
 
FAST from pressures and 

be prayerful. 

 
FAST from bitterness; fill 

your hearts with joy. 

 
FAST from selfishness and 

be compassionate. 

 
FAST from grudges and be 

reconciled.  

 
FAST from words; be  

silent and listen. 

 

May we ponder these 

words as we journey to 

the cross in the next 40 

days. 

 

In love and gratitude, 

Sheryl Patten  

Moderator 

  

Ash Wednesday marks 

the beginning of Lent, the 

forty days prior to Easter. 

It is a time for             

introspection and        

reflection on our         

individual faith journeys. 

Traditionally many ponder 

“giving up” something 

which we consider        

self-indulgent which might 

include food like sweets 

or alcohol or gaming. Such 

actions would involve 

commitment and sacrifice. 

Others may involve   

commitment or giving 

your time toward      

something meaningful 

which ultimately means 

sacrificing your time like 

involvement in a church 

or community project. 

 
If you want to make 

changes in your physical 

body then the option of 

giving up sweets or     

others indulgences is the 

way to go. But if you 

want to make changes in 

your heart, a harder fast 

is needed. Pope Francis 

has suggested in the   

following quote that even 

more than sweets or 

alcohol, we fast from   

  indifference towards    

  others. 

 
DO YOU WANT TO 

FAST THIS LENT? 

 
FAST from hurting words 

and say kind words. 

 
FAST from sadness and be 

filled with gratitude. 

 
FAST from anger and be 

filled with patience. 

 
FAST from pessimism 

and be filled with hope. 

 
FAST from worries and 

have trust in God. 

 
FAST from complaints; 

contemplate simplicity. 

“Notes from the Moderator” 
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Church News                                                        
Rural Church 

“One of the things that the rural 

church reminds the global church 

of is God’s commitment to be 

with people everywhere. We as 

the people of God have been 

sent to the ends of the earth and 

sometimes rural is one of those 

ends,” said Brad Roth, pastor of 

West Zion Mennonite Church in 

Moundridge, Kansas.  

“Not every place is going to have 

the same potential for the growth 

metric. But every place is still 

beloved by God and worthy of 

our best and most thoughtful 

ministry as the church.” 

                             —Mike Row 

Winter Poem 

It’s winter in Iowa, and the gentle 

breezes blow, seventy miles an 

hour at thirty-five below. 

Oh, how I love Iowa, when the 

snow’s up to your butt, you take 

a breath of winter, and your nose 

gets frozen shut.  

Yes, the weather here is       

wonderful, so I guess I’ll hang 

around, I could never leave Iowa, 

I’m frozen to the ground!       

 Submitted by Darlene Prather                                         

                —Author Unknown 

Humor… 

Scientists found a cure for 

apathy, but no one seemed to 

care.  

Congratulations… 
Congratulations to Anna 

and Jonathan Gabhart on 

the birth of their son   

Charlie River Gabhart    

February 12., 9 # 10 oz. 

Grandparents David & 

Shelly Robison, great   

grandparents Larry & Karen 

Forbes.  

 

Hospitalizations/

Surgeries, Testing… 
Prayers to Bill Green as he        

continues to have health 

concerns.  

 

Prayers to Angie Van Dyke 

Heikens as she continues to 

have health concerns.  

 

Condolences… 
To Elina Leander-Ozolins on 

the death of here sister-in-

law Candy Leander on   

February 5.  

 

To the family of Joanne 

Keyes on her death January 

27.  

 

Thank You… 
Thanks for all the food, 

calls, notes and prayers  

during my carpel tunnel 

recovery and my broken  

ankle.         Kathy Anderson 

 

Thank you for the Valentine 

flower and all the notes & 

cards from church        

members.          Barb Joenks 

 

Thank you for the carnation 

and cards for Valentine’s 

Day.       Mary Lou Hoffman 

 

Adopt A Family 

Thank You’s… 
Thank you so much for the 

gifts and support to our 

little family.           Family #4 

Thank you so much for all 

the wonderful gifts. Our 

family had a really tough 

year. You made three boys 

extremely happy. They 

know its not about the gifts, 

but about family. I am also 

extremely grateful to your 

family.                Family #20 

 

Just wanted to say Thank 

You so much! Your      

kindness and generosity are 

greatly appreciated! 

