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“Notes from the Moderator”
The 150th Celebration was a
huge success! Thank you to
everyone who helped plan and
pull off such a wonderful
event. I know how much work
goes into planning something
like that, and it really paid
off. I found it so touching to
see the past ministers again
and also to see such a full
sanctuary during the worship
service on July 10th.
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That weekend had me feeling
so nostalgic for all the eras
that I have experienced in the
church. Seeing Dr. Rev.
Patrick Shelly in his video
message, took me back to
being a seven year old, asking
him why Good Friday is called
“Good” when that’s the day
Jesus died. I remember he
bent down to answer me, and
I felt seen.
Rev. Chris Richards showed
up with his energy and humor,
and I was transported back to
being an awkward middle
schooler, going through
Sunday School, PF, church
camps and confirmation.
Before the 150th Celebration I
teased him that I remembered
that he gave good sermons, so
expectations were high. He
laughed and answered,
“Pastoral care was always my
strong suit.” Though his
sermons were engaging
enough to capture a preteen’s
attention, he may be right.
Before my freshman year of

high school a classmate passed
away after a long battle with
cancer. Chris came to all of
our houses the next morning
to help us process that loss
and pray with us.
Tom and Wendy came back
and reminded us of everything
we have built over the last
20+ years: new traditions,
opportunities for service and
fellowship, youth and
children’s programming, and a
continuation of a warm,
faithful Congregation following
Christ. For me those 20+
years included growing my
family. Wendy married us, and
together they baptized our
three children.
Pastor Casey returned and
blessed us with his musical
talents and a wonderful
reminder that our church is
unique and special–his “best
ministry experience”.
I’m sure I was not alone in the
feeling of nostalgia. Honoring
the last 150 years gave us the
opportunity to look back to
the past and celebrate our
heritage and how far we’ve
come as a church family. We
were reminded of the ups and
downs that every family goes
through in each generation.
As I’ve mentioned in other
newsletters, we have so much
to look forward to in the
future as well. We have a

strong youth program and so
many members who are
pouring their time, money,
hearts and souls (and sanity?)
into keeping this church going.
The future is unknown. We
are still searching for a pastor.
Pray for the search committee
–not just for finding the right
candidate, but for their peace
of mind. Their commitment is
enormous, and continual
disappointment is hard on
everyone. We need to keep
up the good work, of course,
and we also need to continue
to trust in God and each
other. The Apostle Paul wrote
in Romans 15:13, “May the
God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in
him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.”
That is my prayer for our
church. That we be filled with
the joy and peace of God and
that through the Holy Spirit
we send that love, hope and
peace out into the world.
With gratitude,
Gayle Conover,
Moderator 2022
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Church News
Hospitalizations/
Surgeries,…
Gloria Tingle has recovered
well from dangerously low
sodium levels, she continues
various therapies.
Steve Sawyer (father of
Alison Munter) has been
placed in a long term care
facility while he fights an
infection in his back.
Continue to pray for Judy
Orrison and family.

Funerals…
Carol Koehlmoos mother
of Jodie Marlow passed
away July 21 at the age of
81.

Thank You…
We love our FCC/Spencer
church family! Returning for
the 150th Celebration was a
delight! Thank you to one
and all for everything you
deliberately did to make the
weekend so rich, full of
memories and hope!
Shalom, Tom & Wendy
Van Tassell
What a wonderful 150th
Celebration weekend! … I
would describe our time
with you all as one big warm
“HUG”. It was also such an
honor to share the morning
message in worship and to
be included with past and
present ministers and lay
leaders. The laughs, tears,
memories and spiritual
moments together sent us
home with the wind at our
backs; knowing what a
wonderful church family you
have….
Rev. Chris and Martha
Richards

Congregational Communicator
VBS Staff,
A very heartfelt thanks to
everyone involved in VBS. I
loved that is was advertised
on Facebook inviting and
welcoming to all! Ty felt
comfortable attending the
minute he got there, he said
it was cool to see how your
church does things
differently. His favorite part
was learning how to make
homemade ice cream! The
family night at Scharnberg
was a blast and Ty enjoyed
canoeing for the first time.
Thank you for providing this
wonderful and rich
experience to our
community.
Many Thanks, Ty Stevenson
& Family
We hope that as you put in
your coins for Cherish
House you also received a
blessing knowing that your
gift will help young moms be
loved and nurtured at
Cherish House. Your
church raised $492.18!
Thank you for giving
generously to Cherish
Center and Cherish House.
Karen Kossse, Baby Bottle
Campaign Coordinator
Thank you so much for your
Easter Offering of $1,505 to
UDMO. With rising costs,
people are finding it hard to
make ends meet. We could
not assist Clay County
families and individuals in
need without people like
you. We appreciate your
support.
Dawn Dahm, Clay Co.
UDMO

