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In spite of the evidence to
the contrary this past
week, spring is on its way.
The grass is greening up,
the lakes and rivers are no
longer frozen, and the birds
are back in our trees. It’s a
time for planting seeds,
new life to be born, and
closed-up houses to be
aired out and cleaned. In
my house, spring is
associated with dance
recitals, the end of
year-long lessons, and,
now, prom. It is a season
that is both a cumulation
and celebration of the
year’s work and also a
respite from some of the
busyness. It’s the proverbial
fresh start.
Spring cleaning gives us the
chance to assess what we
want in our homes and
what accumulated dirt and
clutter needs to be
removed. Maybe your
spring cleaning is a Marie
Kondo affair where you
examine each item in your
home and decide to keep it
only if it sparks joy or is
truly useful. Maybe you just
switch out the front
closet’s parkas and snow
pants for rainboots and
umbrellas and the garage’s
sleds for fishing poles.

Regardless of the method,
spring cleaning creates
space for the things that
matter the most to us.
Somedays, I am aware that
my heart and mind need
the Marie Kondo method
as much as my closet.
There are things in there
that do not serve me and
prevent me from being of
service to others, and, of
course, many things that do
not spark joy.
This spring many of my
son’s friends are graduating
from high school. Our
kitchen cabinets are
plastered with graduation
announcements, reminding
me on a daily basis that
next year he will be the
graduate. I am keenly aware
of the passing of time. Our
families grow up so quickly!
Wasn’t it just a few years
ago that Joe and I were
going to prom? That we
brought Paul home from
the hospital in his navy blue
infant carrier? This passing
of time and the changes
that will occur create
opposing feelings of grief,
joy, and pride. Things aren’t
how they used to be, but
that’s ok. We have a lot to
look forward to in our
lives.

The same can be said for
our church. Things are not
the way they were 150
years ago when First
Congregational Church of
Spencer was formed, they
aren’t the way they were
when I was a PF’er (hand
washing dishes after every
church meal), and they
aren’t even the way they
were a couple of years ago.
Things probably will never
be just as they were—they
can’t be. And that really is
ok. We have a bright future
to look forward to. We
may just have to be willing
to do the work of raking
the dried leaves out of our
flower beds and sorting
through the clothes that no
longer fit or suit us, for the
season that we are all
anticipating to arrive.
Gayle Conover,
Moderator 2022
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Church News
Condolences…
Georgenea & Joel
Oldenkamp and family on
the passing of Georgenea’s
father on April 4 at the age
of 83.
Celebration of life services
for Mary Kay Edmondson
will be held June 4 5:00—
8:00 pm at Weasy’s Too.
Mary Kay passed away on
February 13, 2022 at the age
of 73.
Funeral services for Eleanor
Wendlandt who passed
away on February 16, 2020
at the age of 93 will be held
on June 10 at FCC. More
details to follow.
The family of Wanda
Nelson on her passing April
24, 2022 at the age of 85. A
Celebration of Life will be
announced at a later date.
Carol Mundt, niece of Betty
Weikum passed away on
February 23, 2022.

Hospitalizations/
Surgeries, Testing…
Archie Leo Sexton great
grandson of Duaine and
Sally Holck who had
complications after delivery,
was airlifted to Sioux Falls
and has since reunited with
his family at home.
Pastor Shurmaine McAlpine
who was recently diagnosed
with breast cancer.

Thank You…
Thank you to my Bible
Study partners and
members of the church who
have helped me on my
religious journey.

soldiers alike.
Thank you for the Easter
Lily, it is lovely, I am
By 1882, Decoration Day
enjoying it very much.
Mary Lou Hoffman became known as Memorial
Day, and soldiers who died in
other wars were honored
Thank you for the lovely
too. Over time, it became a
Palm Sunday meals.
day to remember all loved
Everything was perfect.
Mary Lou Hoffman ones who have died — in war
and otherwise. In 1971,
Thank you for the beautiful Congress declared Memorial
Day a national holiday to be
Easter Lily. What a joy.
Mary Kay Zinn observed on the last Monday
in May. On Memorial Day, we
Thank you for the beautiful pause to remember people
who made the ultimate
Easter Lily, it was very
thoughtful of you to deliver sacrifice for their country and
this to me.
Lois Knight for our freedom. We also
pray for those who continue
These days we are learning serving, especially those in
harm’s way.
how much we need each
Newsletter Newsletter
other. Many are in need
daily, and trying to survive
the consequences of past
choices. Thank you for
helping GACO make a
difference in the lives of
many in NW Iowa.
Bill Kersting
GACO Board Member

God’s Hands
God is everywhere looking
for hands to use. Sometimes
he takes the hand of a doctor
and uses it in healing.
Sometimes he takes the hand
of a mother to soothe the
brow of a fevered child. And
Thank you for the soup. It
sometimes he takes the hand
was delicious and just the
of an old critter like me to
right amount. Your thoughts
bring a bit of help and
and prayers have been
comfort to a neighbor. But
appreciated.
Shurmaine McAlpine they are all God’s hands, and
God is everywhere looking
for hands to use.”