                           Family #9 

 

Thank you for your holiday 

spirit and generosity. It 

means a lot to our family. 

Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year! God Bless 

                         Family #24 

 

Thank you for helping me 

give my grandson a       

wonderful Christmas! Your 

generosity is appreciated 

more than you will ever 

know.     Family # Unknown 

 

Prayers… 
Continued prayers for those 

effected by the fire on 

Grand Avenue in January. 

 

Thoughts… 

Sharing the load 

In 1969 the Hollies released 

“He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My 

Brother.” Do you know the 

story behind that song title? 

 

Fifty years earlier in Omaha, 

Nebraska, a boy with polio 

was abandoned at Father 

Flanagan’s Home for Boys, 

predecessor to the Boys 

Town organization. Soon 

several older residents 

started carrying young 

Howard — with his heavy 

leg braces — especially up 

stairs. Father Flanagan once 

saw an older boy, Reuben, 

doing this and asked if it was 

hard work. Reuben replied, 

“He ain’t heavy, Father. He’s 

my brother.” Years later, 

these words and the image of 

one person carrying another 

became the Boys Town 

brand. 

 

All of us have been “carried” 

at some point, and we’ve 

likely “carried” someone else. 

The Hollies’ song declares: 

“His welfare is my concern.” 

Jesus said it this way: “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.” 

The load isn’t too heavy to 

bear because Jesus himself is 

always carrying us. 

                       —Church Art 

 

Anticipating life’s waves 

Joni Eareckson Tada, who 

was paralyzed after a diving 

accident, described swimming 

in the ocean as a child.     

Because the waves looked so 

high, her first inclination was 

to swim away from them. 

That, however, just left her 

tossed about and sometimes 

held underwater. “The best 

thing,” she discovered, “was 

to swim fast toward [the 

waves] and dive under them 

before they had a chance to 

break on top of you.” 

 

That’s true with life’s “waves 

of crisis or difficulty” too, 

says Tada. “The best way to 

beat those waves of trials and 

tough challenges is to face 

them. Head-on. Almost    

anticipating them. Sometimes 

I find myself literally diving 

into the middle of a problem 

before it has a chance to 

crash on top of me.” When 

problems are about to break 

on top of you, what helps you 

face them and stand your 

ground?        

                   —adapted from  

                  The Wired Word 
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Easter Offering                                     Holy Week            

Mayflower Circle 
May Breakfast & Bake Sale 

Wednesday, May 3 
7:00 am—10:00 am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The May Breakfast tradition 

continues!  

 

 

 

 

Clay County Food For Life 

The Core Ministry of Missions 

has chosen Clay County Food 

For Life as our local Easter 

offering entity.  

 

They are non-profit           

organization that is involved in 

providing meat to people in 

need in Clay County and works 
closely with UDMO who   

distributes the meat to those in 

need. On average UDMO  

distributes 25-30 emergency 

food pantries each month.  

 

 

 

Clay County Food For Live has 

successfully provided meat to 

people in need for 39 years.  

 

Due to federal regulations 

change, most of the meat must 

now be purchased from a  

federally inspected packing 

plant which have doubled the 

cost of operation for CCFFL.    
 

Your Easter donations will 

directly impact the lives of 

people living in Clay County. 

Thank you for your generosity.  
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Palm Sunday 

with Cantata 

April 2 service at 10:30 

 

Palm Sunday Meal 

April 2 11:30—12:15 

Serving ham, cheesy           

hashbrowns, carrots, roll, bars 

and possibly a salad. Free Will 

Donations.  
 

Maundy Thursday  

April 6 at 6:00 pm. 

 

Good Friday  

April 7 at 6:00 pm. 

Easter Sunrise Service 

April 9 7:00 am 

 

Easter Breakfast 

April 9 8:30—10:00 am 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

April 9 9:45 am 

Church Courtyard  or 

basement weather       
dependent.  

 

Easter Service 

with Cantata Finale 

April 9 10:30 am 

Mark your calendars for this         

fundraising event and we 

hope you all can join us for 

food and fellowship.  

 

Direct any questions to 

Jacque Heinrichs.  

Church Cookbooks are 

now on sale! Dawn and her 

team have been busy at the 

printing press and invite 

you to order your copy 

today for $7.00.  

 

All proceeds will go back 

into the 150th Anniversary 

Celebration to help cover 

costs of that fantastic 

event.  

Please let us 

know if you 

wish to  

continue to  receive the 

newsletter via regular 

mail or email. Call the 

office or send an email.  

The Flower Committee       

welcomes you to purchase   

Easter Lilies in memory,   honor, 

or in celebration of those you 

love. Cost is $18 per plant. 

Deadline to order is March 13. 

Order forms are inserted in the 

bulletins or contact the office.  

May Breakfast & Bake Sale          Cookbook           Newsletter                                   

Congo Night Out will be held at 

Pizza Ranch 

March 7 
5:30—7:00 

 
RSVP to the office if you plan on 

attending by March 3. 

 

Dutch Treat 

 

 Easter Lily Sales    Congo Night Out                              Paster Shazzy                                           

Paster Shazzy will be with 

us preaching on  

March 19!! 

 
Drop everything else and 

attend her first sermon as 

our settled Pastor! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Spirituality  

in Film... 

Come and view a mix of 

classic and contemporary 

films and probe questions of 

faith as they relate to the 

themes of each movie.  

5:30 pm Potluck  

6:15 Film & Discussion  

(childcare provided) 

 
Sunday, March 5 

Pinocchio    PG 

Determined to bring back his 

beloved son Carlo, Geppetto, a 

pained father and excellent 

carpenter, cuts down a tall, 

solitary pine tree to fashion it 

into a marionette: the spitting  

image of his lost boy. And as the 

compassionate Blue Fairy grants 

Geppetto his wish, christening 

the wooden creation Pinocchio, 

the freshly carved puppet 

comes to life to heal Geppetto's 

broken heart. However, 

with Benito Mussolini having 

Italy under his thumb, minuscule 

guardian Sebastian J. Cricket has 

his work cut out for him,   

keeping Pinocchio on the 

straight and narrow. Now, an 

exciting world of possibilities 

opens up. Will wide-eyed    

Pinocchio stay on the right path 

and become a real Italian boy? 

 
Sunday, March 12 

The Dark Knight    PG-13                              

Set within a year after the 

events of Batman Begins (2005), 

Batman, Lieutenant James   

Gordon, and new District   

Attorney Harvey Dent        

successfully begin to round up 

the criminals that plague     

Gotham City, until a           

mysterious and sadistic criminal 

mastermind known only as "The 

Joker" appears in Gotham,  

creating a new wave of chaos. 

Batman's struggle against The 

Joker becomes deeply personal, 

forcing him to "confront     

everything he believes" and 

improve his technology to stop 

him. A love triangle develops 

between Bruce Wayne, Dent, 

and Rachel Dawes. 

 
Sunday, March 19   

Annihilation    R 
It's been already twelve months 

since his last covert operation, 

and the rugged military, Kane, is 

still missing in action, presumed 

dead. With his  wife--the     

successful academic biology 

professor, Lena--still grieving 

him, an unprecedented       

phenomenon in the swamplands 

of Florida will soon have her 

following in Kane's footsteps, as 

a member of a strong all-

women team. So many theories 

try to explain the mysterious 

ever-expanding iridescent  

membrane which swallows the 

area; however, none was able to 

yield facts. What kind of     

startling biological               

transmutations lurk behind this 

bright and colorful kaleidoscope 

of horrors? In the end, what did 

Kane see? 

 
Sunday, March 26 

Pursuit of Happiness PG-13                                            

Already struggling to eke out an 

existence, against the backdrop 

of early-1980’s San Francisco, 

the earnest and hard-working 

bone-density-scanner salesman, 

Chris Gardner, finds himself 

with his back to the wall. Left 

with nothing when his wife 

abandons the family, the     

financially hard-pressed  father 

will have to take care of his five-

year-old son, Christopher, all by 

himself when, unexpectedly, the 

prestigious stock brokerage firm 

of Dean Witter offers Gardner 

an unpaid six-month internship. 

Now, bent on becoming a 

stockbroker, Chris is willing to 

go to great lengths to succeed; 

however, life can be challenging 

and cruel. Will Chris' efforts pay 

off? Can the determined parent 

make his dream come true? 

