
someone else’s day  

brighter.  

 

This year my family will be 

traveling over Christmas, 

so there is no need to go 

overboard with baking, 

decorating or shopping. 

Instead, I hope to spend 

more time experiencing 

the magic of Christmas, 

rather than attempting to 

engineer it. It would be 

nice if the days spent  

waiting for Christmas had 

as much awe and love as I 

feel standing among many 

of you on Christmas Eve, 

holding candles in a dark 

sanctuary, singing Silent 

Night. That feels like 

God’s love–the most   

extravagant gift of all. 

 

With love and gratitude, 

Gayle Conover 

Moderator 2022 

Advent is a time of     

waiting. We are          

anticipating the birth of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

God Himself, born in the 

fragile body of a baby,  

dependent on His human 

parents for security and 

care.  He came to love, 

teach, heal, and save us.  

 

This miraculous           

incarnation is the reason 

behind an entire month of 

traditions: worship      

services, tree decorating, 

cookie baking, card    

sending, present buying, 

carol singing, party     

hosting, gift wrapping, and 

sugar plum dreaming. 

 

It’s no secret that all the 

busyness can distract from 

the real magic of     

Christmas, but I also feel 

that there is a legitimate 

reason so many of us 

nearly lose our minds 

over creating the 

“perfect” holiday. It’s the 

same reason that Jesus 

came to Earth–

extravagant love.  

 

We want to show the 

people in our lives how 

much they mean to us by 

showering them with gifts, 

special food, and all the 

other Christmas        

trimmings. I don’t think 

there’s anything wrong 

with this, as long as we 

are using our energy and 

resources wisely. It feels 

good to make Christmas 

magical for the kids and 

make people feel welcome 

by hosting them or      

remembering them on our 

Christmas card list.  

 

Our church also shows 

extravagant love to our 

community during   

Christmas, with special 

financial offerings, and the 

piles of gifts purchased 

and placed under the tree 

for the Adopt-a-Family 

and Adopt-a-Senior     

programs. It feels good to 

know you’ve made   
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Church News                                                        
your wealth, Count on God  

instead of yourself.                       

                   —Author Unknown 

Provided by Karen Peel,  

National Chaplain 2022-2023: 

American Legion Auxiliary  

Magazine  

November 2022 
 

Humor…. 
“Dear lord.” the Pastor began 

with arms extended and a     

rapturous look on his upturned 

face, “without you we are but 

dust on the highway to heaven.” 

He would have continued, but at 

that moment one very observant 

little girl leaned over to her 

mother and asked quite audibly, 

in her shrill little girl voice, 

“mommy WHAT is BUTT dust?” 

Church was pretty much over at 

that point.      
 

What did Adam say the day  

before Christmas?  

It’s Christmas, Eve! 

  

What does the gingerbread man 

put on his bed? 

Cookie sheets. 

  

What do you sing at a snowman’s 

birthday party? 

“Freeze a jolly good fellow!” 

  

What is a Christmas tree’s    

favorite candy?  

Ornamints. 

  

What goes “Oh, Oh, Oh”? 

Santa walking backward. 

  

Why did Rudolph get a bad   

report card?  

Because he went down in history. 

  

What is an elf’s favorite kind of 

music? 

Wrap music! 

  

How much did Santa pay for his 

sleigh? 

Nothing. It was on the house! 

  

What kind of photos do Santa’s 

helpers take? 

Elfies. 

 

Baby News… 
Eric and Holly Norgaard    

welcomed home a baby boy 

Gavin John Norgaard on    

October 10, 2022. Gavin 

weighed 7# 14 oz and was 20.5 

inches. Welcomed by      

grandmother Linda Norgaard 

and great grandmother      
LaVonne Peterson.  

 

Lauren Wilkerson Hall and 

Porter Hall welcomed home 

baby boy Fletcher Clark Hall 

on October 30, 2022. Siblings 

are Morrison and Lillian,  

Fletcher’s grandparents are  

Dr. Rick and Barb Wilkerson. 

 

Condolences… 

To the family of Tom         

Hinrichsen who passed away 

on November 19, 2022 at the 

age of 66.  

