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School’s out for summer!
When my kids were in
preschool and early
elementary, the
exclamation mark at the
end of this sentence did
not signify the excitement
and relief that it does
now. It was more of a
panicked, “What am I
going to do to keep these
kids busy all day, every
day!?” With older, busier,
stressed out kids, summer
is a much anticipated
break–a chance to reset
and rest. We all need a
break from crazy
schedules, deadlines,
middle school friend
drama, and the doldrums
of our routines.
For kids (and hopefully
adults) summer can be the
time of year with the
most free time to spend
outside in God’s creation,
and also in our own
creative minds. There are
more opportunities to
test out and decide how
we value spending our
time, and who we really
want to spend it with. It
can be a time of
independence: learning to
swim, ski or drive a car,

first bike rides alone
across Grand Avenue, and
even first time jobs (come
see Nora at the Nutty Bar
Stand!)
As adults, summer
probably brings fewer
changes to the daily
routine, but we still
benefit from the extended
daylight hours, warmer
weather and open
restaurants. We can go
back to boating, golfing,
fishing, or gardening. We
also need a chance to
reset, rest and evaluate
what we do with our
precious time.
Some of us step away
from church during the
summer reset (no
judgment here!). We take
a break from Sunday
School and may spend
more time outside in
God’s world than we do
inside his House. Being in
His creation creates
feelings of meaningful
worship, and provides
many opportunities to
wonder about God, His
world, and our places in it.
(Without fail for the last
16 years, summer has

prompted my kids to ask
weekly about God,
specifically, “Why did He
create mosquitoes?”)
First Congregational is not
out for summer! While
we may take a break from
certain activities, there is
still a lot going on at
church. Please participate
in the fun that the church
has planned this summer,
from the 150th
Anniversary celebration to
VBS and Worship on the
Queen. And when you are
outside in God’s world,
enjoying the sun or
swatting the mosquitoes,
be sure to take the time
to marvel at all He has
done.
Gayle Conover,
Moderator 2022
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Church News
It’s A Girl…
Eric & Katie Van Tassell
welcomed baby girl
Cassandra Barbara Van
Tassell on May 23, 2022 at
1:26 pm. Casandra weighed
8# 5 oz and 20” long. She is
welcomed home by big
brother Grayson, and
grandparents Tom &
Wendy Van Tassell.

Condolences…
Celebration of Life for Mary
Kay Edmondson who passed
away on February 13, 2022
at the age of 73 will be held
on June 4 from 5:00—8:00
at Weezey’s 2.
Funeral services for Eleanor
Wendlandt who passed
away on February 16, 2020
at the age of 93 will be held
on June 10 at FCC. Family
arriving at 10:30, funeral
11:00, luncheon to follow.
Private family burial.

Hospitalizations/
Surgeries, Testing…
Prayers for Sheryl Patten’s
brother Bernie as he
experiences health issues.
Kathy Joenks as she begins
radiation for her cancer.
Randy Van Dyke’s mother
Alice who has fallen and
suffered a stroke, she is 100
years old.
Barb Jacobson’s mother
Doris Schmidt has been
released from rehab and is
now home.
Tom Hinrichsen as he
continues to battle health
issues.

Congregational Communicator
Pray for Dr. Rick Wilkerson
as he travels to Ukraine to
deliver medical equipment
and teach a method of fixing
fractures without a full OR.

to Christ. We cannot live
independently of one another anymore than we can
live independently of Christ.
Like the bees, we must learn
to practice the sacrifice,
labor, sharing, and submission
of love that together we ‘may
grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even
Christ’”
(Ephesians 4:15, KJV). How
are you using your own
spiritual gifts to build up your
church “hive”?
Newsletter Newsletter

Steindl-Rast concludes,
“Grateful people are joyful
people.”
Newsletter Newsletter