Thoughts…

We remember
More than 150 years ago,
Memorial Day took shape
amid the backdrop of the
U.S. Civil War. Before it
ended, women began
decorating the graves of
fallen soldiers. In 1868,
when May 30 was
designated as Decoration
Day, loved ones placed
flowers on the graves of
Union and Confederate

from... My Lady of the Chimney
Corner by Alexander Irvine

Thanks, Mom!
At his graduation, a young
man tasked with giving a
speech began reading from
some notes. “I want to talk
about my mother and the
wonderful influence she had
on my life,” he said. “She’s a
shining example of
parenthood, and I love her
more than words can ever do
justice.”

The graduate then paused,
appeared to struggle a
moment and looked up at the
audience with a mischievous
smile. “It’s really hard to read
my mom’s handwriting,” he
said.
Newsletter Newsletter
Moses, and an old man go
golfing. The first one to tee off
is Moses. He smashes the ball
and it is heading right for the
water hazard before the
green. Moses raises his club,
the water parts, and the ball
makes it to the green. Jesus
gets up to swing, cranks it
out, and it is headed for the
water hazard. Jesus closes his
eyes and prays. The ball skips
across the water and lands on
the green two feet from the
hole.
The old man’s turn comes and
he drives the ball. The ball
looks like it is going to drop
directly into the water. A fish
jumps from the water hazard
swallowing the ball, as an
eagle drops from the sky,
grabbing the fish. As the eagle
flies over the green, a bolt of
lightning strikes the eagle,
making it drop the fish. As the
fish hits the green, it spits out
the ball and the ball falls into
the hole, making a hole in
one. Jesus looks at Moses and
says, “I really think I’m leaving
Dad at home next time!
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Pastoral Search Committee

The team has met and
reviewed additional
applicants for
consideration and have
Zoomed three strong

Giving
We Give Because We
Get It
“Each of you should give what
you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.”
(2 Corinthians 9:7)
Have you ever listened to
someone that makes you think:
“Wow. They get it!” Maybe it’s
a podcaster who articulates
your political views very well,
or a book that explains you
better than you could explain
yourself. But we all know what
it’s like to love finding someone
else who gets it, whatever it is.
God loves everybody. But what
he loves about a cheerful giver
is that they get it. They get the
connection between spiritual
growth and generosity. They
get that giving is itself a blessing
to the giver. They get it. Not
that those who aren’t in a
position to give don’t get it.
But there are far more of those
who can and don’t, and those
who think they can’t, but
probably could.
To both of you, God says: “I
love a cheerful giver!”

candidates who have
expressed an interest in
the Senior Pastor position.
All three were positive
interviews. The team will
continue to meet and are
optimistic with the
progress that has been
made. We appreciate your
continued prayer support
and feel hopeful that our

12 Hour Prayer
12 Hour Prayer Vigil
We invite you to
participate in the 12
Hour Prayer Vigil
Thursday May 5 from
7am-7pm from the
Chapel or home.
Designated prayer
sheets will be provided,
they can be picked up
in the office, emailed or
mailed.
Thank you in advance
for sharing your time in
prayer.

new Senior Pastor will
be finding their way to
FCC very soon!
Pastoral Search
Committee
Amy Simpson
Mike Patten
Nate Schmidt
John Zinn
Jennifer Loudermilk
Vickie Montgomery
Denny Phillips

Pastoral Emergency
Contact
In the event of a pastoral
emergency please
contact:
Pastor Deb Mechler
712-260-3286