 

To Shari & Ken Emmert on the 

passing of Shari’s mother   

Evelyn “Evie” Schuck on     

November 23 at the age of 

106.  

 

Get Well… 
Matt Bryant has been having 

sever back problems and had 

been unable to work for a 
time, luckily no surgery at this 

point. 

 

Angie (Van Dyke) Heikens has 

had several strokes and been in 

and out of the hospital.  

 

Bernie Erikson (brother of 

Sheryl Patten) continues to 

struggle with health issues.  

 

Dave Johnson had back      

surgery on November 21 in 

Sioux Falls.  

 

Steve Sundblad had back    

surgery November 22 in    

Dakota Dunes.  

 

Thank You… 
Thank You to all those that 

helped cook, serve and lend a 

hand with the Italian Night 

Drive-Thru event. And a    

special thanks to all who    

purchased a meal and donated.                                  

                            —Chef Luigi 

 

What a blessing all of you are! 

Thank you for the  wonderful 

turn out for the Heritage   

Dinner! The help was great, we 

could not do it without all of 
you. Your donations were 

generous as always.        

                  —Rod Meendering 
 

To our church family and the 

core Ministry of Missions. 

Thank you so much for the 

generous gift we received.  

Although we appreciate     

continued prayers Mark is  

doing quite well at this time. 

For that reason we decided to 

do exactly as your letter asked 

which is to pass the Love on to 

others. Every Christmas Mark 

and the older grandchildren 

pool the money they have 

saved all year and decide on 

who to give it to. This year 

they have decided to give it to 

the Stead Children's Hospital in 

Iowa City. One of our     

daughters and two of her 

daughters are yearly patients at 

that facility due to the cancer 

gene that they carry. Again 
thank you.  

—Mark and Susan Wedel  

    and family 

 

Thoughts… 
From trashed to     

treasured 
In December 2017, Jimmy 

Amisial, a Texas State student 

home in Haiti on break,     

noticed a crowd peering into a 

trash can. A 4-month-old infant 

lay inside, but no one moved. 

So Amisial scooped up the baby 

and took him home to his 

mom. They washed and 

clothed him, gave him milk and 

sought medical care. 

 

After investigators failed to 

locate parents, a judge asked if 

Amisial would serve as legal 

guardian. Sensing “this had 

happened for a reason,” he 

“took a leap of faith.” Now 

Amisial is raising funds to adopt 

Emilio. “I’m glad I got the     

opportunity to transform his life 

from being abandoned in the 

trash to being a wonderful  

treasure,” he says. 

 

Likewise, God did not leave  

humankind trapped amid the 
trash of sin and evil, destruction 

and death. Instead, God came to 

us as Jesus, scooped us into his 

loving arms and claimed us as his 

own. Like Emilio, we’ve been 

transformed and are treasured. 

               —Heidi Hyland Mann 

 
Rediscovering Jesus at 

Christmas 
In Jesus Rediscovered, Malcolm 

Muggeridge reflects on visiting 

the Church of the Nativity, built 

over a Bethlehem grotto in A.D. 

330. Beneath it, “a  silver star 

marks the alleged precise spot 

where Christ was born.” Such 

shrines are common in the Holy 

Land, though most “are     

doubtless fraudulent,” he writes. 

Yet among Bethlehem visitors, 

“almost every face somehow 

lights up a little” as “Christ’s 

presence makes itself felt.” 

 

A humble earthly shrine reminds 

us that God’s Son arrived as a 

pauper, not a prince. “Behind all 
this there is a real man born, 

growing up, reaching maturity 

like other men,” Muggeridge 

writes, “trudging through this 

selfsame dust, and sheltering 

from this selfsame sun … this 

man in whose flesh God deigned 

to live and die.”    —ChurchArt 

 
Count… 
Count your blessings instead of 

your crosses, Count your gains 

instead of your losses. Count 

your joys instead of your woes, 

Count your friends instead of 

your foes. Count your smiles 

instead of your tears, Count 

your  courage  instead of your 

fears. Count your full years  

instead of your lean, Count your 

kind deeds instead of your mean. 