A standup guy
During the pandemic, a
Maryland man used “dad
jokes” to lift neighbors’ spirits.
Tom Schruben jotted down a
joke-of-the-day on a curbside
Help Needed…
whiteboard. Hearing people
Mary Lou Hoffman needs
chuckle and chat eased the
someone to help her with
isolation. Schruben and his
downsizing a couple hours
wife, Ann, became intentional
per week,. Will pay.
about seeking joy after two of
Contact the church office if
their children died. They
interested.
Grateful people are joyful vowed to “find happiness
people
again” and share it. For
Thank You…
In
a
2013
TED
Talk,
David
Father’s Day last year,
Thank you to all who
Steindl-Rast
says
many
people
Schruben held a Bad Dad Joke
donated to the Ukraine
think
happiness
leads
to
contest, donating entry fees
One Great Hour of Sharing.
gratefulness.
“Think
again,”
he
to a local charity. Here are a
Your donations will make
says.
“Is
it
really
the
happy
few of his favorites:
such a difference.
people that are grateful? We
all know … people who have If two vegans get into an
Thoughts…
everything it [takes] to be
argument, is it still considered
The Church hive
happy, and they are not
a beef?
Bees live in a cooperative
happy, because they want
way described as
something else or they want I ordered a chicken and an
“eusociality,” or good
more of the same. And we all egg from Amazon. I’ll let you
relations. Each bee
know people who have lots
know.
contributes a specific skill to of misfortune [yet] are deeply
the colony, synchronizing its happy. ... Why? Because they
What do you call a bear with
efforts for the benefit of all. are grateful. So it is not
no teeth? A gummy bear.
Likewise, a church’s health happiness that makes us
Newsletter Newsletter
depends on all members
grateful. It’s gratefulness that
fulfilling their responsibility makes us happy.”
to the organism as a whole.
Descriptions of hive life
We must be cautious:
mirror Paul’s words about
Depression is a real illness,
the body of Christ, with
and therapy or medicine may
members having different
be necessary to help us feel
gifts “but the same Spirit”
“happy” and enjoy life again.
(1 Corinthians 12:4).
Also, “joy” is perhaps a more
fitting word than “happiness”;
According to R.S. Beal Jr.,
happiness can be fleeting and
who was both a pastor and superficial, while joy is
a zoology professor, a
heart-deep and abiding. In
beehive is the perfect “living Jesus, even when we’re sad
illustration of how to walk
or struggling or fearful, we
in unity.” He wrote, “Those can have joy — the
of us who have believed in
confidence that God holds us
Jesus belong to one another in his arms. And for that, we
just as much as we belong
can be grateful. Indeed,
Jack Schomaker as he has
further testing and surgery
on his kidney tumor.
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Pastoral Search Committee

The last year has been a
roller coaster for the
Pastoral Search Committee.
Mike, Nate, John, Jennifer,
Vickie, Denny and I are so
honored to have been
tasked with this important
work. It has been an
eye-opening and challenging
process at times but has
allowed us to see the
MANY wonderful aspects of
our church and it’s valuable
members.
We have utilized as many
resources as possible to find

our next Lead Pastor;
including print, digital, online
listings, a pastoral search firm,
word of mouth, etc. We have
learned that there are many
churches seeking pastors and
not enough pastors available
to meet all of those spiritual
needs. Over the last year, our
search efforts have connected
us with over 30 applicants.
We have interviewed 10 of
whom met the education and
experience criteria that will
serve First Congo best. Five
of those candidates made it to
at least a second interview
and three of those advanced
to the point that references
were contacted and
compensation discussions
happened. Unfortunately, we
determined that one of those
three was not the right fit for

our church, one of them
decided to relocate to a
different state to be close
to family and the third
decided to take their
name out of the running
(for reasons of which we
are unsure).
So our search efforts
continue and even though
we have seen ups and
downs, our commitment
to finding the next Pastor
for our church has not
waivered. We know that
the right person is out
there and that God has a
plan for our church. Thank
you to so many who
continue to fill the gaps
and meet the needs of our
church. We are stronger
together and as we look

ahead to the 150th
Celebration, I could not be
more proud to be a
member of this church
family.
Pastoral Search
Committee:
Amy Simpson
Mike Patten
Nate Schmidt
John Zinn
Jennifer Loudermilk
Vickie Montgomery
Denny Phillips

Waiting is hard,
but it is worth it
because God’s
timing is perfect

NACCC Annual Meeting & Conference
Join us at the 2022
Annual Meeting &
Conference in Wichita
June 25-28!

