellation of 

this year’s “Festival of 

Lessons and Carols” by 

the Spencer Messiah 

Board due to the      

ongoing COVID virus, 

they have partnered with 

SMU to provide some 

classic rebroadcasts of 

previous performances. 

Tune into “Spencer 

Channel” on SMU   

Channel 3 to catch these 

Festival of Lesson & Carols                                                     Cantata            

 

During this Christmas season, 

the Pastoral Search Committee 

would like to express our    
gratitude. We are grateful to 

have been selected for this 

important task; we are grateful 

for guidance from the        

Transition Committee and 

 

members of the congregation; we 

are grateful for patience and 

opportunities to learn and grow; 

we are grateful to all those who 

are stepping up to get our church 

through this transition; and we 

are grateful for a diverse group 

of committee members who 

respect each other.  

 
As we come together through 

this holiday season and this   

period of transition, let us be     

reminded of this section of the  

“Welcome to This Place” cards 

in the sanctuary pews: 
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What We Believe  

We are followers of Jesus Christ 

and seek to live our lives,   

individually and as a         

community, by his teaching and 

example. With this as our  

foundation, we welcome all into 

our community—wherever you 

may be in your faith journey. As 

we live and worship, work and 
have fellowship with each other, 

we grow in our faith. Sharing 

what we believe, we draw closer 

to each other and to God.   

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Amy Simpson 

Mike Patten 

Nate Schmidt 

John Zinn 

Jennifer Loudermilk 

Vickie Montgomery  

Denny Phillips  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

annual holiday           

performances by area 

musicians. 

 

The “Festival of Lessons 

and Carols” from 2011, 

will be presented on: 

Dec. 9 (Thursday)  

@ 3 pm 

Dec. 11 (Saturday)  

@ 11 pm 

Dec. 12 (Sunday)  

@ 3 pm 

Dec. 13 (Monday)  

@ 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

Selections from Handel’s 

“Messiah” from 2006 will 

air on: 

 

Dec. 23 (Thursday)  

@ 3 pm 

Dec. 25 (Saturday)  

@ 11 pm 

Dec. 26 (Sunday)  

@ 3 pm 

Dec. 27 (Monday)  

@ 10:30 am 
The Christmas Cantata 

will be performed at 

FCC on December 5 

during  worship. This is a 

join cantata with Bethany 

and FCC. You will not 

want to miss this      

performance! The spirit 

of Christmas is alive! 

Christmas Eve Service                                                      

Christmas Eve Candle 

Light Service 

Friday, December 24 

5:30 pm. 

 

Join us for a wonderful 

song filled Christmas Eve 

service. This will fill your 

hearts up with joy,    

gratitude, tradition and 

love in your heart for   

Jesus. 

 
Bring family and friends to 

experience what Christmas 

is all about. Rejoice in the 

Lord with us!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are still ornaments 

on the tree for the families 

and seniors in the Adopt A 

Family. The deadline to  

return gifts back to the 

church is Sunday,           

December 5. Don’t miss 

out on an excellent way to 

give back/pay it forward this 

holiday season.  

 

With your kind donations 

10 families and 10 seniors 

will receive Christmas gifts 

to brighten their lives and 

truly bless them this  

Christmas season. 

 

If you want to contribute to 

the project but do not want 

to shop this year, you may 

donate money to the Adopt 

A Family/Senior Project and 

volunteers will be happy to 

do the shopping for       

ornaments that are left on 

the tree.  

 

Thank you for your       

generosity to those families 

that may be experiencing 

challenges in their lives.  

 

Please note that gifts do not 

need to be new but do need 

to be clean and in good  

condition.                              

Women’s Fellowship has 

had a name change and has 

rebranded to Mayflower 

Circle. This organization 

withing the church is open 

to all women.  

 

Mayflower Circle has     

started up their monthly 

luncheon’s at various     

restaurants, and will host 

several other events 

throughout the year.  

 

Invitations have been mailed 

for their Ladies Christmas 

Tea on Thursday,          

December 9 at 2:00 pm.  

They invite you to join them 

for this special tradition 

within our church.  