much. It was so kind of you
to remember mother’s on
our special day.
Marcie Muckey

familiar and comfortable.
Recently, our family was
“bumped” back a bit, which
felt surprisingly different at
first. But we interacted just
Thoughts…
the same with the service. As
Can’t pray? First rest!
a bonus, I talked with different
Weariness can seriously
hamper our attempts to pray, people. And after church we
stayed to visit a bit longer.
says Bonnie Gray, author
of Whispers of Rest. “We are I’m glad church seats don’t
have nameplates. And I’m
a generation who doesn’t
thankful that God nudges me
know how to express our
out of my comfort zone from
souls to God, even though
time to time, giving me a new
we drive ourselves
perspective.
exhausted, doing for Jesus.”
Janna Firestone
The solution, she says, is to
stop and rest.
Sometimes we have to let go
The stressed-out, despairing of what is killing us even if it’s
killing us to let go.
prophet in 1 Kings 19 is a
Toby Mac
prime example. “God knew
Humor
Elijah needed physical
rejuvenation first — in order If you could kick the person in
the pants responsible for
to hear his gentle voice,
most of your trouble, you
whispering in a gentle
wouldn’t sit for a month.
breeze,” Gray notes.
Theodore Roosevelt
Guarding against the
depletion of spiritual, physical
and emotional resources can
improve our ability to hear
God’s voice, too. “When you
find it’s hard to pray, don’t be
afraid,” says Gray. “You’re
standing at the very cusp of
who God longs to connect
with. The real you. Take the
time to rest. You’re worth
it.”
Newsletter Newsletter

New seat, new
perspective
In older sitcoms, family
members, especially parents,
each had their own chair in
the living room. No one else
sat there. If its “owner”
wasn’t present, the on-set
chair remained empty.
Church can be like that too,
Dear friends,
with people claiming the
My carnation was beautiful same seat week after week.
and it lasted so long. That is Our view of the service and
one of the reasons I
of fellow worshipers is
appreciate carnations so

The Stewardship
Committee’s latest idea for
helping to raise the annual
church budget.
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Pastoral Search Committee
someone in their network
that may consider a move to
FCC of Spencer.
Thanks for your continued
prayers and support.
Greetings from the Pastoral
Search Committee,
We are continuing the
search efforts. New ad
contacts are being
considered in addition to
those already used. Letters
are being sent to all
NACCC member churches
asking if they may know

Pastoral Search Committee:
Amy Simpson
Mike Patten
Nate Schmidt
John Zinn
Vickie Montgomery
Denny Phillips

Delegate Report
As Vice Moderator for First
Congregational Church, I was
privileged to serve as your
delegate to the Annual Meeting
of the NACCC. This year the
meeting took place in Wichita,
KS, June 25-28. For the first
time the proceedings were
conducted both in-person as
well as Zoom for those unable
to attend. I attended all four
days’ events via Zoom while
DYFM Joseph Leggett attended
in person. Yes, there were
glitches here and there but it
worked very well.

Listening Tour
focused on this providing
much food for thought.
Executive Director Ashley
Cleere announced the
beginning of “The Listening
Tour” beginning in 2022.
Over the next three years
she will be visiting all 312
churches in the NACCC! A
great challenge!

The business meetings
were interesting to watch
and participate in. We
voted on and approved
nominations for NACCC
leadership and committees
The theme for this year was
for next year and approved
“…. And the Greatest of These the financial report and
Is Love” based on I Corinthians budget. We also voted on
13:13. Three Love Talk
and approved several
workshops opened the meeting by-law changes primarily
on Saturday afternoon: “Love dealing with the switch
of God” by Diana Butler Bass, from strictly in-person
“Love of Neighbor” by Valerie attendance to hybrid
Kaur, and “Love of Self” by
participation via Zoom. At
Mihee Kin-Kort. Since Covid,
the end of the meeting
many churches are seeing the several awards and
need for changing the way we recognitions were shared.
do “church”. Many of the
Most notably, Revs. Tom &
speakers and workshops
Wendy Van Tassell were

presented the Harry R.
Butman Award for
outstanding service and
commitment to
Congregationalism. It
really was fun to watch
this presentation. Retiring
leadership were
acknowledged followed
by the installation of
NACCC leadership by
Executive Director
Confirmation
Ashley Cleere.

Reception
Join
for cake
and
Theus2023
National
punch
following
the EastMeeting
will be held
in
erMilwaukee,
serviceWI
at 11:15
on Juneto
celebrate
our confirm24-27. Anyone
having
questions
or
wishing
to
ands in Fellowship Hall.
see reports, please reach
out to me.
Sheryl Patten, Your Vice
Moderator

As of July 1, 2022, the
NACCC comprises 312
congregations and 28, 715
church members.
Executive Director Ashley
Cleere, kicks off a listening
tour this month, and will
visit every NACCC
church in three years.
An email will be sent to
Randy Van Dyke as our
representative, requesting
time with our
congregation sometime in
the next three years.
More information will
follow about NACCC
churches: who they are,
where they are, and how
they live out the
Congregational Way.
If you have ideas and
suggestions on what to
share please contact
Randy Van Dyke or the
office.
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150th Recipes
"The 150th Celebration
Continues tradition...

Worship Time
Change
Worship will begin
at
10:30 am
Beginning Sunday,
September 4, 2022
Mark your calendars
for this new time!
This will also change
Sunday School and
Adult Ed start time
to 9:10 am.

I will be creating a 150th
Anniversary First
Congregational Church,
Spencer, IA Recipe Book!
These recipes are tried and
true, and come from the
heart. It always amazes me
the talent we have in our
church. And let's face it,
Church Cookbooks are the
absolute best! Please help
me celebrate it!
We would love to have
your recipes! If you
attended the Pot Luck
Saturday Night and would
like to share your recipe for
your side dish, OR if you
have a family favorite or one
that just makes you feel
happy, and would like to

share it, please send that
too!! It does not have to be
from the 150th Celebration.
For those who are unable
to send it via email to the
church office, please make
a clear copy and snail mail
or drop it by the office.
They will be gathered
together for me!

Please submit all
recipes by August 20,
2022.

Thank you for your
recipes! I am really
excited to create a
masterpiece of amazing
recipes!
Dawn Weuve

Visiting
Members

The CMFCC Core is
looking for members of
the congregation to visit
our shut-ins and nursing
home residents. If you
are able to assist us with
this, please let the church
office know. All are
welcome to help!

Church Outings & Fellowship
lake we will worship in a
wonderful outdoor setting
on the lake. Boarding will
begin at 9:15 with the boat
leaving the dock at 10:00.

Summer Office
Hours
May 31
Thru
September 2
9:00—12:30

Congo Night
Out

If you need a ride please
contact the office. Valet
service will be available for
this event.

August 2 Congo Night Out
will be at Pizza Ranch in
Spencer. Join us for a fun
evening of fellowship and
great food, 5:30—7:00.

Worship Queen
August 14, 2022
We hope that you will join
us once again for Worship
On The Queen August 14.
As we cruise around the

Congo Lakes
Congo On The Lakes
August 14, 2022
11:00-3:00
Congo on the Lake
Summer Edition will be

held August 14
immediately following
Worship on the Queen
at Lakeshore Center at
Okoboji Rec Center 1864
Hwy 86, Milford.
CMFCC will provide the
following for lunch: loose
meat sandwiches, hot
dogs & buns, potato
salad, chips, fruit, dessert,
lemonade and water. If
you want something
different to drink please
BYOB.
Swimming in the lake
welcome, parent or
guardian must be present.
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Contemplative Corner: “Embracing Stillness”
In her book, Prayers in the
Night, Anglican priest Trish
Warren makes the case that
most of us have grown up in
a world of ‘motionaddiction.’ In other words,
we don’t know how to be
still. According to Warren,
“We need practices that
don’t simply palliate our
fears or pain, but that teach
us to walk with God in the
crucible of our own
fragility.”
In my home church as a
child, we had a phrase that
encapsulated the discipline
of a daily ritual of prayer,
bible study, and stillness; we
called it having our quiet
time. We would ask each
other (or the adults would
anyway,) “How’s your quiet
time going?” or “Have you
been keeping up with your
quiet time lately?” Perhaps