•

Mission Stories that
Reflect God’s Call:
Through the NACCC
missions, we learn of
Christ’s actions in places
Our 68th Annual Meeting &
both near and far.
Conference will be a hybrid
• How to be a
event which is both an
Reconciler: Introducing
in-person and virtual
four practical steps
attendance meeting.
everyone can take to
engage reconciliation in
Here is a listing of this years
our areas of influence.
workshops:
• Faith and
• Growing Common
Finance...but wait
Bonds: Overcoming the
there’s more: Leaving a
impact of Cultural
legacy gift to your church
Polarization on our
can be very rewarding.
Churches: Introducing five
• How Does Your
orienting steps for
Garden Grow?:
addressing the challenge of
Churches know active
polarization in our
ministries and
churches.

•

•

connections with
their community are
vital but figuring out
the best options to
pursue can often be
difficult.
Youth Resource
Conversations:
Studies have shown
that church youth
participation has
been declining across
the board, but do we
know why?
The Post-Covid
Church: Covid has
set a lot of churches
searching for new
ways to gather their
congregations back
to “normal”.

•

•

•

Church-Related
Colleges in Our
Midst: Colleges and
universities with a
church affiliation are
often autonomous
and as diverse and
inclusive, if not more
so, than non-affiliated
schools.
Prepping Your
Church for a
Sabbatical: Are you
a pastor starting to
dream and plan for a
sabbatical?
General Financial
Health for Youth:
Discussing debt
management, like
repaying student
loans, bank accounts
etc...
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Summer Office
Hours
Beginning May 31
Thru
September 2

9:00—12:30

Congregational Communicator

Time Capsule

Flag Fest Float

What were you doing 50
years ago? The committee
for the 150th Anniversary of
First Congregational
Church, has decided to
open up the time capsule
from 1972. It has been
buried in the west
courtyard, under a stone
marker, for 50 years. The
contents will be displayed
during the 150th
Anniversary Celebration on
July 9-10.

Flag Fest Float...
Do you love parades? Want
to help with the 150th Flag
Fest Float? Do you enjoy
being in a parade and
handing out pens and
bookmarks, candy, etc. ?

Please be thinking of
additional items to add to
the new time capsule for
future generations to enjoy
discovering.

Baby Bottle
Your spare change, cash
and checks are greatly
appreciated to support
Cherish Center Baby
Bottle Campaign.

We have just the ticket for
you! Contact the church
office if you can help in any
of these three areas.
Flag Fest Parade is June 11
at 10:00 am. Come one,
come all and celebrate our
church, spreading the word
of God and our 150 years in
Spencer.

This event runs May 8—
June 19. Bottles are
located in the Narthex
and the church office.

Stay tuned for more
information.

Congo Night Out

Mayflower Circle
Mayflower Circle will hold
their July 16th luncheon at
Minerva’s in Okoboji at
11:30.

Need a jump start in the
morning? Something that
will give you the right
mind set to start your
day? Pray As You Go is
held Monday-Friday at
9:30 in the Chapel. Or
you can get the app online
and pray anywhere
anytime.

Let the church office know
if you plan to attend and if
you need a ride.
Join us for the June Congo
Night Out at Sammy’s
Italian Pasta & Pizza,
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 from
5:30—7:00. All are welcome
to attend, Dutch treat.
There will not be a Congo
Night Out in July due to
VBS. Watch for details on
the August event.

What better way to enjoy a
meal than being together
enjoying the company of
one another.

Father’s Day

"Thanks For Believing
In Me
I needed to have someone
on my side, Someone who
was loving and true, I had to
know that I mattered to
someone, One of those
someone's is you.
Because you always believed
in me, I came to believe in
me too, You built my
strength and confidence, To
see the tough times
through. Thank you dad for
believing in me, Thank you
for taking my side, Through
all the ups and downs of life,
And every bumpy ride. I'm
truly very grateful dad, And
I simply want to say, hope
you have a well-earned
Happy Father's Day!