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of
Sharing

Our hearts go out to the
people of Ukraine as war
devastates their
homeland.
Congregationalists join
the world in lifting this
nation up in prayer. They
also have inquired about
opportunities to offer
tangible support.
The NACCC through
One Great Hour of
Sharing is gratefully
receiving funds to assist
with Ukraine refugee
relief efforts. The Mission
and Outreach Ministry
Council (MOMC) has
determined that funds for
OGHS Ukraine will be
sent to Convoy of Hope
and the Salvation Army.
Convoy of Hope is a faith
based, nonprofit
organization with a

driving passion to feed
the world through
children’s feeding
initiatives, community
outreach, and disaster
response.
Core Ministry of
Missions is pledging
$1,000 toward this
worthy cause. If you
feel moved to help,
donations will be
gratefully accepted
thorough the end of
May by ear marking
your donations
Ukraine. You may also
donate directly to
NACCC-OGHS P. O.
Box 288, Oak Creek,
WI 53154

Page 4

Congregational Communicator

Baby Bottle Campaign—Cherish Center
Summer Office
Hours
Beginning May 31
Thru
September 2

9:00—12:30

Baby Bottle Campaign
The Baby Bottle Campaign
is one of our longestrunning fund-raising
campaigns. This event
successfully raises a huge
amount of funds and
awareness to the Cherish
Center. Thank you for
sharing the mission of
Cherish Center by taking
our empty baby bottles to
collect change, cash and
checks to support Cherish
House and Cherish Center!
This campaign runs
from Mother’s Day May
8 thru Father’s Day June
19. All baby bottles need
to be returned to your
church office by this
date.

Congo Night Out

Need a jump start in the
morning? Something that
will give you the right
mind set to start your
day? Pray As You Go is
held Monday-Friday at
9:30 in the Chapel. Or
you can get the app online
and pray anywhere
anytime.

You can make a difference!
We need your support
through prayer,
volunteerism and financially!
All funding for Cherish
Center comes through the
generous gifts of individuals,
churches, and organizations.
We are a regional,
interdenominational,
501(c)(3) organization.

Cherish Center is located
at:
1004 22nd Street
Milford, IA 51351
P.O. Box 1003
Okoboji, IA 51355
712-338-3333

Special Event
Cherish Center’s Cherished
Daughter Dance is an
enchanted evening open to
fathers and daughters of all
ages. The relationship
between a father and his
daughter is so important.
This event is an opportunity
to show your “little girl”
how special she is to you.

May Breakfast

Mother’s Day
"Everything Mom"
How did you find the
energy, Mom to do all the
things you did, to be
teacher, nurse and
counselor to me, when I
was a kid.

What a resounding success
the April Congo Night Out
was! We hope that all of
you will join us again for the
May Congo Night out at
Plaza Mexico located at
15 11th St. SE, Spencer.
FCC has always been
known for our fellowship,
what a beautiful way to
spread joy than when we
are able to gather together.

May Breakfast
May 4
7:00 am—10:00 am
Egg dish, rolls, scones, fruit
cup, juice, coffee, free will
donation.

How did you do it all, Mom
be a chauffeur, cook and
friend? Yet find time to be a
playmate, I just can’t
comprehend.

I see now it was love, Mom
that made you come
whenever I’d call, your
inexhaustible love, Mom
and I thank you for it all.
They will have dishcloths
— Joanna Fuchs
and pecans for sale. No May
Baskets or baked goods will
be on sale.
All are welcome, please
bring a friend, relative or
someone you just met!
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Contemplative Corner: “Collective Salvation”
“Scattering is not only the
consequence of sin…sin is
the breakup of the original
unity of creation. Salvation
does not happen to
individuals, who
subsequently gather in the
church. Salvation is the
gathering.”

The above quote is from the
book, Migrations of the
Holy, by William Cavanaugh.
In it he covers many topics,
but I wanted to draw our
attention to the fascinating
ideas present in the quote
above. There are two parts
that stick out to me: 1) sin
is separation, and 2)
salvation happens together.
This is not the first time
that I’ve heard the
suggestion that sin – at its
core – is separation.
Perhaps it’s the illusion of
separation: from God, from

each other, from our true
selves. The thinking goes
that those things which we
usually call ‘sin’ (lies,
cheating, stealing, vices, etc.)
are actually just evidence of
sin. Sin is something deeper,
it is a soul-level
misalignment which causes
the outward dysfunctional
behaviors listed above.
Sadly, as Cavanaugh points
out, this typically leads us to
not only become isolated
from God but from each
other as well.

at the collective level as the
individual, then it must be
the same for sin. What
comes to mind when you
consider ‘collective sins?’ By
turning our gaze from the
failings and successes of
individuals toward those of
the collective, what do we
see?
—Joseph Leggett

Which brings us to his
second point: that salvation
is a collective happening.
What do you think about
that? Much of western
Christianity’s discourse
around both sin and
salvation has long been
focused on the individual. If
salvation happens as much

RC Car Day...
Engaging our youth in a fun and family
friendly event!