Count your health instead of 
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Confirmation             

Reception 
Join us for cake and 

punch following the East-

er     service at 11:15 to       

celebrate our confirm-

ands in Fellowship Hall.  

                                     

 Pastoral  Search Committee  

 

 
 

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

The Pastoral Search      

Committee is pleased to 

announce that Pursuant to 

the Church Constitution, a 

special meeting of the          

congregation will be held in 

the church sanctuary on 

Sunday December 4, 2022,      

immediately following the  

regular worship service.  

  

Each window depicts one of 

the parables of the Bible 

with the story illustrated in 

lovely soft colors and not 

only adds to the beauty of 

the room, but are meaningful 

and educational and will 

furnish a soft light for the 

congregation. 

 

After completion of the 

windows a booklet was 

printed with a picture of 

each window, the bible verse  

and explanation of each 

parable represented. The 

cost to print 2,000 booklets 

with full color was 

$1,467.74.  We still have 

some of these booklets in 
the church.  

 

Emil Frei Incorporated is still 

in business today. Shelly 

Robison contacted them and 

they indicated that the artist 

for the windows was Joan 

Velligan who died in 1994.  

 

We in turn sent pictures of 

the windows and           

information on our process 

for their records.  

The purpose of the meeting is 

to hear, consider and vote 

upon the report and         

recommendation of the    

Pastoral Search Committee to 

confirm the call of a new  

Senior Pastor. 

  

Each member “household” of 

First Congregational Church, 

Spencer Iowa should have 

received a letter in the 

mail with additional          

details concerning 

our candidate                       

recommendation and also the 
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schedule of events for   

Sunday, December 4th.   

  

We are encouraging all 

members who are able, to 

attend this worship service 

and the special meeting 

following as it is a very  

important time in the life of 

our church. If you are not 

able to attend in person, 

please do so via livestream 

and be sure to vote online 

during the meeting. 

 
          

Your faithful Pastoral 

Search Committee       

servants: 

Amy Simpson, Mike Patten, 

Nate Schmidt, John Zinn,  

Jennifer Loudermilk, Denny 

Phillips and Vickie       

Montgomery 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Stained Glass Window History 
1967-Memorial funds were 

raised and in November & 

December the windows were 

installed. The Historian’s   

report shows “12/26/67    

Service enhanced by new 

stained glass windows”.  

 

1968-On 3/31/68 at the    

regular service the Dedication 

of the Memorial Stained Glass 

Windows was held. Earlier on 

1/14/68 Rev. Hallauer began a 

series of sermons on the   

Parables depicted in the new 

windows. This series was  

interrupted by an illness of 

Rev. Hallauer but was resumed 

on 9/22/68.   

 
In a letter to the congregation 

dated August 7, 1967 from the 

Stained Glass Window     

Committee...A representative 

of the Emil Frei Co. of St.  

Louis, Mo. Came to Spencer 

and prepared sketches for the 

windows. This company has 

installed windows in some of 

the churches we visited and 

has designed and installed 

stained glass windows in   

several building and churches 

designed by Harold Spitznagel, 

who was our architect.  

The stained windows are a     

beautiful addition to our church 

and were a work in progress for 

several years after the church was 

built. Here is a brief outline of that 

progress. 

 

1954-Present church structure 

completed but due to financial 

constraints plain glass windows 

had to be installed. The desire for 

stained glass windows continued 

among the members of the     

congregation. 

 

1963-Stained Glass Window   

Memorial Fund established with a 

donation of $40.  

 

1965-Trustees appoint Stained 
Glass Window Committee      

consisting of: Ruth (Mrs. Wilson)

Cornwell, chairman, Gretchen 

(Mrs. Frank) Hart, Bula (Mrs.   

Osborn M) Chaney, Dr. Ethel 

Boyd, Jerry Twetten. 

 

1966– The Committee visited 

many churches, viewed stained 

glass windows and began raising 

funds. They selected Emil Frie 

Incorporated of St. Louis, MO to 

design, construct and install the 22 

windows (12 Nave, 4  Chapel & 8 

Narthex.) at a cost of $12,200.  



 

 

 

 

Mayflower Women’s  

Fellowship 

December 13 1:00 pm 
Light Treats 

All women of the         

church welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pecans 

$12 per bag 

 

 

 

 

 

Dish Cloths 

$1.75 

Communion has been 

moved from December 4 to 

Sunday, December 11 due 

to the Pastoral Candidate 

preaching on December 4.  

 
Please gather your elements 

if you will be worshiping 

from home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congo Night Out                                    
Join us for Congo Night 

Out, Tuesday, December 6 

possibly at Chen’s Garden 

(As of press time we were 

still awaiting word as Chen’s 

has been closed for the 

Thanksgiving holiday.) 

 
A reminder that all Congo 

Night outings need an RSVP 

to the church office in    

advance of the outing to 

ensure proper food and 

service staff at each        

restaurant. 

 

Roast Beef Meal 

Sunday, December 18 

11:30—12:15 

dine in or carry out 

free will offering. 

 
Please call ahead if 

you plan to carry out 

and get on the list. 

That way we can 

streamline our      

process and cut down 

on the wait time.  

 
Rod and company will be 

making roast beef, 

mashed potatoes, gravy, 

vegetable, roll, and Jesus’ 

birthday cake.   

Communion                                           Roast Beef Meal 
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Harmony Chapel                                  

In the November 2022      

newsletter we had an article  

“Symbol Of The Father” which 

talked about the engraving 

“Harmony” on the Chapel 

Entrance. This article first  

appeared in the 1957 Des 

Moines Sunday Register.  

 
Since we reprinted this article 

additional information has 

come to light on Harmony 

Chapel which we will share in 

an upcoming newsletter. Stay 

tuned...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Meander 
Joseph and friends will be 

sharing music at Game State 

during Grand Meander    

Monday, December 5 from 

5:00-7:00. Stop by and take a 

listen. 
 

Blessings to all of 
you from the staff 

at First             
Congregational 

Church! 
 

Joseph, Michelle, 
Elina, Lori & Jodie 



From the grave’s depths, 

Lord Jesus Christ, you 

emerged, breaking the 

hold of sin, death and 

hell, that those who trust 

in you might share in 

your righteousness, life 

and beloved community 

 

 

 

RC Car Day... 

Engaging our youth in a fun and family 

friendly event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Contemplative Corner: “Reason For The Season” 
When I think about the 

‘reason for the season’ my 
mind naturally drifts to the 

Christmases of my     
childhood... I had a large 

family and typically my 
brothers and sisters and I 

would ‘sleep’ in the same 
room on Christmas eve. 
(Of course, very little 

sleep actually                
occurred...we were too 

excited! As we anxiously 
awaited the following 

morning, I could almost 

feel the magic in the air.) 

 
These memories speak 
deeply to me of the   

meaning behind the  
Christmas season.     
Hopefully we have not lost 

that childlike hope, but 
simply traded in what we 

are hoping for – from Mr. 
Claus to Christ, from   

material presents to    

eternal truth. The ‘magic’ 
in the air of Christmastime 

is just a taste of the ‘real 
world’ that is to come. 

However dark it may 
seem; Christ has brought 

the light into the world for 

all. 
 
Howard Thurman, a    

prolific theologian, held 
Christmas in a special 

place in his heart. His   
poem, “I Will Light      

Candles this Christmas” 
has been set to music and 

covered by choirs across 
the nation. In his book, 

“The Mood of Christmas” 

he writes: 
 
“The symbol of        
Christmas—what is it? It is 

the rainbow arched over 

the roof of the sky when   

 

Party & Youth 

Lock-In 

Third Annual Event 

Friday December 3  

Family Party at 7:00 pm, 

lock-in to follow after. 

This is for youth 5th—12 

grade. Please be sure to 

pickup your kids by 7:00 

am Saturday! 

 

Some traditions never 

grow old and this is one 

of them!  

 

 

   

 

Family Christmas                                     Kids Program    Live Nativity                                           

Kids Christmas     

Program  

December 18 

 

The kids have been 

hard at work learning 

their lines, hitting 

their marks and will 

be ready to perform 

for the congregation! 

 

Come early to get a 

seat and be wowed by 

our youth, and be 

moved by the    

Christmas spirit.  
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the clouds are heavy with 

foreboding... It is the 
brooding Presence of the 

Eternal Spirit making 
crooked paths straight, 

rough places smooth, tired 
hearts refreshed...It is the 

promise of tomorrow at 
the close of every day, the 
movement of life in      

defiance of death, and the 

assurance that love is  
sturdier than hate, that 
right is more confident 

than wrong, that good is 
more permanent than 

evil.” 

 
I hope that this Christmas 
season touches you with a 

sense of awe over the kind 
of ‘gifts’ that the Christ 

child brings into our 
hearts. Gifts like joy,   

compassion, wonder,   
forgiveness, and love. I 

pray that your hearts 

will overflow with     
gratitude, because you 

know what will happen 
next? Without even  

realizing it, you’ll be  
doing the most     

Christmassy thing of all 
– giving these gifts to 

another. 

           —Joseph Leggett 

 

Live Nativity Is 

Back!! 

During the Christmas 

Eve Service           

December 24 at 4:00 

pm, we will once 

again have the live 

nativity! 

 

We have missed this 

element of our 

church service, what 

reverence to behold.  



 

   

 
 

 
 

Christmas Offering                                         Treasurer’s Report 

Senior ornaments will be a blue     

diamond. After you have 

wrapped the present, tape this 

ornament on the package with 

the family number up so it can 

be  delivered to the appropriate 

person.    

 
If you want to contribute to the 

project but do not want to shop 

this year, you may donate   

money to the Adopt A Family/

Senior Project and volunteers 

will be happy to do the shopping 

for ornaments that are left on 

the tree. Delivery date is 

December 4 for gifts to be 

wrapped and brought to the 

church, either to the back of the 

sanctuary or the church office.  

 
Thank you for your generosity 

to those families that may be 

experiencing challenges in their 

lives.  

 
Please note that gifts do not 

need to be new but do need to 

be clean and in good condition. 
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Mitten Tree 
How do we help all of God’s 

children stay warm during the 

winter months? The Mitten 

Tree! The tree will again be 

located in the Education wing. 

Donations of mittens, scarfs, 

socks, coats etc. will be warmly 

received. All contributions will 

go to UDMO for distribution. 

 
This was such a success last 

year we could have added   

another tree to hold all of the 

items donated! 

 

Food Donations 
As we have been doing all 

year, we are asking for food 

and personal hygiene      

donations for UDMO.     

During the holiday  season it 

is more important than ever 

to donate so that all families 

may have a bountiful meal 

with their families during this 

most joyous season.  

The Adopt A Family/Senior 
Project is returning again this 

year. With your kind donations 

families and seniors will receive 

Christmas gifts to brighten their 

lives and truly bless them this 

Christmas season. 

 
The tree will be located in back 

of the sanctuary . Ornaments 

will again be a two part  system, 

the  larger one take with 

you and the smaller ornament 
sign and leave in the basket next 

to the tree so we know who is     

shopping for that gift. On the 

larger ornament it will have the 

family number, person’s age on 

one side with the gift desired on 

the reverse side.  

Grand Avenue Community 

Outreach (GACO)       

provides social services and        

outreach programs to the 

people of Northwest Iowa. 

 
Grand Avenue Community 

Outreach is a                

volunteer-driven nonprofit  

 

 

As of October 31st, we still 

show a decrease in revenues 

from the prior year but due to 

your graciousness that      

decrease has shrunk         

substantially. With the      

decrease in expenses our net 

is in line with the loss we  

incurred last year. 

 
 As many of you may know 

the ice machine in the Church 

has died and the quote for a 

new one was approximately 

$4000. We have found a  

replacement that is slightly 

smaller but will still provide 

the capacity we would need 

for meals, funerals, and other 

events for $2500 

organization that provides 

social services and outreach 

programs designed to meet 

physical, spiritual, and    

long-term needs of people 

in Northwest Iowa and  

beyond.  

We   currently do not have 

the funds budgeted for this 

purchase but will evaluate 

the possibility of adding this 

purchase to the 2023    

budget. 

Your continued support, has 

been such a blessing to the 

church and we are forever 

grateful. Thank you and may 

God bless you and  may 

2023 be a blessed year.  

               —Rod Meendering       

                  Treasurer 



 

Remembering Our Military  
Taylor Allen 

5981 Stevens Road 

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060 

(son of Gregg & Kris Allen) 

 

Evan Ball 

4120 Van Buren Avenue 

Sutherland, IA 51058 

(grandson of Jackie Ball) 

 
Brandon Black 

3027 Holloway Avenue 

Bellevue, NE 68123 

Brandon.black85@yahoo.com 

(son of Jon & Lori Black) 

 

Major Mark Ivey 

6 Elgallo 

Cedar Crest, NM 87008 

(husband of Cara           

Wilkerson-Ivey) 

 

Nathan Jones 

141 Marauders Bay 

Beaufort, SC 29906 

(son of Deb Jepson) 

1st SGT Jared Leonard 

6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D 

Jber, AK 99506 

(son of Barb Mugge) 

 

Adam Norgaard 

519 East 10th Street 

Spencer, IA 51301 

(son of Linda Norgaard,     

grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 
 

Major Kathryn Polking 

949 MDVSS 

APO, AE 09366 

(sister-in-law of Alison Munter) 

 

Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan 

PSC 817 Box 3327 

FPO AE 09622 

(grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 

 

Sgt. Nicholas Sundblad 

P.O. Box 493 

San Clemente, CA 92674 

(son of Steve & Wanda 

Sundblad) 

PVT Daniel Wilkerson 

Fort Lee, VA 

(will be moving soon) 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 

 

Captain Matt Wilkerson 

1310 W. Wrightwood Ave., 

Unit R 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 
 

Christmas Day Service 

This service will be held in 

the Chapel with Joseph 

providing an intimate feel at 

our regular church time of 

10:30 am.  

 

New Years Day Service 

We will be having church 

service on New Year’s Day 

at 10:30 am in the          

sanctuary.   

A prayer for Christmas 
The internet reveals little 

about Wilda English — only 

that she lived from 1916 to 

1997 and once resided in 

California. No details exist 

about her family, work or 

interests. Just this prayer, 

widely shared online. And it is 

no small thing. Indeed, the 

prayer tells much about her 

faith. 

 

God bless Wilda English for 

sharing these words with the 

world. May they continue to 

inspire many! 

 

God grant you the light in 

Christmas, which is faith; 

the warmth of Christmas, 

which is love; the radiance of 

Christmas, which is purity; 

the righteousness of     

Christmas, which is justice; 

the belief in Christmas, which 

is truth; the all of Christmas, 

which is Christ. 
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Send a card, note or 

care package to our 

dedicated service 

men and women.  

Christmas Eve Service 

will be Saturday 24 at 

4:00 pm. This will be a 

moving and memorable 

Christmas Eve service.  

 

If you would like to    

provide special music 

during the service; sing, 

play an instrument, hum, 

etc. please let Elina or 

Joseph know.  

Inspiration                                                    Holiday Services                              
Live in the light 
Often we want to be able to 

see into the future. We say, 

“How will next year be for 

me? Where will I be five or 

10 years from now?” There 
are no answers to these 

questions. Mostly we have 

just enough light to see the 

next step — what we have 

to do in the coming hour or 

the following day. 

 

The art of living is to enjoy 

what we can see and not 

complain about what remains 

in the dark. When we are 

able to take the next step 

with the trust that we will 

have enough light for the 

step that follows, we can 

walk through life with joy 

and be surprised at how far 

we go. Let's rejoice in the 

little light we carry and not 

ask for the great beam that 

would take all our shadows 

away.  

—Henri Nouwen,  

Bread for the Journey 



First Congregational Church 

is a member of the National 

Association of Congregational 

Christian Churches and the 

Iowa-Nebraska Association of 

Congregational Christian 

Churches  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Dec 28 Joe Conover 
 Pearl Whittenburg 
 Vivian Whittenburg 
Dec 30 Landon Ellis 
 Jane Nelson 
Dec 31 Bryan Bailey 
 Gerald Wilmot 
 
 
 

December  Anniversaries 
 
Dec 15 Joe & Sue Skow 
Dec 20 Steve & Beth Berends 
Dec 21 Dennis & Linda Taylor 
Dec 23 Duaine & Sally Holck 
Dec 28 Mike & Lisa Moret 
Dec 30 Jay & Barbara Mugge 

December Birthdays 
 
Dec 2  Kasey Black 
Dec 3 Josh Odor 
 Paige Sorenson 
 Andrew Zinn 
Dec 4 Tom Manley 
 Jim Montgomery 
Dec 5 Ron Hamrick 
 Kaitlin Korbitz 
Dec 9 Duaine Holck 
 Janice (Howe) Cuperus 
Dec 11 Donna Dailey 
 Greg Wood 
Dec 12 Wendy Barnard 
 Jeff Heiter 
Dec 14 Austin Allen 
 Chelsea Beecher-Sherman 
Dec 16 Kathy Anderson 
Dec 17 Bruce Beecher 
 Wanda Sundblad 
Dec 20 Sally Phelps 
Dec 23 Randall Anderson 
Dec 25 Jesus 
 Dawn Weuve 
Dec 27 Nancy Whittenburg 
 
 
 
 
 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Congregational Communicator 

Visit us on Facebook 

First Congregational Church 

1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301 
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org 

FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 

Pastor:  Pulpit Supply 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett 

familyministry@congospencer.org 

Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg  

office@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins 

Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans 

Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn 
 
 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. 

Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by 

loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,     

missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s 

grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of 

God.  

Mission Statement 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Secretary 

Mon-Fri 

9:00—430 

 

 

Joseph 

Tue—Fri 

10:00—3:00 
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 First Congregational Church 

1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301 
Church Office 712-262-4392 
Email: office@congospencer.org 
Website: www.congospencer.org 
Facebook: FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 
YouTube: Search for “CongoSpencerIA” 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

2 
6:30 Kiwanis 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
7:00-7:00 Family 
Christmas Party &  
Youth Lock-in 

3 
7:00 am Youth Lock-in 
Concludes 
 

4    
9:10 Adult Ed 
9:10 XGSS Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 
11:30 Special Meeting 
Pastoral Candidate Vote 
11:45 Fellowship Hour 
6:00 Christmas Program Practice 

5 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

6 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Congo Night Out 
5:30 CME 

7 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
6:00 Choir 
6:30-8:00 PF 
7:00 CMW 

8 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
7:00 EC 

9 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

10 
10:30 Baby Shower 

11 
9:10 Adult Ed 

9:10 Dress Rehersal Program 
10:30 Worship/Communion 
11:30 Fellowship Hour 
6:30-6:50 Elem. Bell Practice 
6:30 Youth Band Practice 

12 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

13 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
10:00 Bible Study 
1:00 Mayflower  
Women’s Fellowship 

14 
WIC 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
6:00 Choir 
6:30—8:00 PF 

15 
WIC 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

16 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

17 

18 
9:10 Adult Ed 
9:10 Dress for Program 
10:30 Worship/Children’s  
Christmas Program 
11:30 Roast Beef Dinner 

19 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
7:00 MARS 

20 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 CMFCC 

21 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
6:00 Choir 
6:30-8:00 PF 

22 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
 

23 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

24 
Christmas Eve 
4:00 Worship 

25 
Christmas Day 
10:30 Worship in the 
         Chapel 

26 
Office Closed 

27 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
10:00 Bible Study 

28 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
6:00 Choir 
NO PF 

29 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

30 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

KEY 
CME = Core Ministry of Education 

CMFCC = Core Ministry of Fellowship & Congregational Care 
CMM = Core Ministry of Missions 
CMW = Core Ministry of Worship 

MARS = Ministry of Assets & Resources 
EC=Executive Council 

B/G = Building & Grounds 
PS = Pastoral Search Committee 

150th Anniv = 150th Anniversary Committee 
MFC=Mayflower Circle (formerly Women’s Fellowship) 

 