Page 5

Volume 2, Issue 6

Contemplative Corner: “Reading Reality”
“There is an adage that
goes something like this:
“We produce the world
we see.” In other words,
how we choose to see the
world around us makes an
actual difference in the
way our world is shaped.
Do you have a good life,
or a bad one? Do we live
in a good place, or a
terrible one? Is your
relationship a good one or
a bad one? There is likely
evidence to support either
view which means it
remains a choice.
David Eggers’s The
Circle is a novel about
how we learn to see, or
not see the world right in
front of us. Eggers
describes the shape of a
potential networked
world, a world of 24hours-a-day/7-days-a-

VBS
We are looking ahead to
“Old Fashioned VBS”
Tuesday—Thursday
July 5—7 6:00-8:00 pm

Please RSVP online by
June 7 12:00 pm if your
K-5th grade child, relative
or friends children would
like to attend. The entire
community is welcome to
come.
If anyone would like to
help with VBS please let
us know.

week technologies that
lock us into a deformed,
Orwellian-like society.
The Circle is about what
we choose to see and
what we fail to see. It
invites us to see our world
through different eyes, to
recover ways of seeing
lost in a world overrun by
screen and tweets.
I believe that one of
faith’s key roles is to help
us with new kinds of
‘seeing.’ Consider the
many times Jesus brought
sight to the blind! In Luke
4, Christ indicates this as
one of the ‘top five’
reasons he was sent to us.
Surely this means much
more than curing
biological blindness.

Changing the World,
Alan J. Roxborough keys
in on just how vital this is
to the church’s future:
“Changed imagination
doesn’t happen through a
teaching series or reading
a book on some hot new
theme. It happens as a
group of very ordinary
men, women, and young
people begin to take on
new practices, in
particular the practices of
listening, discerning,
experimenting, reflecting,
and deciding. Together,
these steps make up a
journey.” Roxborough
agrees with the idea that
reading reality with a
clear set of lenses is
critical to a changed
world.

In his book, Joining God,
Remaking Church,

What do you think? How
can we come together as

PF Movie Night

Family Swim Day

The PF Youth are planning
a movie matinee afternoon
on June 4th.
As of print time, movie
schedules and times are
not available. Look for
more information as we
get closer to the date for
movie location and time.
Cost of the movie is on
each person.

the First Congo Church
of Spencer and begin
this kind of journey?
What ‘new practices’
could we undertake,
that could help to open
our eyes and change our
imagination?
—Joseph Leggett

RC Car Day...
Engaging our youth in a fun and family
friendly event!

Family Swim Day at
Kings Pointe Water
Park in Storm Lake
Sunday, July 17.

Meeting at Kings
Pointe around 12:30.
The church is
covering cost of all
minors, adults to pay
their own way.
Plan on joining us and
enjoying a fun
afternoon of
swimming and water
activities.

From the grave’s depths,
Lord Jesus Christ, you
emerged, breaking the
hold of sin, death and
hell, that those who trust
in you might share in
your righteousness, life
and beloved community
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150th Anniversary Celebration Anniversary Fun Facts
Mary Kay Zinn, being one of
our church family’s oldest
members, shared some
tidbits that she remembers
from our church’s history.
She remembers that we
didn’t always have 3 or 4
church meals together in a
year. The most celebrated
meal consisted of the famous
“Congregational Ham Loaf”
with Dorothy Sullivan and
Alberta Loveland making a
special sauce of ketchup,
brown sugar and a little
mustard to make it tasty and
tangy. It was always a hit
with everyone! This recipe
can be found in the church
cook book with a white
cover or the book that is
called the Cradle Roll Cook
Book.
The church provided the
ham loaf and the rest of the
meal was assigned according
to the alphabet, if your name
began with an A—G you
brought a salad, if your name
began with an H—R you
brought a vegetable or
potato dish, and S—Z
brought a dessert.

Having a fellowship meal
together was so enjoyable
that under Bob Rose and
Karl Peterson’s leadership
the church family started
sharing meals at other times
that have evolved into the
Heritage Dinner, Christmas
Roast Beef Dinner, Palm
Sunday Ham Dinner, and the
Easter Breakfast with Rod
Meendering and Vickie
Montgomery leading the
teams of meal makers. At
some point the Spaghetti

Dinner was added as well.
First Congregational Church
continues to carry that torch
of fellowship!
The Annual Meetings were
held on the 4th Thursday of
January in the evening. Those
meetings were often on cold
dark wintery nights and it
was hard to get a quorum of
75 people to come out for
them. At that time 14 year
old’s could be members of
the church but could not
vote until they were 16 years
old. It took many calls to
encourage people to attend
in order to obtain a quorum.
A decision was made to
change the church’s By-Laws
and move the Annual
Meeting to a Sunday after
worship in January to get
better attendance.
Mary Kay also wanted to
share the story of the
Faithfulness of two couples
that for years took time
every Sunday to collect and
count the offerings given by
the people of our church.
These two couples were
Bob and Norma Drake and
Dean and Vi Reason. They
served as financial
secretaries for the church.
Each Sunday they counted
and balanced to the penny
the offerings and took it to
the bank on Sunday so there
was never money left in the
church. The church has
been broken into but never
has any money gone missing.
Mary Kay wanted to honor
these dedicated individuals
for their service to our
church and its members.

There are many members
that were born into
membership as their parents
were members before them
and passed on this legacy of
being members of First
Congregational Church. Two
particular people come to
mind that have remained
leaders in this church for
their whole lives include
Tom C. Howe and Tom R.
Howe.

deemed to have functioned in
a profession manner
consistently throughout that
twenty-five year period
exemplifying the highest
standards in her work, and,

Therefore, Let it be known,
that by unanimous vote the
Board of Trustees and the
Board of Deacons of the First
Congregational Church
designate May 6th, 1984 as
“Mary Kay Zinn Day”
Mary Kay notes that it is an in celebration of her twenty
interesting fact they both are five years of faithful service
lifelong members with the
and that we invite others in
same name but not related in our Community to join with us
any way. We salute both
in honoring her as a
Tom’s for their faithfulness
dedicated disciple of Jesus
and dedication to our church Christ in her Life and work for
the advancement of the
family.
Kingdom of God all of these
years.
Approved by unanimous
consent this 15th day of
March in the year of our Lord
1984.

Speaking of salutes, did you
know that May 6th 1984 was
designated to be known as
MARY KAY ZINN DAY?
Bill Orrison was Chairman of
the Board of Trustees and
Greg Knight Chairman of the
Board of Deacons at the
time.
Mary Kay’s recognition is as
follows…
Whereas, March 23, 1984
marks the twenty-fifty year of
employment of Mary Kay Zinn
by the First Congregational
Church of Spencer, Iowa as
church secretary, and,
Whereas, her tenure of office

Mr. William Orrison,
Chairman, Board of Trustees,
Mr. Greg Knight, Chairman,
Board of Deacons.
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Remembering Our Military
Taylor Allen
5981 Stevens Road
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060
(son of Gregg & Kris Allen)

1st SGT Jared Leonard
6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D
Jber, AK 99506
(son of Barb Mugge)

PVT Daniel Wilkerson
Fort Lee, VA
(will be moving soon)
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Evan Ball
4120 Van Buren Avenue
Sutherland, IA 51058
(grandson of Jackie Ball)

Adam Norgaard
519 East 10th Street
Spencer, IA 51301
(son of Linda Norgaard,
grandson of LaVonne Peterson)

Captain Matt Wilkerson
1310 W. Wrightwood Ave.,
Unit R
Chicago, IL 60614
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Brandon Black
3027 Holloway Avenue
Bellevue, NE 68123
Brandon.black85@yahoo.com
(son of Jon & Lori Black)
Major Mark Ivey
6 Elgallo
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
(husband of Cara
Wilkerson-Ivey)
Nathan Jones
141 Marauders Bay
Beaufort, SC 29906
(son of Deb Jepson)

Send a card, note or
care package to our
dedicated service
men and women.