Adopt a Family/Senior                     Mayflower Circle 

Christmas Offering   
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resources in the community, that 

may be able to better suit their 

needs; working relationships with 

all service agencies and many 

churches in the area to assist 

with coordination of services; 

assist with transportation to a 

variety of places, contingent upon        

volunteers; assist with parent/

child supervised visits; assist with 
budgeting money; connected 

with Atlas Car Ministry; work 

with landlords and businesses in 

the community, to help people 

find shelter and employment.  

 

How does it all work? Atlas is 

supported by interested      

members who want to be a part 

of what God is doing to help 

those who have spiritual,      

emotional, physical and financial 

needs. Each contribution given to  

Atlas helps strengthen those in 

need, so that one day the person 

or family can be strong enough 

to strengthen, encourage, and 

financially bless others.  

 

The 2021 Christmas 

offering is going to 
Atlas-Spencer.  
Atlas is a Christ-centered,   

non-profit, community       

organization existing to help 

those in our community who 

are hurting or are in need by 

providing a welcoming place of 

contact, by assessing needs, by 

providing resources to meet 

needs and develop life skills, by 

referring to other professional 

services as needed, by sharing 

Jesus as the way to life and 

lasting change and by providing 

a connection to a local church.  

 

Some of the things they do are: 

mentor, study scripture, pray; 

guide people to other        

Mitten Tree 
Donations of mittens, gloves,  

scarfs, socks, etc. will be warmly 

received until after Christmas. 

All contributions will go to  

UDMO for distribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Donations 

Food donations of non        

perishable food items, personal 

hygiene products etc. are   
needed. Barrels are located in 

the narthex and the Education 

wing.  
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Mayflower Circle 

Women’s           

Fellowship… 

 
 

 

Ladies Christmas Tea 

Thursday 

December 9, 2021 

2:00 pm  

 

 

For Sale 

Pecans $12.00 

Dish Cloth $1.75 

 

Start your day off right 

with Pray As You Go  

M-F 9:30 in the chapel 
or download the app and 

get it anytime of the day 

or night.  



From the grave’s depths, 

Lord Jesus Christ, you 

emerged, breaking the 

hold of sin, death and 

hell, that those who trust 

in you might share in 

your righteousness, life 

and beloved community 

 

 

 

RC Car Day... 

Engaging our youth in a fun and family 

friendly event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One part of the Christmas 

story that is often over-

looked in Protestant circles 

is Mary’s “Song of Praise.” In 

Luke, Mary is visiting her 

cousin Elizabeth to share 

the good news of her   

pregnancy. She becomes so 

overwhelmed with gratitude 

to God for being chosen 

that this song ‘bursts’ out of 

her: 
 

I’m bursting with God-news; 

    I’m dancing the song of my      

    Savior God. 

God took one good look at     

    me, and look what  

    happened—I’m the most    

    fortunate woman on earth! 

What God has done for me   

    will never be forgotten, the    

    God whose very name is  

    holy, set apart from all  

    others. 

His mercy flows in wave after  

    wave on those who are in  

   awe before him. 

He bared his arm and showed  

   his strength, scattered the  

   bluffing braggarts. 

He knocked tyrants off their  

   high horses, pulled victims  

   out of the mud. 

The starving poor sat down to  

   a banquet; the callous rich  

   were left out in the cold. 

He embraced his chosen child,  

   Israel; he remembered and  

   piled on the mercies, piled  

   them high. 

It’s exactly what he promised, 

   beginning with Abraham  

   and right up to now. 

 

In Latin, this is called “The 

Magnificat” which literally 

translated means – “my soul 

magnifies the Lord.” Spend 

time this Christmas season 

meditating over this special 

song and look for an aspect 

of God’s nature that,     

perhaps, you’ve overlooked  

for some time. Meditate on 

it in prayer, and then     

celebrate God’s goodness as 

Mary did. 

                  Joseph Leggett 

 

Roller Skating 

Primghar 

How much fun can a 

group of 25 have? Plenty! 

Here are a few pics from 

November 21 skate party 

in Primghar. 

Let’s do it 

again! 

Contemplative Corner: “Mary’s Song of Praise” 

Family Outing       Kids Program                         PF Lock-In                            

Christmas  Program  
We are pleased to announce 

that there will be a live     

performance of our         

Children’s Christmas       

Program this year!!  

December 19 during worship! 

Come one, come all! 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Family Christmas Party  

& Youth Lock– in 

Kicking off the holiday     

season with a Family    

Christmas Party followed by 

a youth lock-in!  

 

Friday December 3 

Family Party 7:00 pm 

Lock-in following for youth 

5th—12th grade 

Pickup Saturday by 7:00 am  
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Love Takes Flight Teen Transition To 
Independence… 

 
As our children grow and mature, 

the LOVE Takes Root Board is  
planning for the time when they leave 
our care. It is our hope that our 

children will not just live and get by, 
they become leaders in Jacmel and 
Haiti. They will have an education, 
strong sense of right and wrong, and 

understanding of the importance of 
community. These tools give them an 
opportunity to do great and      

meaningful things for their         
communities. To aid the children’s 
transition, we are creating a LOVE 

Takes Flight Fund. Each child who is  

Love Takes Flight 

switch places in the canoe to 

free themselves. One person 

on that trip wasn’t so lucky 

when their canoe capsized. 

At that time the dam in Linn 

Grove was a challenge to 

avoid, especially for novice 

canoers! An early kayaker 

demonstrated, on purpose, 

how to use it as an exciting 

feature.  

 
Back in the 70’s there was 

rumored to be a poker game 

in the back row of the loft 

during church. Those    

members in the front rows 

were never sure if this was a 

tall tale or the truth. One 

true story, however, took 

place during a Christmas 

cantata. Someone had the 

idea that the choir should be 

in the balcony. Willie Hebbel 

kindly brought an early   

electric piano to be used 

there. Candles lined the  

center aisle upstairs and 

down at the end of each 

pew. Soon after the choir 

began to sing there was an 

atrocious odor of burning 

rubber. Eventually the back 
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row discovered that the sole 

of a shoe was hanging over 

the edge of a step just above 

one of the flames. At the 

first narrative break quick 

action doused the         

smoldering sole as quietly as 

possible to avert a ruckus. 

The show must go on! 

 

Elmer and Mary Kay Zinn 

video taped many of the  

cantatas. What memories of 

choir do you have? 

 

                 By Judy Hemphill 

 

 
The 150th committee  

members: 

Kella Klinker-Simonin  

Tom & Katie Howe 

Randy Van Dyke 

Bob Rose 

Betty Weikum 

Shelly Robison 

Emalee Weuve 

Dawn Weuve 

Linda Edwardson  

Kathy Anderson  

150th Anniversary Celebration 

Random memories from 

the choir loft...  
In a phone conversation with 

Kaye Price we assembled a 

timeline of a few former 

choir directors starting with 

the 1960’s: Dorothea Dean, 

Ebby Engle, Leighton Weltz, 

Millicent Munger, Paul  

Torkelson (currently      

director of choral studies at 

the University of Nevada, 

Reno), and Kaye Price 

(currently living in Johnston, 

Iowa). Kaye recalled that 

after Paul left NW Iowa 

there had been a lengthy 

search for his replacement. 

Eventually she was asked to 

“get the choir started” until 

a permanent director could 

be hired. Twenty-five years 

later Kathy Batman filled the 

bill. 

 
We reminisced about the 

many canoe floats down the 

Little Sioux River and all the 

accompanying laughter and 

team building. One time a 

canoe and its two passengers 

were caught in a snag. They 

were able to successfully 

Millicent Munger 

Kaye Price 

into a Haitian bank account in the 

name of the children rather than 
cash, for security purposes. 
 

Funds will not be earmarked for a 
specific child. Your contribution will 
go into a common fund that will be 
drawn on once a grant application 

has been approved. Can make    
one-time contribution to this fund 
or do a regular monthly withdrawal. 

This can be online or fill out ACH 
scan to 
rootsfoachild@lovetakesroot.org 

OR mail PO Box 885 Spencer, Iowa 
51301. 

Judy Hemphill 

 

about to leave our care will be 

encouraged to complete a grant 
application. Following is a list of 
some key points of these grants. 

Acceptable use of grant funds   
includes, first year’s rent on living 
accommodations, higher education, 
trade school tuition and            

entrepreneurial opportunity, living 
expenses, etc. Maximum of 
$1,500.00 US per child. 

 
LOVE Takes Flight money will be 
maintained in a United States bank 

account. Applications will only be 
accepted from children of the La 
Concorde orphanage. Applications 

to be reviewed and approved by 
LOVE Takes Root executive    
director. Upon accepted grant 

application, money will be deposited  

Photos of      

Dorothea Dean, 

Ebby Engle,    

Leighton Weltz, 

Paul Torkelson 

were unavailable 



 

Taylor Allen 

5981 Stevens Road 

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060 

(son of Gregg & Kris Allen) 

 

Evan Ball 

4120 Van Buren Avenue 

Sutherland, IA 51058 

(grandson of Jackie Ball) 

 
Brandon Black 

11501 Maass Road #206 

Bellevue, NE 68123 

Brandon.black85@yahoo.com 

(son of Jon & Lori Black) 

 

Major Mark Ivey 

6 Elgallo 

Cedar Crest, NM 87008 

(husband of Cara           

Wilkerson-Ivey) 

 

Nathan Jones 

141 Marauders Bay 

Beaufort, SC 29906 

(son of Deb Jepson) 

1st SGT Jared Leonard 

6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D 

Jber, AK 99506 

(son of Barb Mugge) 

 

Adam Norgaard 

519 East 10th Street 

Spencer, IA 51301 

(son of Linda Norgaard,     

grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 
 

Major Kathryn Polking 

949 MDVSS 

APO, AE 09366 

(sister-in-law of Alison Munter) 

 

Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan 

PSC 817 Box 3327 

FBO AE 09622 

(grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 

 

CPL Nicholas Sundblad 

P.O. Box 493 

San Clemente, CA 92674 

(son of Steve & Wanda 

Sundblad) 

PVT Daniel Wilkerson 

Fort Lee, VA 

(will be moving soon) 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 

 

Captain Matt Wilkerson 

1310 W. Wrightwood Ave., 

Unit R 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 
 

 

 

Remembering Our Military  

Roast Beef Dinner                                     Merry Christmas  
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Send a card, note or 

care package to our 

dedicated service 

men and women.  

Merry Christmas from the 

staff: Joseph, Michelle, Elina, 

Jessica, Jodie and Lori 

 

Heritage Dinner 

14 

11:15-12:30 

Free Will Offering 

 

Annual Roast Beef Dinner  

Dine In & Carry Out 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 

11:15—12:00 

Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy,  
Vegetable, Roll, Jesus Birthday Cake 

 
Free Will Offering 



First Congregational Church 

is a member of the National 

Association of Congregational 

Christian Churches and the 

Iowa-Nebraska Association of 

Congregational Christian 

Churches  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

December  Anniversaries 
 
Dec 15 Joe & Sue Skow 
Dec 20 Steve & Beth Berends 
Dec 21 Dennis & Linda Taylor 
Dec 23 Duaine & Sally Holck 
Dec 28 Mike & Lisa Moret 
Dec 30 Jay & Barbara Mugge 
 

December Birthdays 
 
Dec 2  Kasey Black 
Dec 3 Josh Odor 
 Paige Sorenson 
 Andrew Zinn 
Dec 4 Tom Manley 
 Jim Montgomery 
Dec 5 Ron Hamrick 
 Kaitlin Korbitz 
Dec 9 Duaine Holck 
 Janice (Howe) Cuperus 
Dec 11 Donna Dailey 
 Greg Wood 
Dec 14 Austin Allen 
 Chelsea Beecher-Sherman 
Dec 16 Kathy Anderson 
Dec 17 Bruce Beecher 
 Wanda Sundblad 
Dec 20 Sally Phelps 
Dec 23 Randall Anderson 
Dec 25 Jesus 
 Dawn Weuve 
Dec 27 Nancy Whittenburg 
Dec 28 Joe Conover 
 Pearl Whittenburg 
 Vivian Whittenburg 
Dec 30 Landon Ellis 
 Jane Nelson 
Dec 31 Brian Bailey 
 Gerald Wilmot 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Congregational Communicator 

Visit us on Facebook 

First Congregational Church 

1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301 
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org 

FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 

Pastor:  Pulpit Supply 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett 

familyministry@congospencer.org 

Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg  

office@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins 

Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans 

Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn 
 
  

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. 

Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by 

loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,     

missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s 

grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of 

God.  

Mission Statement 

Happy Birthday   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Secretary 

9:00—4:30 

Joseph 

Tue—Friday 

10:00—3:00 

 

 