VBS

Appreciation’s

We are looking ahead to
“Old Fashioned VBS”
Tuesday—Thursday
July 5—7 6:00-8:00 pm

We will be having so
much fun and encourage
kids K—5th grade to
attend. Invite all your
friends, spread the word,
and mark it on your
calendar.
Youth 6th grade and
older are welcome and
encouraged to help lead
the younger kids.

Music Appreciation
will be Sunday, May
22 during worship.
Please help us thank
the wonderful,
talented people who
have blessed us with
their music.
Join us Sunday, May 15 for
Teacher Appreciation!
XGSS will cap the season
off with fun games and
camaraderie. We are
asking for pot-luck
breakfast items to say
thanks to our wonderful
teachers. All at 9:00 am.

From the grave’s depths,
Lord Jesus Christ, you
emerged, breaking the
hold of sin, death and
hell, that those who trust
in you might share in
your righteousness, life
and beloved community
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150th Anniversary Celebration

Last month I shared Rev.
Thrush’s words about
carrying the torch of this
fellowship of First
Congregational Church
onward into the future.
Rev. Thrush’s words:
“Representing the people
before us, I throw to you
the torch we helped to
hold aloft. Be yours to lift
it high!”
We plan to carry that
torch celebrating 150
years together as a
congregation by having a
great anniversary party
July 9th & 10th! We hope
you will plan to be a part
of that celebration.

In June we will have a float
in Spencer’s Flagfest
Parade, we would like to
ask for people to join in
walking along and passing
out some items to let our
community know that we
have been a part of
Spencer for 150 years.
The weekend of July 9th &
10th we plan to have a
Saturday afternoon filled
with fun games, time to
visit with guests from our
recent past and a time of
refreshments and
fellowship. Sunday we are
planning a special worship
service with special guests
and a meal after worship
with time to visit and
share memories. Please
come and enjoy that
special time and create
new memories that can be
shared in our time capsule
for the next 50 years.

Joseph has created a video
from some of our
members recalling the
past events and activities
that have made our
church a strong group of
believers. This video will
be playing in worship
Sunday running
continuously on a loop so
you can take it all in.
Take notice of the
beautiful banner hanging in
the sanctuary with our
150th theme, the banner
was made by the talented
Betty Weikum and Karen
Forbes, Emalee Weuve
created the theme and
graphic used.
“Many Parts, One Body,
Many Years, One Faith”
150 years of Faith Family
& Fellowship
1872 – 2022
—Kathy Anderson
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Remembering Our Military
Taylor Allen
5981 Stevens Road
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060
(son of Gregg & Kris Allen)

1st SGT Jared Leonard
6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D
Jber, AK 99506
(son of Barb Mugge)

PVT Daniel Wilkerson
Fort Lee, VA
(will be moving soon)
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Evan Ball
4120 Van Buren Avenue
Sutherland, IA 51058
(grandson of Jackie Ball)

Adam Norgaard
519 East 10th Street
Spencer, IA 51301
(son of Linda Norgaard,
grandson of LaVonne Peterson)

Captain Matt Wilkerson
1310 W. Wrightwood Ave.,
Unit R
Chicago, IL 60614
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Brandon Black
3027 Holloway Avenue
Bellevue, NE 68123
Brandon.black85@yahoo.com
(son of Jon & Lori Black)
Major Mark Ivey
6 Elgallo
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
(husband of Cara
Wilkerson-Ivey)
Nathan Jones
141 Marauders Bay
Beaufort, SC 29906
(son of Deb Jepson)

Send a card, note or
care package to our
dedicated service
men and women.

Major Kathryn Polking
949 MDVSS
APO, AE 09366
(sister-in-law of Alison Munter)
Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan
PSC 817 Box 3327
FPO AE 09622
(grandson of LaVonne Peterson)
Sgt. Nicholas Sundblad
P.O. Box 493
San Clemente, CA 92674
(son of Steve & Wanda
Sundblad)

Confirmation Class 2022

Confirmands: Nora Conover, Ruby Leggett, Irie Leggett, Stella Gerlock, Robbie Gerlock, Emalee Weuve, Maggie Moser, Molly Moser

Congregational Communicator
First Congregational Church
is a member of the National
Association of Congregational
Christian Churches and the
Iowa-Nebraska Association of
Congregational Christian
Churches

May Birthdays & Anniversaries
May Birthdays
May 1
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 5
May 6
May 9
May 10
May 11

Visit us on Facebook

May 14
May 16
May 17
May 19
May 22

Secretary
9:00—4:30

May 23
May 25

Vickie Montgomery
Abbie Hinrichsen
Denny Phillips
Carolann Fullerton
Jake Kluender
Cliff Hoover
Linda Taylor
Jason Moser
Sophia Fassbender
Bonnie Hoover
Judy Hemphill
Libby Hemphill
Angie Edington
David Baish
Kayann Rose
Sarah Ellis
Doug Wedel
Paul Robison
Nicholas Sundblad
Eric Van Tassell
Lisa Brown
Jason Ellis
Robert Krebs
Barb Nielsen
Kyle Rose
Mary Lou Hoffman
Adam Norgaard
Christopher Jones

Mon-Fri

May 26
May 27
May 29
May 30

Nern Black
Adam Black
Brandon Black
Doug Hart
Addilyn Richter
Becky Woolery

May Anniversaries
May 6
May 9
May 12
May 20
May 23
May 26
May 28
May 30

Joe & Gayle Conover
Cliff & Bonnie Hoover
Rod & Tami Meendering
Jody & Peggy Halverson
Andy Dietz & Bridget Bailey
Ray & Barb Garnatz
Greg & Anna Davis
David & Shelly Robison

Happy Birthday
& Anniversary

New Hours Begin
May 31 See Page 4

Mission Statement
Joseph
Tue—Fri
10:00—3:00

Office Closed
May 30

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God.
Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by
loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,
missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s
grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of
God.
First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org
FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
Pastor: Pulpit Supply
Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett
familyministry@congospencer.org
Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg
office@congospencer.org
Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins
Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans
Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn

Sun

Mon

Tue

1
9:00 Adult SS
9:00 Sunday School
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship Hour

2
9:30 Pray As You Go

8 Mother’s Day
9:00 Adult SS
9:00 Sunday School
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship Hour
3:00-5:00 Girl Scouts MM

15 Teacher Appreciation
9:00 Adult SS
9:00 XGSS Sunday School
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship Hour
1130 CMM

22 Graduation Sunday
9:00 Adult SS
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship Hour
3:00—5:00 Girl Scouts MM

29
9:00 Adult SS
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship Hour

2022

First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
Church Office 712-262-4392
Email: office@congospencer.org
Website: www.congospencer.org
Facebook: FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
YouTube: Search for “CongoSpencerIA”

Thu

Fri

Sat

3 9:30 Pray As You Go 4 7:00—10:00 May Breakfast
9:30 Pray As You Go
10:00 Bible Study
5:00 Bell Choir
5:30-7:00 Congo Night 6:00 Choir
6:30-8:00 PF
Out Plaza Mexico
7:00 CMW
5:30—CME

5
7:00 am-7:00 pm
12 Hour Prayer Vigil
9:30 Pray As You Go

6
9:30 Pray As You Go

7

9
9:30 Pray As You Go

10
9:30 Pray As You Go
10:00 Bible Study

11 WIC
9:30 Pray As You Go
5:00 Bell Choir
6:00 Choir
PF 6:30-8:00

12 WIC
13
9:30 Pray As You Go
9:30 Pray As You Go
7:00 Executive Council

14

16
9:30 Pray As You Go
7:00 MARS

17
9:30 Pray As You Go
10:00 Bible Study
5:30 CMFCC

18
9:30 Pray As You Go
5:00 Bell Choir
6:00 Choir
PF 6:30-8:00

19
9:30 Pray As You Go

20
9:30 Pray As You Go

21

23
9:30 Pray As You Go

24
9:30 Pray As You Go
10:00 Bible Study

25
9:30 Pray As You Go
10:00 Bible Study

26
9:30 Pray As You Go

27

28

30
Memorial Day
Office Closed

31
9:30 Pray As You Go
10:00 Bible Study

Wed

9:30 Pray As You Go

KEY
CME = Core Ministry of Education
CMFCC = Core Ministry of Fellowship & Congregational Care
CMM = Core Ministry of Missions
CMW = Core Ministry of Worship
MARS = Ministry of Assets & Resources
EC=Executive Council
B/G = Building & Grounds
PS = Pastoral Search Committee
150th Anniv = 150th Anniversary Committee
MFC=Mayflower Circle (formerly Women’s Fellowship)