Major Kathryn Polking
949 MDVSS
APO, AE 09366
(sister-in-law of Alison Munter)
Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan
PSC 817 Box 3327
FPO AE 09622
(grandson of LaVonne Peterson)
Sgt. Nicholas Sundblad
P.O. Box 493
San Clemente, CA 92674
(son of Steve & Wanda
Sundblad)

150th Anniversary Activities
150th Anniversary
Activities
July 9—10, 2022
Saturday
Open house with the
viewing of the articles in
the time capsule and the
church building which will
be available to the public
from 4 – 5 pm.

dish and N–Z bring a
vegetable dish to share. The
ice cream will also be
furnished by the church.
Joseph and the VBS team
will have a few games and
there will be a camp like
sing - a - long time including
introductions of former
Pastors and lay leaders that
have served the church. A
video of church members
reminiscing will be shown as
well.

Potluck Picnic at 5 pm
North Park. (Please
bring your own table
service.) Serving iced tea
and lemonade along with
Sunday
the main course, roast beef Worship service will include
sandwich will be provided. former Pastors Casey
vanderBent, , Pastor Tom
Keeping with the tradition Van Tassell, Pastor Wendy
of past fellowship meals we Van Tassell, Pastor Chris
would like to suggest that Richards and possibly Pastor
last names beginning with Dr. Patrick Shelly –
A–M bring a salad type of depending if Dr. Shelly’s

health allows him to join us.
Introductions of all lay
leaders and pulpit supply
Pastors will be recognized.
We are planning to have a
group photo taken outside
in the court yard of all those
in attendance by a drone.
After worship there will be
a Free Will Offering for the
catered meal from Crazy
Bob’s from Hartley of pulled
pork with salads and other
fixings and birthday cake for
our church’s 150th birthday.
The video will again be
playing for people to watch,
there will be a time of
fellowship and looking at the
memorabilia and history of
the items that will be added

to the time capsule for
this special celebration of
our church’s rich
heritage.

Congregational Communicator
First Congregational Church
is a member of the National
Association of Congregational
Christian Churches and the
Iowa-Nebraska Association of
Congregational Christian
Churches

June Birthdays & Anniversaries
June Birthdays
June 4
June 5
June 6
June 7

June 8
June 12
June 13

Visit us on Facebook

June 14
June 15
June 16
June 18
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 24
June 25

Frank Edington
Cara Ivey
David Lynn
Mia Simpson
Kella Klinker-Simonin
Sylvia Nelson
Laura Roegner
Cassie Soma
Mike Patten
Lauren Hall
Susan Howe
Judi Nielsen
Judy Orrison
Dean Saunders
Katie Miller
Kalli Miller
Lisa Moret
Joyce Wagner
Lauren Ellis
Amy Simpson
Jennifer Loudermilk
Shelly Robison
Randy Van Dyke
Linda Norgaard
Paul Conover
Doris Van Buren
Wendy Van Tassell

June 26 Elina Ozolins
June 28 Bill Phelps
June 29 Emalee Weuve

June Anniversaries
June 4
June 5
June 6
June 8

June 11
June 13
June 15
June 17
June 27
June 28

Bryan & Gayle Bailey
Denny & Kaye Price
Roger & Linda Littlefield
Matt & Stacie Bryant
Jack & Mary Schomaker
Jason & Melissa Moser
Steve & Wanda Sundblad
Dave & Rhonda Baish
Paul & Deb Jepson
Doug & Sandy Hart
Dale & Becky Woolery
Brian & Angie Fassbender

Happy Birthday
& Anniversary

Secretary
9:00—12:30
Mon-Fri

Mission Statement

Joseph
Tue—Fri

10:00—3:00

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God.
Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by
loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,
missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s
grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of
God.
First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org
FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
Pastor: Pulpit Supply
Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett
familyministry@congospencer.org
Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg
office@congospencer.org
Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins
Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans
Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn

