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FCC is special in a
number of ways, but
one of them is the
strong sense of
generosity and
affirmation that I have
found here. You are
generous with your
time and resources for
all those in need. You
are always ready with a
word of affirmation for
the contributions of
members and staff.
What a blessing you
are!
Sometimes, though, our
thanks can be hindered
or perhaps a bit
reserved when the
work completed is
related to something
that makes us
uncomfortable. Case in
point, pretty much
anything having to do
with the COVID-19
pandemic. For over a
year your Re-Gathering
Team worked diligently
on your behalf to
monitor the situation,
locally and nationally, to

gather expert advice,
and to make
recommendations to
the Executive Council
regarding appropriate
practices to set in place
that would protect our
members from harm.
They did this work with
little thanks and kept to
their tasks in the face of
occasional emotional
outbursts from
members who were
particularly stressed
over the separation
caused by the pandemic.
Simply put, they had a
task to perform that
was never going to
make everyone happy.
The Executive Council
recently recognized that
good work and thanked
them as they voted to
“decommission” the
Re-Gathering Team,
following the laying out
of a plan for the gradual
lifting of all restrictions
by July 15th (see note
elsewhere in this
newsletter). Now it’s

our turn as a
congregation to offer
our thanks for the
outstanding
contributions of the
Team and, especially, its
Chair who was the
recipient of the bulk of
the congregation’s
stress-induced
dissatisfaction. Please
remember to thank the
following people (other
than staff) who helped
guide the work of the
Team in the last year:
John Zinn
(Chairperson), Anna
Davis, Betty Weikum,
Bonnie Hoover, Rikki
Hamrick, Matt Bryant,
and Kathy Anderson.
Pastor Casey
PS.
I will be on vacation
July 19—29.
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Church News
Hospitalizations/
Surgeries…
Jack Schomaker for
testing, Terry Heinrichs
for testing, Paul Jepson
for T-Cell transplant
July 6 with radiation
prior, Mark Wedel for
testing, Mary Kay Zinn
for testing.

Lost & Found…
Baseball coin found
outside church on June
6, Contact the church
office.

Outdoor
Contemporary
Worship Schedule:
Friday July 30, 7:00 pm
at Westview Park.
Please note there will
Capital Campaign… still be regular worship
What an outpouring of every Sunday.
goodness and
generosity from the
congregation! As of
print time, donations
Thank You’s…
and pledges are
• Dear Joseph and
$139,330. Our goal is
First Congo, thank
$180,000, we are very
you so much for
close only $40,670 to
your generous gift
of the book, flower go! You all are truly a
and kind message! It blessing!
Worship On The
was very much
Queen
Events…
appreciated and
Sunday, July 18 boarding
What
a
wonderful
turn
offered really great
will begin at 9:15 with
out for Tom and
advice! Thanks for
the ship leaving the dock
Wendy’s
Good
your kindness and
at 10:00. If you need a
Goodbye celebration! ride or are able to
support!
Mia Simpson It was so very
provide a ride please
• Thank you so much heartwarming to see all contact the church office
of you here to show
for your recent
at 262-4392.
donation. Since the your love and support
and send the Van
beginning of
Tassels' off into
COVID, UDMO
retirement feeling
has seen an
proud of their 23 years
increase in the
with the church.
number of families
and individuals who
This & That…
need assistance.
Carpet & Upholstery
We could not assist
Cleaner
Clay County
1/4 cup Oxi Clean
families and
1/4-1/2 cup lemon
individuals in need
scented Pine Sol
without people like
1 gallon water
you. We appreciate
Randy Van Dyke
your support!
Clay Co. UDMO

Friends
We need friends. Friends
guide us, care for us,
confront us in love,
console us in times of
pain. Although we speak
of “making friends,”
friends cannot be made.
Friends are free gifts
from God. But God gives
us the friends we need
when we need them if
we fully trust in God’s
love.
Friends cannot replace
God. They have
limitations and
weaknesses like we have.
Their love is never
faultless, never complete.
But in their limitations
they can be signposts on
our journey towards the
unlimited and
unconditional love of
God. Let’s enjoy the
friends whom God has
sent on our way.

—Henri Nouwen, Bread
for the Journey
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Delegate Report NACCC Annual Meeting

As your Vice
Moderator, I was
honored to serve as
the delegate to the
Annual Meeting of the
NACCC for the First
Congregational Church
of Spencer, IA. The
meeting took place on
the afternoon of
Saturday, June 19. I
enjoyed seeing the

process, although
seeing it in Spokane,
WA, the planned
location for 2021,
might have been more
exciting than attending
via Zoom on my couch!
The business meeting
ran quickly and
efficiently. We voted
on and approved
nominations for
NACCC leadership and
committees for next
year, and approved the
financial report and
budget. At the end of
the meeting, Rev. Tom
Van Tassell was
awarded a Citation by
the Board of Directors

for his years of
outstanding leadership
and service to
NACCC. Tom and
Wendy were visiting
their daughter, Laura,
and her husband, Craig,
in Philadelphia. After
the award was
announced, Laura
brought the award in
to Tom, and all the
Zoom participants
were able to see that
touching moment.
Those retiring from
NACCC leadership
positions were also
acknowledged.
The meeting of the

Re-Gathering Restrictions Lifted
We all have cause to
celebrate COVID-19
restrictions being lifted.
Here is our timeline
and how it works.
Beginning July 1st, 2021
social distancing in the
church building will
become optional, and
Beginning July 15th,
2021 the serving of
food will no longer be

restricted and all other
Covid-19 restrictions
will be rescinded.
We are grateful to the
members of the
congregation who have
so diligently complied
with the restrictions
over the past year, so
that we could make
every effort to keep
everyone safe. As we
move through this

process of lifting
restrictions, please
know that some will
not yet feel safe in
doing so. We ask that
you honor the choices
of each person or
family to continue to
mask, keep socially
distant at church, or
remain apart.

International
Association of
Congregational
Christian Churches
will meet virtually from
July 23-25, 2021, and
will include discussion
and celebration of the
400th anniversary of
the arrival of the
Mayflower at Plymouth
Rock. Next year's
annual meeting of the
NACCC will be held
in Wichita, KS, from
June 25-28, 2022. The
theme will be “Love
Talks” and will feature
some well known
speakers, including
Diana Butler Bass and
Mihee Kim-Kort.
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Pastoral Search Committee
Search Continues...

Summer Hours:
(When Secretary

The month of June
brought the search
committee one
pastoral candidate
through the NACCC
(National Association
of Congregational
Christian Churches).
While we prayerfully
consider this candidate
we have also expanded
our search, utilizing
different resources to
reach more individuals.
We know that FCC

Spencer has a great
deal to offer a settled
pastor and have faith
that we are headed in
the right direction.
Thank you for your
continued prayers and
support for this
important task.

Alternates:
Vickie Montgomery
Denny Phillips

Yours in Christ,
Amy Simpson,
Mike Patton
Jennifer Loudermilk
Nate Schmidt
John Zinn

is Present)
Memorial Day

Sanctuary Documents

VBS Aug 9-11

To
Labor Day
9:00 —12:30

As you know, we have
various documents in the
pew racks in the
sanctuary. There’s a small
pamphlet intended as an
introduction to the
church for visitors.
There’s the fairly new
“Encouragement Card”
postcard that can be sent
to people needing a
spiritual or emotional lift.
There are generally some
blank or seasonal offering
envelopes, for those who
like to use those
resources. There is also,

usually, a few pieces of
scratch paper because we
know that sometimes our
little ones need to have
something to do. We ask,
though, that you ensure
that your children use the
scratch paper and not the
other documents to create
their artwork, as it costs
us money to produce
them.
Please ask an usher if you
need extra scratch paper
and/or something for your
child to draw with. Thank
you!

Join us for a new and
exciting VBS this year! We
will build relationships
between our younger and
older generations, by
having our own people
lead "life skills" classes
each night for our
elementary aged children.
There will be music and
snacks, of course, but the
focus will be to teach
practical skills to our
young ones - all while
making connections that
can last a lifetime. Contact
Joseph to help or sign
your youth up.
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Contemplative Corner: The Universal Scapegoat
In the past few months, I’ve
attempted to take a fresh
look at Christ’s example as
he walked among us. From
considering the great
pattern of life-deathresurrection, to his
metaphorical and
mysterious teaching
method, to his example of
redemptive suffering. All of
this has been an effort to try
and bring into focus what
should a faith built upon a
life like His actually look
like? One of the great
blessings of religion is its
ability to provide a
framework or ‘container’
through which one can
encounter God. However,
one of the great curses of
religion is that it often
confuses the content with
the container. Paul speaks
to this in Romans:
“If you’re brought up Jewish,

don’t assume that you can
lean back in the arms of
your religion and take it
easy, feeling smug because
you’re an insider to God’s
revelation, a connoisseur of
the best things of God,
informed on the latest
doctrines! I have a special
word of caution for you
who are sure that you have
it all together yourselves
and, because you know
God’s revealed Word inside
and out, feel qualified to
guide others through their
blind alleys and dark nights
and confused emotions to
God. While you are guiding
others, who is going to
guide you? I’m quite serious.
While preaching “Don’t
steal!” are you going to rob
people blind? Who would
suspect you? The same with
adultery. The same with
idolatry. You can get by

with almost anything if you
front it with eloquent talk
about God and his law. The
line from Scripture, “It’s
because of you Jews that the
outsiders frown on God,”
shows it’s an old problem
that isn’t going to go
away.”1

making desperate changes
to try to get everyone to
like us? Well, no – of
course not. There is
much about our faith
which is quite beautiful
and we don’t need that to
become lost. However,
perhaps we do need to
pause for a moment and
reflect. In what ways does
the faith we’ve produced
look like the faith of
Christ? In what ways does
it not? Perhaps Gandhi
was telling us something
worthwhile when he said,
“I like your Christ. I do
not like your Christians.
They are so unlike your
Christ.”2

In my opinion, Paul is wise
(and brave) to try and bring
his people’s attention to the
fact that it’s because of
them that the rest of the
world doesn’t want anything
to do with God. I believe
that many today would say
the same thing about us
Christians. We’ve projected
a version of faith that has
put a bad taste in people’s
mouth and caused them to Joseph
‘frown on God.’ So, the
1
question becomes - what
Romans 2:17-24 (MSG)
2
are we to do about it? Do
MahatmaRCGandhi
Car Day...
we need to run around
Engaging our youth in a fun and family
friendly event!

Pilgrim Fellowship
PF Youth
Our PF group wants to
extend a heartfelt thank
you to Bill Green for his
generous donation which
has allowed the group to
do a plethora of
upgrades. From a new
ping-pong table, to a
television and game
system, to even a vintage
Pac-Man arcade - the
youth are excited to get
together and have so
much fun. Thanks Bill!

Family Fun Day
Arnolds Park

Thanks Bill

We had so much fun getting
together at Arnold's Park
June 24! Thank you to all
who participated and to
Arnold's Park themselves
for getting us a great group
rate. It was such a joy to see
our youth and children (and
even parents) riding rides,
bumping cars, and having ice
cream together.

From the grave’s depths,
Lord Jesus Christ, you
emerged, breaking the
hold of sin, death and
hell, that those who trust
in you might share in
your righteousness, life
and beloved community

Family Swim Day
Mark your calendars and
join us on July 16th from
2-4pm at Scharnberg Park
for a summer swim! If you
don't like to swim - bring a
fishing pole! Canoes and
paddle boats will be
available for rental as well.

Arnolds Park
Family Fun
Day
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150th Anniversary Celebration
The group has started
digging up history.
Listening to stories
from our heritage is
always fun and sure to
bring a smile to your
face.

Rev. Page

Darlene Prather

Darlene Prather has
fond memories of
teaching Sunday School
for many years,
especially when her 3
boys were in school.
She feels privileged to
have been a part of the
church family children
and is proud to see how
those children have
grown up and have their
own families now. She is
impressed with the new
family approach for
Sunday School Classes.
Darlene shared
memories of Reverend
Earl Page as Pastor here
in Spencer. She recalled
a time when she was in
the hospital and he
came to visit her at the
hospital. She
remembers hearing a
clop, clop, clop coming
down the hospital hallway to find Reverend

Page
appearing in
her door way. She recalled that he often had
big boots on and he
made a loud noise, folks
would know that Reverend Page was coming to
see them. She says his
heart was as big as his
boots!
Reverend Page was also
Mayor of Spencer, she
thought he was a very
busy man but never too
busy to stop and speak
for a minute and he
took an interest in his
congregation and their
work that they did for a
living. Reverend Page
was well loved as Pastor
of First Congregational
Church and also the
community of Spencer
as the Mayor.
If you have stories to
share please let us hear
them! We are planning
a great party to celebrate our heritage and
we want everyone to be
a part of the fellowship.
The committee
members are
Kella Klinker-Simonin
Tom & Katie Howe

Randy Van Dyke,
Bob Rose
Betty Weikum
Shelly Robison
Emalee Weuve
Dawn Weuve
Linda Edwardson
Kathy Anderson.
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Remembering Our Military
Taylor Allen
5981 Stevens Road
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060
(son of Gregg & Kris Allen)

1st SGT Jared Leonard
6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D
Jber, AK 99506
(son of Barb Mugge)

PVT Daniel Wilkerson
Fort Lee, VA
(will be moving soon)
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Evan Ball
4120 Van Buren Avenue
Sutherland, IA 51058
(grandson of Jackie Ball)

Adam Norgaard
519 East 10th Street
Spencer, IA 51301
(son of Linda Norgaard,
grandson of LaVonne Peterson)

Captain Matt Wilkerson
1310 W. Wrightwood Ave.,
Unit R
Chicago, IL 60614
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Brandon Black
11501 Maass Road #206
Bellevue, NE 68123
Brandon.black85@yahoo.com
(son of Jon & Lori Black)
Major Mark Ivey
6 Elgallo
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
(husband of Cara
Wilkerson-Ivey)
Nathan Jones
P.O. Box 18143
Parris Island, SC 29905
(son of Deb Jepson)

Major Kathryn Polking
949 MDVSS
APO, AE 09366
(sister-in-law of Alison Munter)
Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan
166 Ent Road
Hamscom FFB, MA 01731
(grandson of LaVonne Peterson)
CPL Nicholas Sundblad
P.O. Box 493
San Clemente, CA 92674
(son of Steve & Wanda
Sundblad)

Security
In our continuing
efforts to create a safe
environment at the
church for both
members and staff, we
have been working on
emergency evacuation
routes, ensuring
proper lighting and
emergency equipment,
and establishing a
means for
communicating those
things to all who use
our space. In light of
the recent theft of the
pastor’s wallet from
his office, we’ve
moved forward the

discussion of keeping
the building entrances
secure. An initial step is
in place, with the
placement of a doorbell
on the outside of the
office entrance. When
a staff person or
member of the
congregation is in the
building alone they now
have the opportunity, if
they wish, to lock the
exterior door and
anybody needing access
can ring the bell to be
admitted. We thank
you for accepting the
possibility of an

occasional
inconvenience on your
part in favor of greater
security for all who use
our building. We’ll be
sure to keep you aware
of any further
developments in our
ongoing efforts to
make FCC as safe a
place as possible.

Send a card, note or
care package to our
dedicated service
men and women.

Congregational Communicator
First Congregational Church
is a member of the National
Association of
Congregational Christian
Churches and the IowaNebraska Association of
Congregational Christian
Churches

July Birthdays & Anniversaries
July Birthdays
July 2
July 3
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 7
July 8
July 9

July 12
July 13

Visit us on Facebook

July 16
July 17
July 19
July 20
July 21
July 25
July 26
July 28

OLD SMU EMAIL ….
There are still a few people
who have not contacted
the church with your
updated email.

The office will be
closed Monday, July 5
in honor of the
Fourth of July

Maddie Conley
Brenda Van Kley
Max Munter
Chuck Jones
Judy Langholz
Tara Plautz-Vogel
Ruth Ann Whittenburg
Rob Kluender
Betty Grafton
Laurie Phillips
Jim Joenks
Randy Van Kley
Taylor Allen
Wanda Nelson
Frank Nelson
Betty Weikum
Bill Campbell
Kathryn Parsons
Sandy Leggett
Marlyn Barglof
Ruby Leggett
Lori Adams
Marcie Muckey
Alex Swanson
Dean Peterson
Charley Whittenburg

July Anniversaries
July 6
July 8
July 10
July 12
July 22
July 27
July 28
July 30

Tom & Susan Howe
Nate & Brea Schmidt
Dean & Sharon Peterson
Doug & Deb Barglof
Pat & Ashley Rainbolt
Steve & Terrie Price
Ryan & Laurie Phillips
Larry & Karen Forbes
Terry & Jacque Heinrichs

Mission Statement
The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God.
Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by
loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,
missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s
grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of
God.
First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org
FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
Pastor: Casey vanderBent pastor@congospencer.org
Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett
familyministry@congospencer.org
Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg
office@congospencer.org
Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins
Chancel Choir Director: Deb Jepson/Judy Hemphill
Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans
Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn

