
honor to do so.  I pray 

for God to continue to 

Bless this fellowship of 

believer’s so that we 

may continue to spread 

Christ’s love in our 

world. 

 

Respectfully,  

Kathy Anderson 

Moderator 2021 

This is my last note as 

Moderator.  I would like 

to thank everyone for 

stepping up and helping 

to fill in the gaps as we 

have been without   

Pastors.  I appreciate 
your willingness to help 

carry the ball and keep 

First Congo’s ministry 

alive and well during 

this transitional time. 

 
Reading from John  

Maxwell’s Leadership 

Bible he reflects on  

Isaiah 6: 1-8 
…Also I heard the voice 

of the Lord, saying:  
“Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?” 
Then I said, “Here I am! 

Send me.” 

 
John Maxwell’s 

thoughts:  Isaiah        

illustrates how God 

calls many leaders.  The 

Lord lays out a need for 

someone to speak for 

Him.  God has a     

message and is looking 
for a messenger: God 

issued a general call and 

Isaiah took it personally.   

Isaiah saw the           

opportunity – we see a 

specific place where we 

can make a difference.   

Isaiah had the          

ability - we can        
recognize that we have 

God given talents to do 

something about the 

needs of others.  Isaiah 

had the desire – we 

want to step out and 

address the needs to be 

helpful. 

 
I am thankful for the 

congregation & staff of 

First Congo that always 
steps up with         

competence, timing and 

a passion to serve    

others by being the 

hands and feet of Christ 

through the church’s 

ministry within our 

church family, our  

community and our 

world.  

  
Thank you so much for 

allowing me to serve 

alongside of each one of 

you, it has been an  

“Notes from the Moderator” 

FIRST 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH 

January 2022 Volume 2, Issue 1 

Congregational 

Communicator 
Special points of 

interest: 

• Annual Meeting 

• Soup Cook-Off 

• Christmas Program 

• 150th Anniversary 

• Tornado Relief 

 

Inside this issue: 

Church News 2  

Pastoral Search 3  

Annual Meeting 

Install of Officers 

3  

Soup Cookoff 3  

   
Children’s 

Program  

4  

Mayflower  

Brunch 

4  

    
Contemplative 

Corner 

5  

Family Christmas 5  

150th Anniv. 6  

Tithing Envelopes 6  

Military 

Tornado Relief 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

 

7 

7 

8 

8 

 

  

   

   

   



 Church News                                                        
Now instead of pep talks 

about half-full or half-empty  

glasses, our family offers  

reminders about being 

stopped by a light versus   

being first in line. The next 

time I’m delayed, I hope I can 

think, “Yes — I love this!” 

—Janna Firestone 

 

Fill a jar 
Need a new tradition to begin 

the new year? One way to 

reflect on your blessings as 

the days and months pass is to 

fill a Blessing Jar. Simply find a 

container (ideally with a lid) 

and place it in a prominent 

place in your home. Next to 

it, set slips of paper and   

writing utensils. 

 

Encourage every family   

member to jot down one 

thing they’re grateful for every 

day. If you have a large family, 

you may need one jar for each 

person. You can also use   

different-colored paper slips 

for each family member. 

 

Every week, sit down       

together and review the many 

ways that God is present in 

your lives.    

          Newsletter-Newsletter 
 

 

 

Condolences… 
To Barb Joenks on the 

death of her sister-in-law 

Lola Williams December 8. 

 

To Lou Reed on the death 

of her son Mark on        

December 20.   

 

Hospitalizations/

Surgeries, Testing… 
Pray for Marcia Steffen who 

is the daughter-in-law of 

Lucy Steffen after her back 

surgery December 17.  

 

Pray for Virgil Prather who 

has been suffering from  

dizzy spells and was       

referred to Sioux Falls for 

further testing.  

 

Capital Campaign… 
Donations continue to 

come in for the roofing  

project. To date we have 

received $211,205 in     

donations and pledges. The 

roofers came on December 

9 to batten down the  

hatches for the winter and 

will return in the spring to 

begin roofing the church 

properly. Your continued 

support is much            

appreciated. As in every 

other area of our lives, 

costs continue to rise and 

your donations make all the 

difference.  

 

Thank You’s… 

The Roast Beef dinner was 

so well attended! Your  

generous spirit and        

fellowship is so appreciated 

and heartfelt. We can’t 

thank you enough! Good 

job once again to Rod and 

crew. 

 

Thank you to Spencer FCC 

for your continued support. 

Your generosity helps    

individuals and local   

churches share the love of 

Christ in their communities 

and to the world…. 

       Rev. Dr. Ashley Cleere,    

       NACCC 

 

Thank you so very much for 

your generous donation for 

our students who need  

winter mittens, gloves, and 

snow pants. Merry      

Christmas to all of you!  

            Luana Nair, School            

Counselor Spencer Schools 

 

A BIG thank you for      

everyone’s part in helping 

others celebrate the  

Christmas season of giving. 

The Adopt A Family/Senior, 

Mitten Tree, and food    

donations etc. have been 

tremendous this year. 

Thank you also for your 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

offerings. Well done      

everyone! 

    Core Ministry of Missions 

 

Thoughts… 

Lighting the way for  

others 
When Ida Nelson, head 

tribal clerk of a remote 

Alaskan village, heard an 

airplane flying low after 

dark, she knew something 

was wrong. Igiugig        

(Igggy-yaw-gigg), population 

70, isn’t normally a 

nighttime destination.      

Indeed, the medevac flight 

was coming to pick up a sick 

child. 

 

Because the local airstrip’s 

lights had been vandalized, 

the plane was having trouble 

landing. Nelson began     

alerting neighbors, and  

within minutes, villagers lined 

the runway with their      

vehicles, headlights blazing. 

The pilot was able to land 

and then safely deliver the 

sick child to an Anchorage 

hospital. The  airlift service 

praised the  residents’      

determination, but Nelson 

describes their effort as 

“normal” and “ordinary.” 

 

What everyday actions can 

you use to provide light amid 

darkness? How can you shine 

Jesus’ light in a world that 

needs him?                          

         Newsletter Newsletter 

 

First in line 

We were rushing to our next 

destination when yet another 

traffic light turned red. As 

usual, I had packed too many 

tasks into the day. Now we’d 

be even later. While I stewed 

in frustration, my son had a 

completely different reaction 

to being stopped. “Yes — I 

love this!” he shouted as we 

sat. “We’re first in line!” 

What an important lesson on 

perspective. I focused on the 

negative, but he saw the good 

in the situation. As Proverbs 

15:13 says, “A joyful heart 

brightens one’s face, but   

troubled heart breaks the  

spirit” (CEB) 
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 Pastoral  Search Committee  

All church members 

with yummy soup   

recipes are            

encouraged to           

participate in the    

Annual Soup Cook 

Off. Cook up a pot of 

any kind of soup, and 

bring it to church on 

Sunday, January 23. 

The PF will serve a 

soup luncheon       

following the Annual 

Meeting/Installation of 

Officers. Everyone is 

invited and encouraged 

to attend (even if you 

Annual Soup Cook Off                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the start of this New 

Year, the Pastoral Search 

Committee would like to 

express our gratitude for 

all who have contributed 

in the search for a new 

pastor for our church. 

 

We are optimistic and  

assured that God has the 

right leader in mind for our 

church family. We are 

grateful for our diverse 

group of committee   

members who respect 

each other. Taking our 

time and being thoughtful 

in our decision making to 

determine our future    

leader of our congregation 

is essential. 
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As we start the New 

Year, let us all continue 

to work together in 

Jesus Christ’s name to 

live our lives,           

individually and as a 

community, by his 

teaching and example. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Amy Simpson 

Mike Patten 

Nate Schmidt 

 

 

John Zinn 

Jennifer Loudermilk 

Vickie Montgomery  

Denny Phillips  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

didn’t make soup)! 

There will be a panel 

of expert judges 

awarding prizes to the 

best recipes. Mark 

your calendars and join 

in the fun! 

 

PLEASE CALL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE 

BY FRIDAY,      

JANUARY 21 TO 

ENTER YOUR 

SOUP IN THE 

CONTEST. 

 
 

  

 Free-will donations appreciated. All       

proceeds will benefit PF activities.  

Annual Meeting & Installation of Officers      Orientation of Officers                                                  

The Church Annual 

Meeting will be Sunday, 

January 23, 2022       

immediately following 

worship service.        

Installation of Officers 

will be held following the 

meeting.  

All reports for the Annual 

Meeting MUST be  

emailed to the church   

office at :                      

office@congospencer.org  

by January 5! We thank 

you in advance for this.  

 

 Orientation of   

Officers will be held 

on Wednesday, 

February 2, 2022 at 

7:00 pm in         

Fellowship Hall. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Christmas Program  

Congregational Communicator 
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Mayflower Brunch 
 

Mayflower Women’s     

Fellowship invites you to 

their January 13th Brunch 

at 10:00.  

 

This is such a nice time of 

women gathering together 

with food, laughter and 

love. Hope you can join in.  

 

 

 
 

 

Start your day off right 

with Pray As You Go  

M-F 9:30 in the chapel 
or download the app and 

get it anytime of the day 

or night.  



From the grave’s depths, 

Lord Jesus Christ, you 

emerged, breaking the 

hold of sin, death and 

hell, that those who trust 

in you might share in 

your righteousness, life 

and beloved community 

 

 

 

RC Car Day... 

Engaging our youth in a fun and family 

friendly event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Contemplative Corner: “Mary’s Song of Praise” 

“Choose Freedom” 
Do you happen to know 

the most quoted Old 

Testament prophet in the 

New Testament? (Que the 

Jeopardy theme…) The 

answer is – Isaiah! In fact, 

some of our most     

cherished ‘Christmas 

verses’ are from the book 

of Isaiah: “For unto us a 

child is born…” and 

“Behold, a virgin shall    

conceive and bear a son 

and his name shall be   

Immanuel.”  

 
Isaiah was writing to   

Israelites who were    

exiled from their home. 

The Babylonian kingdom 

had conquered them,  

destroyed their temple, 

and forcibly relocated 

them to Babylon. Can 

you imagine what they 

must have been feeling 

during such a devastating 

time? I would be so angry 

at the ‘unfairness’ of it all. 

Interestingly, in Jeremiah, 

God tells the people how 

to handle this exile: “Seek 

the welfare of the city…

and pray to the LORD on its 

behalf, for in its welfare you 

will find your welfare.”   

Isn’t that a crazy idea!? I 

know my instinct would 

be to do exactly the   

opposite. I would be 

seeking the destruction of 

this empire who had   

exiled my family and my 

people. However, a 

thought occurs to me… 

Christ chose ‘exile’ from 

heaven to come down 

and be born into our 

world. He willingly left his 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Family Christmas Party                                
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home to live with us for 

our good and not his 

own. This idea of being in 

an unfair situation and 

then ‘choosing’ it for 

yourself is powerful. 

We’ve all heard Christ’s 

teaching to “…turn the 

other cheek,” but the rest 

of that verse tells us that 

“If one would force you to 

go a mile, go with them two 

miles.”  

 
Are there things going on 

in your life that aren’t 

fair? Do you sometimes 

feel like you’re in a world 

that you no longer      

recognize? As we leave 

behind a season          

celebrating Christ’s birth 

let us embody his     

teachings as we decide to 

choose this life, this     

reality, here and now. 

We can even seek the 

welfare of those people 

and forces at work 

around us that seem so 

unfair and find true 

freedom and a peace 

that surpasses all      

understanding. 
              

             Joseph Leggett 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the  

faithful followers that 

have continued to tithe       

regularly. You may drop 

your check in the offering 

plate, set up a direct    

deposit and yes we still 

accept cash and snail mail! 

 

Your continued giving 

and generous spirit is 

what keeps this church  

Due to the low demand 

and high cost of giving   

envelopes, the church will 

not be providing these to 

our church members in 

2022. There are some left 

over boxed giving         

envelopes from  previous 

years that can be used. If 

you are interested in a box 

of giving envelopes please 

let the office know.   

Giving Envelopes & Tithing 

 

We will be sending out 

a save the date card in 

January for the July 

events. 

Mark your calendars for 

the Omelet meal we 

will be doing for a fund 

raiser in March. 

 
The 150th committee  

members: 

Kella Klinker-Simonin  

Tom & Katie Howe 

Randy Van Dyke 

Bob Rose 

Betty Weikum 

Shelly Robison 

Emalee Weuve 

Dawn Weuve 

Linda Edwardson  

Kathy Anderson  
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150th Anniversary Celebration 

We are gathering names 
to be invited to our 

own anniversary party 

in July. 

If you have names of 

past members that 

should receive an     

invitation please send an 

email or give a call to 

Michelle in the church 

office. We want to   

include everybody to 

celebrate with us. If you 

think of a name please 

included it in case 

someone else might not 

have thought of that 

person or family. 

thriving. We are forever 

indebted to you for    

serving the lord with your 

tithing.  

 

 



 

Taylor Allen 

5981 Stevens Road 

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060 

(son of Gregg & Kris Allen) 

 

Evan Ball 

4120 Van Buren Avenue 

Sutherland, IA 51058 

(grandson of Jackie Ball) 

 
Brandon Black 

11501 Maass Road #206 

Bellevue, NE 68123 

Brandon.black85@yahoo.com 

(son of Jon & Lori Black) 

 

Major Mark Ivey 

6 Elgallo 

Cedar Crest, NM 87008 

(husband of Cara           

Wilkerson-Ivey) 

 

Nathan Jones 

141 Marauders Bay 

Beaufort, SC 29906 

(son of Deb Jepson) 

1st SGT Jared Leonard 

6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D 

Jber, AK 99506 

(son of Barb Mugge) 

 

Adam Norgaard 

519 East 10th Street 

Spencer, IA 51301 

(son of Linda Norgaard,     

grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 
 

Major Kathryn Polking 

949 MDVSS 

APO, AE 09366 

(sister-in-law of Alison Munter) 

 

Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan 

PSC 817 Box 3327 

FPO AE 09622 

(grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 

 

CPL Nicholas Sundblad 

P.O. Box 493 

San Clemente, CA 92674 

(son of Steve & Wanda 

Sundblad) 

PVT Daniel Wilkerson 

Fort Lee, VA 

(will be moving soon) 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 

 

Captain Matt Wilkerson 

1310 W. Wrightwood Ave., 

Unit R 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 
 

 

World Services. All of 

them Christian, four star 

Charity Navigator      

recommended agencies.  

 

Donate online or send a 

donation via check. Please 

include a note with your 

donation indicating that 

the funds are intended 

for “Tornado Relief     

Efforts”.  

 

One Great Hour  

of Sharing 

Send donations to: 

NACCC-OGHS 

P.O. Box 288 
Oak Creek, WI 

53154 

The NACCC along with 

the Mission and       

Outreach Ministry 

Council will gratefully 

receive contributions to 

help with tornado relief 

efforts.  

 
Every effort is made to 

work through member 

churches and missions 

closest to those in need. 

Where our churches 

and missions are not 

present, we work 

through respected and 

responsible               

organizations such as the 

Salvation Army, Habitat 

for Humanity, World 

Vision, Samaritan’s 

Purse, and Church 

Remembering Our Military  

Tornado Relief Efforts   
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Send a card, note or 

care package to our 

dedicated service 

men and women.  



First Congregational Church 

is a member of the National 

Association of Congregational 

Christian Churches and the 

Iowa-Nebraska Association of 

Congregational Christian 

Churches  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Jan 31 Janet Swanson 
 Mike Conley 
 Jake Norman 
 Mary Schomaker 
 

January  Anniversaries 
Jan 4 Dave & Barb Jacobson 
Jan 10 Ken & Shari Emmert 

January Birthdays 
Jan 1 Owen Thoren 
Jan 3 Zach Price 
 Grace Simpson 
Jan 6 Deb Barglof 
Jan 7 LaVonne Peterson 
 Tory Soma 
 Owen Mack 
Jan 8 Tami Meendering 
Jan 10 Rhonda Dean 
 Greg Wilkerson 
Jan 12 Beth Berends 
 Cate Munter 
 Amanda Brigham 
Jan 16 Jane Campbell 
 Tom Hinrichsen 
Jan 17 Deb Jepson 
Jan 18 Gayle Conover 
 Matt Norgaard 
Jan 20 Sandy Hart 
Jan 21 Landon Mack 
Jan 23 Anna Gabhart 
Jan 24 Sue Biederman 
Jan 25 Josh Munter 
Jan 26 Dave Jacobson 
Jan 28 Vi Reason 
Jan 29 Mary Kay Zinn 
Jan 30  Dylan Ellis 
 
 
 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Visit us on Facebook 

First Congregational Church 

1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301 
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org 

FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 

Pastor:  Pulpit Supply 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett 

familyministry@congospencer.org 

Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg  

office@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins 

Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans 

Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn 
 
 

 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. 

Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by 

loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,     

missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s 

grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of 

God.  

Mission Statement 

Happy Birthday  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Secretary 

9:00—4:30 

Mon-Fri 

 

Joseph 

Tue—Fri 

10:00—3:00 

 

 