 

Sunday, April 2 

Groundhog Day  PG 

Misanthropic TV weatherman/

broadcaster, Phil Connors, is 

annoyed and despondent when 

he's assigned the job of covering 

the annual Groundhog festivities 

in the small "Hick" town of 

Punxsutawney - making this his 

fourth in a row. The only    

noticeable upside is his       

attractive and good-natured 

producer. But the real       

nightmare begins when Phil ends 

up reliving the same day 

(Groundhog Day) over, and 

over again. Unable to leave the 

town due to a severe blizzard, 

and with no end in sight, Phil 

struggles to find a way to    

escape (and ultimately make the 

best of) his seemingly  hopeless 

situation. 

 

 

 

Lenten Film Series 
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Mayflower Circle 

Breakfast 

All women of the 

church are invited to 

attend this breakfast 

and meeting. 

 

March16 

Family Table 

9:30 am 

 

Tuesday Morning  

Bible Study 

10:00 am 

All are welcome! 

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0615907/


From the grave’s depths, 

Lord Jesus Christ, you 

emerged, breaking the 

hold of sin, death and 

hell, that those who trust 

in you might share in 

your righteousness, life 

and beloved community 

 

 

 

RC Car Day... 

Engaging our youth in a fun and family 

friendly event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contemplative Corner: “Congregational Identity’ Authority” 
As mentioned in our last  

newsletter, we will be looking 

at our Congregational Identity 

over the next few months  

together. While there is a  

variety of aspects to          

congregationalism, there are 

two ‘pillars’ which our identity 

tends to stand on: authority 

and fellowship. Let us take a 
closer look at what a         

Congregationalist concept of 

authority entails. 

 
The question of authority is 

one that many of us would do 

well to consider. What kind of 

authority do we recognize? 

After all, we live in a free  

country, right? Webster says 

that authority is “freedom 

granted by one in authority.” 

How peculiar it is that       

authority and freedom seem so 

inextricably tied and           
interdependent upon one   

another. 

 
Our early Congregationalists 

understood this well. The   
 

Burial Hill Declaration of 1865 

tells us that: “Each local church  
derives authority from Christ 

and is not subject to any     

authority exterior or superior 

to itself.” This concise and yet 

powerful statement offers us 

two clear components to  

Congregational authority.  

 
To begin with, Congregational 

authority is located first and 

foremost in Christ. One can 
only have authority if it is given 

by some ultimate authority 

(consider Aristotle’s ‘prime 

mover.’) For many of my    

generation authority is       

recognized via spatial terms. 

Terms like ‘inner,’ ‘from above,’ 

‘grassroots,’ and ‘organically 

grown’ are where authority is 

allowed to lie. What can be 

missing from such well-

intentioned motus operandi is a 

central beginning point. This is 

what unites Congregational 

churches – the centrality of 

Christ. We hold in our shared 

imagination that beauty which 

has been painted by the painter 

 

 
  

Family Snow Day                               Family Church Events                                          
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through all painters. 

 
Secondly, if authority can only 

be Christ-given, then where 

might He have placed it? Our 

pilgrim ancestors believed that 

Scripture held all that one 

needs to live a life of Christ. 

This is a doctrine we have  

inherited and cherish still   

today. In his address at the 

1998 Congregational         

symposium, Dr. Leyland     

Reyken comments, “The     

Puritans viewed the Bible as a 

guidebook to all of life.”     

Richard Sibbes concurred: 

“There is not anything or any 

condition that befalls a     

Christian in this life but there is 

a general rule in the Scripture 

for it.” In other words, when it 

comes to Scripture, it never 

doesn’t work. Now, this does 

not mean that                   
Congregationalism shuns all 

theological traditions all     

together. As Rev. Dr. Steven 

Peay said in his symposium 

address, “We will use reason 

and tradition to interpret the 

Scripture, but we don’t go 

beyond the Scripture.” 

 
Therefore, our              

Congregational Identity has 

is a practical view of       

authority. We have given 

over to Christ and His 

Word that ability to guide us 

in our daily lives. According 

to Reyken, for                

Congregationalists, “...the 

mark of true Christianity is 

that it makes a difference in 

how people actually live.” So, 

dear reader – where do you 

place authority in your life? 

Do you give ultimate      

authority to Christ? How 

often do you surrender to 

his Higher Power? How 

much does the Bible guide 

your daily life? Does your 

lived religion demonstrate a 

faith in Christ, or in      

something else? 

                 —Joseph Leggett 

RC Card Day 

Sunday, March 19 

4:30-6:30 

Southpark Mall 

 

Families are invited 

to attend our RC Car Family 

Fun Day at the Southpark Mall 

for an action packed afternoon 

of racing RC cars!  

 
If you have a RC car that you 

would loan out or donate, con-

tact the church office or Joseph. 

We ask that you not loan out an 

expensive piece of equipment, 

there may be a bit too much 

competition for that.  
 
 

  



Easter around the world 

Easter traditions are im-

portant, but they vary widely. 

While Americans dye hard-

boiled eggs, Kenyans carve 

soapstone eggs and present 

them as gifts in banana-fiber 

boes. In Bermuda, locals fly 

homemade kites on Good 

Friday — a tradition that be-

gan when a teacher illustrated 

Christ’s ascension to heaven 

using a cross-shaped kite. 

 

Ethiopian Christians observe 

a 56-day fast from meat and 

all animal products. On East-

er, they dress in white to 

worship in churches decorat-

 

Churches, is gratefully     

receiving funds to assist with 

Syria and Turkey relief     

efforts.  

 

In times of crisis, MOMC 

makes every effort to work 

through member churches 

and missions closest to those 

in need. All funds will be sent 

to the Armenian Evangelical 

Bethel Church, Aleppo,  

Syria, which was            

recommended by a member 

of the Pilgrim Congregational 

Church of Pomona, CA. The 

NACCC will receive      

documentation as to how 

funds are used.  

If you wish to donate make 

your check payable to First 

Congregational Church, 

Spencer and all funds will 

then be forwarded to 

MOMC/NACCC.  
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Food donations have been 

slow coming in after the 

Christmas holiday season, 

even though the need is great 

every single day. Upper Des 

Moines Opportunity is filled 

with requests of food,      

personal hygiene items and so 

much more.  

This project is very dear to 

Duaine Holck and he would 

like to challenge everyone to 

help your brothers and    

sisters in need. A loving heart 

is a giving heart.  

The challenge is to give on the 

first Sunday of each quarter 

(January, April, July, October), 

to help you remember it will 

always be on a communion 

Sunday. Duaine asks that you 

bring your items in and drop 

them off in the barrel by the 

office or cash/checks are  

Earth Quake                                    UDMO Donations  

One Great Hour of  

Sharing—Syria & Turkey 

Our hearts go out to the 

people in the countries of 

Syria and Turkey where 

earthquake damage has 

caused overwhelming      

destruction and the death toll 

passes 46,000 and continues 

to rise.  

Congregationalists around the 

world join together lifting 

them in prayer. The Mission 

and Outreach Ministry  

Council (MOMC), on behalf 

of the National Association of 

Congregational Christian 

always welcome made out to 

UDMO. Of course          

donations are welcome  

anytime and will be passed 

on to UDMO weekly upon 

receipt.  

Hot off the press...Dawn 

Dahm with UDMO has also 

made a challenge to give 

specific items that are in 

desperate need each month.  

March—cereal, oatmeal etc. 

April—pasta sauce, pasta 

May—Hamburger/Tuna     

          Helper 

Thanks for helping others! 

The church is looking for a 

new logo that can be used 

all year around, and for 

years in a row. 

 
Get creative and submit a 

logo that fits our church 

and is a branding symbol. 

Deadline for entries is 

March 31.   

 

 

 

 

Logo                     Easter Symbols                                    

Easter around the world 

Easter traditions are important, 

but they vary widely. While 

Americans dye hardboiled eggs, 

Kenyans carve soapstone eggs 

and present them as gifts in    

banana-fiber boxes. In Bermuda, 

locals fly homemade kites on 

Good Friday — a tradition that 

began when a teacher illustrated 

Christ’s ascension to heaven 

using a cross-shaped kite. 

 

Ethiopian Christians observe a 

56-day fast from meat and all 

animal products. On Easter, they 

dress in white to worship in 

churches decorated with    

handmade fabric. Then they feast 

with non-Christians on roast 
chicken, goat and rice. 

In France, church bells are silent 

between Holy Thursday and 

Easter to observe Jesus’ Passion. 

According to legend, the bells 

grow wings and fly to Rome to 

be blessed, returning on Easter 

with chocolate and presents. In 

one town’s main square, chefs 

make a giant omelet with 4,500 

eggs to feed 1,000  people!                             

                           —ChurchArt 

 Nails 

Nails symbolize Jesus’ passion 

and suffering because they 

were used at his Crucifixion. 

They are often depicted in 

groups of three because two 

nails were used to secure Jesus’ 

hands, and a third was used to 

secure his feet. Three nails are 

also used to identify Jesus as a 

member of the Holy Trinity. 



 

Evan Ball 

4120 Van Buren Avenue 

Sutherland, IA 51058 

(grandson of Jackie Ball) 

 

Brandon Black 

11501 Maass Road #206 

Bellevue, NE 68123 

Brandon.black85@yahoo.com 

(son of Jon & Lori Black) 
 

Major Mark Ivey 

6 Elgallo 

Cedar Crest, NM 87008 

(husband of Cara           

Wilkerson-Ivey) 

 

Nathan Jones 

141 Marauders Bay 

Beaufort, SC 29906 

(son of Deb Jepson) 

1st SGT Jared Leonard 

6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D 

Jber, AK 99506 

(son of Barb Mugge) 

MSG Adam Norgaard 

519 East 10th Street 

Spencer, IA 51301 

(son of Linda Norgaard,     

grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 

 

Major Kathryn Polking 

949 MDVSS 

APO, AE 09366 

(sister-in-law of Alison Munter) 
 

Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan 

PSC 817 Box 3327 

FPO AE 09622 

(grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 

 

CPL Nicholas Sundblad 

636 12th Ave. Apt 3 

Coralville, IA 52241 

(son of Steve & Wanda 

Sundblad) 

PVT Daniel Wilkerson 

334 11th Ave. NE 

Watertown, SD 57201 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 

Captain Matt Wilkerson 

1310 W. Wrightwood Ave., 

Unit R 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 

 

Send a card, note or care 

package to our dedicated 

service 

Rod Meendering, church     

treasurer has been hard at work 

tabulating our church budget 

along with the Core Ministry 

groups. It is always a challenge to 

anticipate what our budget will 

be especially in these times of 

rising costs that seem to double,         

triple and quadruple every time 

we turn around. With a harsh 
winter, heating and snow      

removal are two particular areas 

that we have seen go sky high. 

Combine that with giving     

slowing down our numbers are 

not looking as favorable as they 

have in the past. 

 

Please take a look at the      

figures provided to see the   

anticipated net shortfall. 

 

If you find it in your heart to 

ensure that we are a sustainable 

and healthy church financially, 

one that will thrive for years to  

come, we would be eternally 

grateful and blessed.  

Remembering Our Military  
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First Congregational Church of 

Spencer   

2023 Projected Actual vs. Budget   

 2023 2023 PROJECTED 

RECEIPTS: BUDGET ACTUAL 

  Offering $274,500 $218,720 

  Use of Church 500 500 

  Gifts and Donations 50,000 50,000 

  Investment Income 2,353 3,000 

  Income from Endowment 24,000 26,000 

  Miscellaneous Income 500 500 

     TOTAL RECEIPTS 351,853 298,720 

   

EXPENDITURES:   

  Ministry of Education 5,850 5,850 

  Ministry of Worship 17,400 17,400 

  Ministry of Fellowship & Congrega-

tional Care 1,150 1,150 

  Administration and Occupancy 75,800 75,800 

  Ministry of Mission 13,400 13,400 

  Compensation 238,253 238,253 

     TOTAL EXPENDITURES 351,853 351,853 

   

     PROJECTED NET SHORTFALL  (53,133) 

Church Budget  



First Congregational Church 

is a member of the National 

Association of Congregational 

Christian Churches and the 

Iowa-Nebraska Association of 

Congregational Christian 

Churches  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mar 28 Emma Fassbender 
Mar 29 Tristan Johnson 
 Pam Trosin 
Mar 30 Barb Joenks 
 
 

March  Anniversaries 
Mar 7 Jon & Lori Black 
Mar 15 Ben & Angela Mac Rae 
Mar 27 Denny & Dianne Phillips 

March Birthdays 
Mar 1 Sarah Breyette 
 Nyle Dotson 
Mar 2 Emily Jepson 
 Heather Whittenburg 
Mar 3 Linda Littlefield 
Mar 5 Connor Moret 
Mar 6 Brenda Johnson 
Mar 7 Allison Black 
 Jay Muggee 
Mar 8 Rodney Soma 
Mar 10 Robbie Gerlock 
 Carly Larson 
Mar 11 Daniel Wilkerson 
Mar 15 Ryan Phillips 
Mar 16 Riley Korbitz 
Mar 17 Aliviah Bibler 
Mar 19 Don Hemphill 
Mar 20 Bob Rose 
Mar 21 Denny Price 
 Louie Schmidt 
 Steve Sundblad 
Mar 23 Helen Castenson 
 Kirk Rose 
 Ken Emmert 
Mar 25 Sarah Phillips 
 Al Van Buren 
Mar 26 Maisy Schmidt 
Mar 27 Greg Davis 
 Dean Garner 
 
 
 

March Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Visit us on Facebook 

 

First Congregational Church 

1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301 
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org 

FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 

Pastor:  Pastor Sharon Britz 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett 

familyministry@congospencer.org 

Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg  

office@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist/Bell Choir/Choir Director: Elina Leander-Ozolins 

Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn 
 
  

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. 

Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by 

loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,     

missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s 

grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of 

God.  

Mission Statement 

Happy Birthday  

& Anniversary  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Secretary 

9:00—4:30 

Mon-Fri 

 

Joseph 

Tue—Fri 

10:00—3:00 
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 First Congregational Church 

1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301 
Church Office 712-262-4392 
Email: office@congospencer.org 
Website: www.congospencer.org 
Facebook: FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 
YouTube: Search for “CongoSpencerIA” 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
5:45 Choir 
6:00—8:00 PF 

2 
Gulimina Here 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

3 
Gulimina Here 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

4 
Gulimina Here 
9:00—4:00 Girl Scouts 

5 Gulimina Here 

9:10 Adult Ed 
9:10 Sunday School 
10:30 Worship/Communion 
11:30 Fellowship Hour 
5:30/6:15 Lenten Potluck 
& Movie “Pinocchio” 

6 
Gulimina Here 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

7 
Gulimina Here 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 Congo Night Out 
       Pizza Ranch 

8 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
5:45 Choir 
6:00—8:00 PF 

9 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

10 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

11 

12   Daylight Savings Time    
9:10 Adult Ed 
9:10 Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 
11:30 Fellowship Hour 
2:00—5:00 Girl Scouts 
5:30/6:15 Lenten Potluck 
& Movie “The Dark Knight” 
6:30  Youth Band 

13 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

14 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
10:00 Bible Study 

15 WIC 

9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
5:45 Choir 
6:00—8:00 PF 

16   WIC 

9:30 Pray As You Go 
9:30 Mayflower Circle 
Breakfast Family Table 
6:30 EC 

17  St. Patrick’s Day 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

18 

19 9:10 Adult Ed 

9:10 Sunday School  
10:30 Worship 
11:30 Fellowship Hour 
11:30 CMM 
4:30-6:30 RC Car Day 
5:30/6:15 Lenten Potluck 
& Movie “Annihilation” 

20 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

21 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:30 CMF 

22 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
5:45 Choir 
6:00—8:00 PF 

23 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

24 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

25 

26 
9:10 Adult Ed 
9:10 Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 
11:30 Fellowship Hour 
2:00—5:00 Girl Scouts 
5:30/6:15 Lenten Potluck 
& Movie “Pursuit of Happiness” 
6:00 Elementary Bells 
6:30  Youth Band 

27 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

28 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
10:00 Bible Study 

29 
9:30 Pray As You Go 
5:00 Bells 
5:45 Choir 
6:00—8:00 PF 

30 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

31 
9:30 Pray As You Go 

 

KEY 
CME = Core Ministry of Education 
CMF= Core Ministry of Fellowship  

CMCC=Congregational Care 
CMM = Core Ministry of Missions 
CMW = Core Ministry of Worship 

MARS = Ministry of Assets & Resources 
EC=Executive Council 

B/G = Building & Grounds 
MFC=Mayflower Circle  

 