you had something similar.
According to Warren (and a
variety of others she
references,) Americans are
addicted to myriad more
things than just drugs,
alcohol, or pornography.
While these things do run
rampant – many more fall
prey to the ‘nice addictions:’
social media, binge-watching
TV or movies, surfing the
internet, sweets, work,
retweets, and so much
more. I doubt this is news
to many of you. However,
what I find interesting is that
once you peel back the
surface layer of any of these
– you find the same thing: a
way to escape the moment.
In other words, we find
ways to just keep moving.
Why? So that we don’t have
to get still. Why don’t we
Want to do that? Let me

challenge you, dear reader,
to discover this answer for
yourself.
I’m going to ask you to do
something that may seem
odd. I’m going to ask you to
partake in a regular quiet
time. Afterwards, we will
continue this
conversation next month.
Here’s what I would like
you to do:
1) As best you can, find
somewhere to be alone and
uninterrupted, preferably in
the morning.
2) Set an alarm for your
desired time (5-20 minutes.)
3) If you’re using a phone,
tablet, or computer for your
alarm – make sure it’s close
enough to hear but far
enough away that you won’t
be checking it constantly.
4) Now, just sit.
5) That’s it.

6) And just let your soul
watch your mind and
heart.
7) Rinse, wash, and repeat
at least three times a
week.
When you’re done, if you
have the time – quickly
jot down in a journal:
What thoughts kept
coming up? What feelings,
if any, did you find
yourself having?

Joseph Leggett

RC Car Day...
Engaging our youth in a fun and family
friendly event!

Blessing Backpacks

PF Fundraiser

VBS Fun

PF Fundraiser Breakfast
Sunday, August 7
8:30—10:00 am
Blessing of the Backpacks
August 21, 2022
All preschool and
elementary aged children
are invited to bring their
backpacks to church on
Sunday, August 21.
During worship, the
children will have an
opportunity to show off
their backpacks, and the
congregation will say a
special prayer as the
children and their families
prepare for a new school
year.

Please join us for
egg bake, muffins, milk &
coffee
Free will donations to be
used toward Youth Band
and other activities.

From the grave’s depths,
Lord Jesus Christ, you
emerged, breaking the
hold of sin, death and
hell, that those who trust
in you might share in
your righteousness, life
and beloved community
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NACCC Butman Award Presentation 2022
Storytime.
In the summer of 1976-ish. A couple
of college kids joined the summer
staff at a camp. She was employed as
a cabin counselor. He was on staff
as the recreation and games guy.
One evening in her cabin, all the
little girls were ragging on their
cabin counselor as they do…
They say, “Lady, you’re so pretty!
But you’re, like, too pretty, so you
can’t get married! If you get
married… you’ll just end up getting
divorced, and that would be sad.”
And she said, “What if I want to get
married?” And they giggle and they
think about it…and they say, “Well
if you do get married some day, it
can only be one of these three
dudes: You can marry the lifeguard,
this other counselor guy that we
like, or you could marry the
recreation and games guy.”
They all had a good laugh.
But the next day, the girls actually
go around camp and ask these guys
(staff members) if they would marry
their counselor. “Hey lifeguard, do
you wanna marry our counselor?”
Well he was already engaged, so
they check him off their list. “Hey
cabin guy, do you wanna marry our
counselor?” He thinks about it for a
second and he’s like, “Yeah sure, I’d
totally marry her.” MMMM… the
girls think, he’s interested. They
take note. But doing their due
diligence, they continue. “Hey
recreation and games guy, do you
wanna marry our counselor?”
“Yeah!” He says, “I’d marry her.”
Ok, they’ve got two interested
parties.

The girls think about it, they talk it
through… maybe they need a vote.
However that went down, they
decide that the right choice for their
beloved beautiful counselor is the
recreation and games guy. Hands
down. By now, these two are
friends. The girl’s cabin counselor
and the games guy. And with all the
girl’s teasing and sneaking around…
they get to know each other a bit.
One day, these two are playing
tennis. And the cabin girls come
running up to them with a
pipe-cleaner and tissue paper veil, a
bouquet of flowers, rings made out
of some spare crafts supplies, AND
they have the lifeguard in tow!
They put the veil on their
counselor’s head, they put the rings

in their hands, and have them both
stand in front of the lifeguard… and
the lifeguard marries them. Right
there on the tennis courts.
Ladies and gentlemen, that was 46
years ago. And (I cannot emphasize
this enough) this Association, would
not be what it is today, without
those scheming little girls and that
pipe-cleaner veil and that tennis
court wedding. By the grace of our
good and faithful God, and the
prophetic vision of some little girls
at summer camp… the Revs. Tom
and Wendy Van Tassell, have both
labored to build this fellowship of
churches.
Part of being nominated for a
Butman Award is that a church can
submit letters and articles that
testify to their ministry. Ummm…
the number of letters we received,
and newspaper clippings, were not
insignificant. As a way of sharing
some of their ministry, I would just
like to share a few excerpts from
those many letters:
From Shelly and David Robison:
“The saying goes, ‘You don’t know
what you have until it’s gone.’ That
saying does not hold true for the
First Congregational Church of
Spencer, Iowa. We KNEW that we
had two individuals who gave and
continue to give their whole selves
to the things that they love. They
love the Lord God, they love their
family, they love their church and
the Congregational Way…
From Bill Green: “I had the pleasure
of riding with Pastor Wendy Van
Tassell in the car for two hours
upon first meeting and we discussed
the church and religion. What
struck me most was how she
described the Christian religion, and
that conversation is what brought
me into the church. It’s funny how a
chance encounter can change one’s
life. Pastor Tom was always available
to discuss my struggles with
Parkinson’s and depression and
helped me come out the other side.
Without his guidance and help I
would not be where I am today.”
From Dr. Kella Klinker-Simonin:
“My connection to Tom and Wendy
was through the church and through
the Spencer Community Theater. I
directed Wendy as M’Lynn in ‘Steel
Magnolias.” Wendy directed me in
‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ where I
played Mom and Tom played

Clarence. Both Wendy and Tom
were active in the community
theater. In addition, they were
involved in many other civic
activities and were named Spencer
Citizens of the Year for their roles
in the community and served as
Grand Marshalls for the annual Flag
Fest Parade”.

that they have directly mentored,
grew up to become camp
counselors, youth ministers,
church pastors. Scores, hundreds,
of young people grew up to
become laborers for the kingdom
of God’s love because of their
nurturing. As the Robisons said:
“Some may wonder how they did
this all and still were able to
From Kathy and Randall Anderson: shepherd the church; they did it
“Tom and Wendy’s leadership was by bringing us all along. They
encouraged church members to
based on the Priesthood of All
Believers that all of us members of
work alongside them, as partners
the Congregational church have the in loving and serving. It is
wonderful to see how many
privilege and duty of sharing the
Good News of Christ to others in
member of First Congo, are
our church and community… In fact serving in this community. We are
one of the public displays of this was so thankful for the Van Tassells.
the Church signage on the front
lawn, the sign lists the usual
Today, following years of service
at Plymouth Congregational
information of name and time of
Church in Lansing, and in Los
services but under Ministers it
stated ALL Members and listed their Angeles, and New Haven, CT and
names as Co-Pastors. That made an Greenville, MI, and 23 years at
impression on us as we looked for a First Congregational Church of
new church home 11 years ago.”
Spencer, Iowa… They are retired
to Holland, MI… AND I HAVE
From Robert L. Rose: “Several years THE GREAT DELIGHT in being
ago, Tom celebrated a milestone in their pastor at the First
his career as a minister, the thirtieth Congregational Church of
anniversary of his ordination. We at Saugatuck. I say “retired” with
First Congregational made a special some air quotes because they are
presentation recognizing this event. still ministering each and every
week. They mentor me and other
I was honored to read an excerpt
from the sermon that was preached burgeoning ministry leaders, they
at that ceremony. The minister on
continue to find unique and
exciting ways to connect with
that day based his sermon on the
sixth chapter of Isaiah, where Isaiah their community… I know I watch
is reluctant to accept his call to
them like a hawk. I may be their
pastor, but I am also their student
service because he believed he is a
and co-laborer for the kingdom.
sinner and unworthy. When the
Lord forgives his sins and convicts
They amaze me. And they
him he is indeed worthy, Isaiah
continue to do stellar service to
immediately states “here I am Lord, the National Association.
send me.” The minister’s message to
Tom was to use that as his goal in
And I say it again: This
Association, would not be what it
the life of his career as a minister.
Tom and Wendy have both lived
is today, without those scheming
that directive and have always used little girls and that pipe-cleaner
veil and that tennis court wedding.
it as their motto, to give service
By the grace of our good and
when and where needed.
faithful God, and the prophetic
You guys, I could go on. People also vision of some little girls at
summer camp… the Revs. Tom
applauded their work in hospice
volunteering, working with the local and Wendy Van Tassell, have
ministers’ association, sharing the
labored (gone above and beyond)
to build this fellowship of churches
love of God through youth sports,
community choir and SO MUCH
into what it is today.
MORE!!!! You guys… the
newspaper articles are many. I could It is my great honor, to present
go on and on...
the Harry Butman Award for
excellency in ministry to the Revs.
The thing that stands out to me, as Tom and Wendy Van Tassell.
this most lovely piece of spiritual
fruit for the kingdom of God is the
Rev. Sarah Terlauw
fact that scores of young people,
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Remembering Our Military
Taylor Allen
5981 Stevens Road
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060
(son of Gregg & Kris Allen)

1st SGT Jared Leonard
6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D
Jber, AK 99506
(son of Barb Mugge)

PVT Daniel Wilkerson
Fort Lee, VA
(will be moving soon)
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Evan Ball
4120 Van Buren Avenue
Sutherland, IA 51058
(grandson of Jackie Ball)

Adam Norgaard
519 East 10th Street
Spencer, IA 51301
(son of Linda Norgaard,
grandson of LaVonne Peterson)

Captain Matt Wilkerson
1310 W. Wrightwood Ave.,
Unit R
Chicago, IL 60614
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Brandon Black
3027 Holloway Avenue
Bellevue, NE 68123
Brandon.black85@yahoo.com
(son of Jon & Lori Black)
Major Mark Ivey
6 Elgallo
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
(husband of Cara
Wilkerson-Ivey)
Nathan Jones
141 Marauders Bay
Beaufort, SC 29906
(son of Deb Jepson)

NACCC NL

Major Kathryn Polking
949 MDVSS
APO, AE 09366
(sister-in-law of Alison Munter)
Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan
PSC 817 Box 3327
FPO AE 09622
(grandson of LaVonne Peterson)
Sgt. Nicholas Sundblad
P.O. Box 493
San Clemente, CA 92674
(son of Steve & Wanda
Sundblad)

Archives

Want to know what is
happening on the national
level of our church? It’s
easy to stay connected and
find out what the National
Association of
Congregational
Christian Churches
(NACCC) is doing to
support each church.
The NACCC publishes the
NACCC News
Community Connections
Newsletter twice monthly.
To view each newsletter
log on to
www.naccc.org.
There is a wealth of
information, publications
and more to help the
church's and congregants.

We hope that you all have
been able to view the
archival information about
our church and it’s history.
This is currently displayed in
the ED wing. On August 3
the display will be returned
to the many boxes that will
hold our history for the
next celebration, our175th
Anniversary.
Stop by before then so you
don’t miss out.

Giving Down
We have reached the
mid-year mark. As of
June30, 2022 offering is
down $20,000 from last
year and down $40,000
from budget. We have been
able to manage expenses
and are currently $6,000
less than budget. One
exception is gas for heating
the Church we have spent
$12,000 so far this year and
the total budget for the
entire year was $8,000.
Special Thanks to Wes
Simpson for work on the
roof project which is now
completed.
Rod Meendering, Treasurer

Send a card, note or
care package to our
dedicated service
men and women.

Congregational Communicator
First Congregational Church
is a member of the National
Association of Congregational
Christian Churches and the
Iowa-Nebraska Association of
Congregational Christian
Churches

August Birthdays & Anniversaries
August Birthdays
Aug 1
Aug 4
Aug 5
Aug 6
Aug 7
Aug 9
Aug10

Visit us on Facebook

Aug 11
Aug 14
Aug 15
Aug 16
Aug 17
Aug 20
Aug 22
Aug 23

Secretary
9:00—12:30
Mon-Fri

Aug 24
Aug 26
Aug 27

Aug 28
Aug 31

Becky Conley
Sue Skow
John Zinn
Kathy Beachem
Barb Jacobson
Reese Munter
Bev Harmon
Curtis Dean
Matt Bryant
Rikki Hamrick
Karen Forbes
Gloria Tingle
Diane Zinn
Justine Meendering
Lucy Steffen
Nora Conover
Connie Koch
Wes Simpson
Stacie Bryant
Gayle Bailey
Rick Wilkerson
Shari Emmert
Nate Larson
Carol Kettelkamp
Alison Simpson
Nancy Seih
Britta Larson
Brooke Mart
Andy Sundblad

Sara Neidecker
Curt Miller
Breanna Wilkerson

August Anniversaries
Aug 4
Aug 7
Aug 8
Aug 12
Aug 13
Aug 18
Aug 19
Aug 22
Aug 23
Aug 27
Aug 30

Rodney & Julie Soma
Bill & Jane Campbell
Tom & Amy Johnson
Stewart & Julie Lewis
Dave & Becky Johnson
Bill & Sally Phelps
Scott & Alison Simpson
Bob & Heather Whittenburg
Jim & Vickie Montgomery
John & Diane Zinn
Tom & Wendy Van Tassell
Don & Judy Hemphill

Happy Birthday
& Anniversary

Mission Statement
Joseph
Tue—Fri
10:00—3:00

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God.
Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by
loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,
missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s
grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of
God.
First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org
FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
Pastor: Pulpit Supply
Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett
familyministry@congospencer.org
Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg
office@congospencer.org
Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins
Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans
Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn

Sun

Mon

Tue

1
9:30 Pray As You Go
Boston Seminary
Joseph
7
8:30-10:00
PF Breakfast
10:15 Worship
& Communion
11:15 Fellowship Hour

8
9:30 Pray As You Go

14
10:00 Worship on
The Queen
11:00 Congo On The
Lakes
Joseph Gone

21
10:15 Worship
Blessing Backpacks
11:15 Fellowship Hour
Joseph Gone

28
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship Hour

2022

First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
Church Office 712-262-4392
Email: office@congospencer.org
Website: www.congospencer.org
Facebook: FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
YouTube: Search for “CongoSpencerIA”
Thu

Fri

Sat

2
3
9:30 Pray As You Go 9:30 Pray As You Go
5:30 CME
NO PF

4
9:30 Pray As You Go

5
9:30 Pray As You Go

6

Boston Seminary
Joseph

Boston Seminary
Joseph

Boston Seminary
Joseph

Dubuque Residency
Joseph

12
9:30 Pray As You Go

13

Dubuque Residency
Joseph

Dubuque Residency
Joseph
20

Wed

Boston Seminary
Joseph

9
9:30 Pray As You Go
1:00—5:00 Girl Scouts
Kitchen
Dubuque Residency
Joseph

10 WIC
9:30 Pray As You Go
6:30-8:00 PF
7:00 CMW
Dubuque Residency
Joseph

11WIC

15
9:30 Pray As You Go
7:00 MARS
Dubuque Residency
Joseph

16
9:30 Pray As You Go
5:30 CMFCC
Dubuque Residency
Joseph

17
9:30 Pray As You Go
6:30-8:00 PF
Dubuque Residency
Joseph

18
9:30 Pray As You Go

19
9:30 Pray As You Go

Dubuque Residency
Joseph

Dubuque Residency
Joseph

22
9:30 Pray As You Go

23
24
9:30 Pray As You Go 9:30 Pray As You Go
NO PF

25
9:30 Pray As You Go

26
9:30 Pray As You Go

Dubuque Residency
Joseph

Joseph Gone

29
9:30 Pray As You Go

30
31
9:30 Pray As You Go 9:30 Pray As You Go
6:30-8:00 PF
Food Preservation
Jennifer Loudermilk

9:30 Pray As You Go
11:30 Mayflower
Circle Lunch
Maxwells
Dubuque Residency

Dubuque Residency
Joseph
27
10:00 Painting PF
Room

KEY
CME = Core Ministry of Education
CMFCC = Core Ministry of Fellowship & Congregational Care
CMM = Core Ministry of Missions
CMW = Core Ministry of Worship
MARS = Ministry of Assets & Resources
EC=Executive Council
B/G = Building & Grounds
PS = Pastoral Search Committee
150th Anniv = 150th Anniversary Committee
MFC=Mayflower Circle (formerly Women’s Fellowship)

NACCC Missions
Panamerican Institute, Mexico
Congregational Church of Myanmar, Myanmar

Our Sister Churches of the NACCC
Light House Fellowship Chapel, Bonita Springs, FL
First Congregational Church, Saugatuck, MI

First Congregational Church, Peterson, IA
Brunswick Congregational Church, Brunswick, NE

This month:
Our Sister IA/NE Churches

Remember to pray for our sister churches

Return Service Requested
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