
be reconciled with one 
another. This is an    
important step in the 
congregation’s       
preparation to welcome 
a new settled pastor 
and I hope that you will 
make every effort to 
attend, either in person 
or virtually. 
 
Pastor Casey 

A SERVICE OF 
HEALING AND 
RECONCILIATION 
Part of every interim 
time for churches     
involves taking a look at 
past (or present) hurts. 
It’s a necessary step in 
moving on to take stock 
of where healing and          
reconciliation are   
needed and to speak 
the truth of those things 
out loud. Some   
churches have endured 
conflicts that are    
nothing short of       
cataclysmic, leading to 
the need for long term       
processes of healing. 
FCC seems to have 
been blessed with a 
mostly peaceful past and 
there are no great rifts 
here. This is, in fact, the  
healthiest church it has 
ever been my pleasure 
to serve. That being 
said, though, there are  
episodes in this church’s 
past that, while they 
may not have impacted 
the majority, still       

represent a place of 
wounding for some of 
our membership. That 
“past” may be 20 years 
ago or it may be recent,    
possibly even related to 
the difficulties           
associated with our 
gathering restrictions of 
the last year. 
 
As a means to respond, 
at least in part, to those 
hurts, we will be having 
a Service of Healing and 
Reconciliation on     
Sunday, June 6th during 
our regular worship 
hour. While we will not 
be addressing           
corporately a “list” of 
those past hurts,      
participants will be given 
an opportunity to    
ponder the wounded 
places within         
themselves. We will 
practice giving those 
cares over to God,   
offering forgiveness to       
anyone or for anything 
that has hurt us, and 
through the sacrament 
of Communion seek to 

Pastor’s Message 
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 Church News                                                            
Good Goodbye 
Tom & Wendy 

Van Tassell 
 

Sunday                                          
June 27th 3:00—5:00 
First Congregational 
Church 
Please Come! 
Last year we were not 
able to give Tom and 
Wendy a proper farewell 
as they retired after 23 
years. With things   
opening up after COVID, 
we have a chance now. 
Please join us in the 
church courtyard, to 
greet Pastors Tom and 
Wendy, have a little ice 
cream and toppings, and 
give them a GOOD  
Goodbye.  
 
 
Summer Hours: 
(When Secretary is Present) 

Memorial Day  
to 

Labor Day 
9:00 am—12:30 pm 

Condolences… 
To the family of      
Bernadine Cushman 
who passed away on 
May 2, 2021 at the age 
of 106.   
 
Hospitalizations/
Surgeries… 
Rebekah Price     
granddaughter of Kaye 
and Denny Price who 
had surgery on May 17. 
 
Thank You’s… 
• To the generous        
members of First          
Congregational 
Church, Thank you so 
much for the Easter 
Offering to LOVE 
Takes Root. Also for all 
the support, prayers 
and volunteers that 
have made a difference 
in so many lives.   
Without this church 
much of this church 
work would not have 
been possible. May the 
Lord bless you and 
keep you; may the Lord 
make his face shine  
upon you and be     
gracious to you. Thank 
you for serving with a 
willing heart and joyful 
spirit. 
Grateful,  
     LOVE Takes Root       
     Board 
 
 

• Thank you for all 
your love and support 
to our family you    
provided during the 
loss of Randall’s mom. 
We appreciated your 
calls, food, cards and 
prayers for us.  
Randall & Kathy  
      Anderson 
 
Member Move… 
Lucy Steffen has moved 
to Northshire 711 W. 
11th St., Spencer as of 
May 19. 
 
Member Need… 
Mary Lou Hoffman is 
needing help in her 
home to downsize. If 
you are interested 
please contact the 
church  office.  
 
Capital Campaign… 
Blessings come in all 
shapes and forms.  We 
are pleased to let you 
know that as of print 
time we have received  
$121,580 in donations 
and pledges to the     
Capital Campaign. Our 
goal is $180,00, only 
$58,420 to go!  Thank 
You, Thank You!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events… 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 

Outdoor               
Contemporary     
Worship Schedule: 
Friday, June 25 and    
Friday July 30, 7:00 pm 
at Westview Park. 
Please note there will 
still be regular worship 
every Sunday.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship On The 
Queen  
Sunday, July 18 boarding 
will begin at 9:15 with 
the ship leaving the dock 
at 10:00. If you need a 
ride or able to provide a 
ride please contact the 
church office at         
262-4392.  
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NACCC AMC       
Workshop                  
Opportunities 
 
The “Virtual” Annual   
Meeting and Conference of 
the NACCC is coming up 
on June 19 and 20.  There is 
no cost to participate in the 
virtual event, including the 
many workshops being  
offered this year.   
 
Here’s a listing of this year’s 

offerings: 
Pre-Recorded Workshops 
(available any time) – 

“The Congregationalist 
Magazine in the 21st   
Century” 
“How to Organize a 
Church Group Mission 
Trip” 
“Repairing a Broken   
Bible” 
“Social Action and the 
Spirit of Jubilee” 
“Self-Care in Ministry: 

NACCC Workshops 

Re-Gathering Team & Executive Council 

2) That beginning July 1st, 
2021 social distancing in 
the church building will 
become optional, and  
 
3) That beginning July 
15th, 2021 the serving of 
food will no longer be 
restricted and all other 
Covid-19 restrictions will 
be rescinded. 
 
We are grateful to the 
members of the         
congregation who have 
so diligently complied 
with the restrictions over 
the past year, so that we 
could make every effort 
to keep everyone safe.  
As we move through this 
process of lifting         
restrictions, please know 
that some will not yet 
feel safe in doing so.  We 
ask that you honor the 

choices of each person or 
family to continue to 
mask, keep socially     
distant at church, or   
remain apart. 

Based on adjusted CDC 
guidelines, the roll-out of 
vaccinations, and        
continued positive air 
quality readings during 
worship, the                 
Re-Gathering Team (at its 
May 4th meeting)       
unanimously endorsed a 
set of recommendations 
for the progressive lifting 
of all COVID-19         
restrictions at church.  
The Executive Council 
approved those actions at 
its May 11th meeting, as 
follows: 
 
1) That beginning Jun 
15th, 2021 the   wearing 
of masks  anywhere in 
the church building will     
become optional. 
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Running the Race 
Through the Land of  
Chaos” 
“Lay Ministry Overview” 
 

Live Zoom Workshops 
(scheduled throughout the 
Conference) – 

“Write On!” (writing  
devotions for our Advent 
and Lent booklets) 
“Reading and Praying the 
Scriptures with Our   
Ancestors” 

   “Understanding and  
Engaging the Younger 
Generation in Christian 
Mission” 
“Lay Ministry class on 
Spiritual Formation” 
“What is an Ecclesiastical 
Council?” 

 
Further information is (and 
will be) posted on the   
national web site at 
naccc.org. 

Take heart I have 
overcome the World 

John 16:33 



Pastoral Search       
Underway! 
 
Thank you for         
entrusting us with the 
important task of 
searching for a new 
settled pastor.  We are 
happy to report that 
the position was     
posted within the 
NACCC system in 
May; and we feel that 
what FCC Spencer is 
offering is strong and 
will generate a great 
deal of interest.  We 

appreciate your prayers 
as we move into the 
next phase of the 
search process and 
look forward to 
providing another    
update in the near   
future. Thank you to 
everyone who offered 
information/guidance/ 
support to the search 
committee over the 
last few weeks! 
 
   
 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Amy Simpson, Mike 
Patton, Jennifer 
Loudermilk, Nate 
Schmidt and John Zinn 
Alternates: Vickie 
Montgomery, Denny 
Phillips  

Pastoral  Search Committee  

  CMFCC Member Calling 

Baby Bottle 

Campaign 

May 9-June 20 

Bottles are located 

in the sanctuary or 

at the church office. 

Must be returned by  

June 20. 
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calling everyone on our 
contact list to confirm 
that the information we 
have for them is      
correct.  We thank you 
in advance for taking the 
time to help us update 
and confirm our records 
so that the office has    
correct information and 
so that our next pastor 
will be greeted with a 
database that accurately 
reflects our current 
membership. 
 
 
 
 

         
     
 
 
 
 
 

Between COVID-19   
separation, staff      
turnover, and        
computer problems in 
the church office, we 
have discovered that 
our membership list is      
confused and outdated. 
Beginning on June1st 
and continuing until we 
have connected with 
everyone that we can, 
the members of the 
CMFCC Team will be 



From the grave’s depths, 
Lord Jesus Christ, you 
emerged, breaking the 
hold of sin, death and 
hell, that those who trust 
in you might share in 
your righteousness, life 
and beloved community 

 

 

 

RC Car Day... 

Engaging our youth in a fun and family 

friendly event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In ancient Israel, on the Day of 
Atonement, the priest led the 
people through various      
sacrifices designed to “cleanse” 
the people of their sin before 
God. The number of specific 
steps the priest and the people 
had to go through are  
astounding. The interesting part 
is what happens after, the 
priest brings out a live goat and 
lays all of the “sins,            
transgressions, and iniquities” 
of the people. Then the goat is 
led into the wilderness       
symbolically “carrying all of 
their iniquities to an empty 
wasteland.” 1 This beautiful and 
symbolic act united the people 
in owning their sin, but also in 
letting it go. 

Unfortunately, much of      
religion’s history has been to 
distort this inwardly cleansing 
ritual into an outwardly     
projected blame game. In   
today’s parlance “scapegoating” 
refers to whenever someone 
finds another person or group 
to lay societal ills at their feet. 
What’s fascinating is how this 
process doesn’t require any 
empirical evidence against the 
blamed but simply agreement 
by the blamers. As its been 
said: “It really doesn’t matter if 
the person is actually guilty or 
wrong, as long as everyone 
agrees on it. That agreement 
allows the community to act 
against the scapegoat and feel 
justified. They can hate, abuse, 

ridicule, neglect, expel, wound 
or kill the scapegoat and    
actually experience feelings of 
joy and well-being afterward.”  
2 Our savior’s crucifixion came 
at the hands of those in charge 
of the church and the state. 
They agreed that this innocent 
lamb was such a sinner that he 
deserved to die (while they set 
free a convicted murderer.) 
3 Why was this the way of the 
Cross? To me, Christ became 
the universal scapegoat to  
reveal the lie of the scapegoat 
mechanism. We need His light 
to shine on this systemic blame 
game because it works largely 
in the unconscious. As he said, 
“Forgive them Father, for they 
know not what they do.” Jesus 
 

The goal this year is to 
build relationships    
between our younger 
and older generations. 
We will do this by   
having our own people 
lead "life skills" classes 
each night for our    
elementary aged     
children. There will be 
music and snacks, of 

Join us for a new and 
exciting VBS this year! 

course, but the focus 
will be to teach     
practical skills to our 
young ones - all while 
making connections 
that can last a lifetime. 
There will be many 
ways to help, so please 
contact the office if you 
would like to assist in 
any way.  

Contemplative Corner: The Universal Scapegoat 

VBS August 9—11   6:00 pm—8:00 pm   

Pilgrim Fellowship  

June 23  
Family Fun Day at      
Arnolds Park!  A group 
rate will be available 
for all attending, each 
family/person will pay 
their own way. While 
we will gather as a 
group at 3:30 on the 
green, this is an all day 

pass so families are  
encouraged to arrive 
early if they prefer to 
make the most of their 
all day passes. 
 
Park hours are  
10:00a -8:00p 
 

June 9 PF Youth will 
meet with Bri Bloom at 
Oneota Park to gain 
wilderness survival 
training 4:30—6:00. 
They will learn how to 
make a fire, build    
shelters, and other 
woodcraft skills. 
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PF 

replaced the myth of         
redemptive violence for the 
truth of redemptive        
suffering. He showed us on 
the cross how to hold the 
pain and let it transform us,   
rather than pass it on to 
others. 4 We just have to 
decide when we are ready to 
lay down our cross (our way 
of doing things,) pick up His 
cross (his way,) and follow 
Him. 
  
Joseph 
 

1. Leviticus 16 
2. From the Raven Foundation 

3. Matthew 27:15-23 
4. From the Center for Action 

and Contemplation 



go down through the 
tunnel without    
turning on the lights. 
In his haste his head 
did not make the 
sharp turn in the  
tunnel and he ran 
smack dab into the 
wall with a bloody 
red nose to show for 
it! He showed up in 
the office with a 
bloody face and a 
swollen red nose! 
Mary Kay jumped 
into nurse action and 
hurried to get some 
ice and a cloth to 
clean up Pastor 
Hallauer! The men 
from Warner’s came 
looking for Pastor, 
it’s time to start the 
service! I can only 
imagine what Digger 
Harrington from 
Warner’s would 
have proclaimed if 
he was one of the 
Warner’s men there 
that day! Mary Kay 
got the skinned nose 
of Pastor Hallauer to 
quit bleeding and the 
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service went on with 
a red nosed Pastor! 
Fast forward to the 
late 1990’s and I   
believe I heard Eric 
Van Tassell had a 
similar experience in 
the tunnel with that 
Wall. It seems to 
jump out in front of 
you when you least 
expect it! 

If you have stories to 
share please let us 
hear them! We are 
planning a great  
party to celebrate 
our heritage and we 
want everyone to be 
a part of the          
fellowship. The 
committee members 
are Kella Klinker-
Simonin, Tom & 
Katie Howe, Randy 
Van Dyke, Bob 
Rose, Betty Weikum, 
Shelly Robison, 
Emalee & Dawn 
Weuve, Linda        
Edwards and Kathy 
Anderson. 

Remembering Our 

150th Anniversary Celebration 

The memories have 
been made- Let’s 
Share the Fun! 

The group has   
started digging up 
history. Listening to 
stories from our   
heritage is always 
fun and sure to bring 
a smile to your face. 
Mary Kay Zinn 
served the church as 
church secretary in 
the 1960’s. She     
recounts that Pastor 
Hallauer was getting 
ready to preside over 
the funeral of Mrs. 
K.R. Camp. He 
walked to the back 
of the church where 
the body and casket 
were being viewed 
near the downstairs 
steps, after being 
stopped to visit with 
guests he decides he 
should hurry along 
to get started with 
the service. Not 
wishing to disturb 
the lighting near the 
casket he chooses to 

Rev. G.G. Hallauer 

Mary Kay Zinn 



 

Taylor Allen 
5981 Stevens Road 
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060 
(son of Gregg & Kris Allen) 
 
Evan Ball 
4120 Van Buren Avenue 
Sutherland, IA 51058 
(grandson of Jackie Ball) 
 
Brandon Black 
11501 Maass Road #206 
Bellevue, NE 68123 
Brandon.black85@yahoo.com 
(son of Jon & Lori Black) 
 
Russell Drake 
11124 S.E. 100th Avenue 
Happy Valley, OR 97086 
(grandson of Norma Drake) 
 
Major Mark Ivey 
6 Elgallo 
Cedar Crest, NM 87008 
(husband of Cara           
Wilkerson-Ivey) 

Nathan Jones 
P.O. Box 18143 
Parris Island, SC 29905 
(son of Deb Jepson) 
 
1st SGT Jared Leonard 
6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D 
Jber, AK 99506 
(son of Barb Mugge) 
 
Adam Norgaard 
519 East 10th Street 
Spencer, IA 51301 
(son of Linda Norgaard,   grand-
son of LaVonne Peterson) 
 
Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan 
166 Ent Road 
Hamscom FFB, MA 01731 
(grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 
CPL Nicholas Sundblad 
P.O. Box 493 
San Clemente, CA 92674 
(son of Steve & Wanda 
Sundblad) 
 

Major Kathryn Polking 
949 MDVSS 
APO, AE 09366 
(sister-in-law of Alison Munter) 
 
PVT Daniel Wilkerson 
Fort Lee, VA 
(will be moving soon) 
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 
 
Captain Matt Wilkerson 
1310 W. Wrightwood Ave., 
Unit R 
Chicago, IL 60614 
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 
 
 

would not require a deep 
immersion in every     
aspect of the disease…
simply a willingness to 
help provide a space 
within which people living 
with Parkinson’s and their 
caregivers can share their 
struggles and receive  
support.  If you would be 
interested in helping get 
this group going, please 
let Pastor Casey 
know.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
  

Parkinson’s Support 
Group 
FCC is in the process of 
trying to put together a 
Parkinson’s Support 
Group, to be located at 
and run by our church 
and open to the      
community.  (The    
closest one is an hour’s 
drive away.)  We have 
access to information 
from the Iowa American 
Parkinson’s Disease  
Association to guide the 
group, but before we 
can get started we need 
to locate an individual 
who is willing to        
facilitate the group.  This 

National Alliance on 
Mental Illness 
NAMI is offering a free, 8 
week class for family 
members of people living 
with mental illness.   
Classes are scheduled for 
Mondays from 6 to 8:30, 
beginning June 21st at 
Faith Lutheran in      
Spencer.  Space is       
limited.  Call 712-229-
7145 to sign up.  More 
information is available on 
the posters at church. 
 
 
 

Remembering Our Military  

Parkinson’s Support Group & Other Mental Health Support                           

Page 7 Volume 1, Issue 6 

Send a card, note or 
care package to our 
dedicated service 
men and women.  



First Congregational Church 
is a member of the National 
Association of 
Congregational Christian 
Churches and the Iowa-
Nebraska Association of 
Congregational Christian 
Churches  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

June 28 Bill Phelps 
June 29 Emalee Weuve 
 
 
June Anniversaries 
 
June 4 Bryan & Gayle Bailey 
June 5 Denny & Kaye Price 
June 6 Roger & Linda Littlefield 
June 8 Matt & Stacie Bryant 
 Jack & Mary Schomaker 
June 11 Jason & Melissa Moser 
June 13 Steve & Wanda Sundblad 
June 15 Dave & Rhonda Baish 
June 17 Paul & Deb Jepson 
June 27 Doug & Sandy Hart 
 Dale & Becky Woolery 
June 28 Brian & Angie Fassbender 

June Birthdays 
 
June 4 Frank Edington 
June 5 Cara Ivey 
June 6 Dave Lynn 
 Mia Simpson 
June 7 Kella Klinker-Simonin 
 Sylvia Nelson 
 Laura Roegner 
 Cassie Soma 
June 8 Mike Patten 
June 12 Lauren Hall 
 Susan Howe 
 Judi Nielsen 
June 13 Judy Orrison 
 Dean Saunders 
June 14  Katie Miller 
June 15 Kalli Miller 
 Lisa Moret 
June 16 Joyce Wagner 
June 18 Lauren Ellis 
June 19 Bertha Besaw 
June 20 Amy Simpson 
June 21 Jennifer Loudermilk 
 Shelly Robison 
June 22 Randy Van Dyke 
June 24 Linda Norgaard 
June 25 Paul Conover 
 Doris Van Buren 
 Wendy Van Tassell 

June Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Visit us on Facebook 

First Congregational Church 
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301 

712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org 
FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 

Pastor: Casey vanderBent pastor@congospencer.org 
Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett 

familyministry@congospencer.org 
Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg  

office@congospencer.org 
Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins 

Chancel Choir Director: Deb Jepson/Judy Hemphill 
Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans 

Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn 

The office will be 
closed Monday,      
May 31 in honor of 
Memorial Day 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. 
Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by 
loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,     
missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s 
grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of 
God.  

Mission Statement 

Reminder of the correct 
email for the church office 
office@congospencer.org 
The old SMU email is    
obsolete. 
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