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“Notes from the Moderator”
As we roll into
November Pastor
Casey’s service to our
Congregation has come
to a close. Pastor
Casey’s leadership and
especially his talents of
administrational advice
with our by-laws and
tweaks into our
ministry teams have
been very insightful and
helpful. Pastor Casey
leaves us ready to move
forward with the new
Pastor, as Casey
reminds us “The one
whom God knows will
be the next pastor!”
While I truly believe
God does have a plan
for our congregation
and a new pastor, we as
members of First
Congregational Church
of Spencer will continue
to look to our Church’s
Covenant for guidance.
We will remember to
endeavor to be loyal to
this fellowship, to help
one another in the
Christian life, to

support the work and
attend the meetings of
this church according to
our strength, ability, and
opportunity.
We continue to pray
for the Pastoral Search
Committee as we
Covenant with the Lord
and with one another
and do Bind ourselves
in the presence of God,
to walk together in all
HIS ways. Walking
together we continue
to work through our
ministry teams to fulfill
First Congregational’s
mission to be the Body
of Christ throughout
the world and especially
within our community.
We give thanks to God
for the members of our
congregation that step
up to fill the duties and
responsibilities that are
required to be taken
care of in this gap of
time without a pastor.
We are thankful to be
blessed with Joseph’s

leadership in the family
ministry and youth
programs that are
thriving! We also praise
God for the talents He
has given Michelle that
she shares so willingly
as she keeps track of all
the items that need to
be handled.
We look forward to the
future of First Congo
Spencer as we allow
God to lead us and
experience His Grace
and faithfulness. May
God continue to Bless
this Fellowship of
believer’s!

Kathy Anderson
Moderator 2021
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Church News
Condolences…
To the family of Alvin
Norgaard on his passing
October 7 at the age of 92.
Barb Joenks on the passing
of her brother Bob
Williams.

Hospitalizations/
Surgeries, Testing…
Mary Kay Zinn had
contracted COVID, she has
recovered and now at
Hilltop Care Center in
Spirit Lake to regain her
strength, Gloria Tingle had a
fall in July and is still
suffering from her injuries,
Jackie Ball had surgery on
her colon, Randy & Judy
Van Dyke were in a vehicle
accident October 17, Randy
and dogs are fine, Judy and
the driver of the other
vehicle were under strict
observation. Lisa Moret’s
mother Nadine Hough had
a heart attack October14
and is now doing well.

Capital Campaign…
Since our last update, we
have had additional
donations for a new grand
total of $206,230. THANK
YOU!!

Recognition…

Exit Realty Midwest’s Lori
Black was recently awarded
a Bronze Award by Exit
Realty Corp International.
Bronze recognizes 25-plus
transaction sides closed in a

Congregational Communicator
year. “Lori has worked
hard and this award is a well
deserved recognition of
that effort:, said Brad
Sanderson, broker-owner of
Exit Realty Midwest. “Lori
continues to thrive in her
real estate career. It’s been
a pleasure watching her
grow and I wish her
continued success.”
Girl Scouts Earn Silver
Award...
Maggie Moser, Molly Moser
and Emalee Weuve worked
together as a team to bring
their vision of their Skyline
Quilts to life and earn the
Silver Award, one of the
highest honors a Girl Scout
may earn. Their metal quilts
remain on permanent
display at the Creative
Learning Center on the Clay
County Fairgrounds. Empty
squares on the Memory
Wall are still available for
purchase. Great job girls!

Thank You’s…

individuals are needed as this
will be on a rotating basis
each week. This is a paid
position $15 per hour. If
interested, please contact the
church office. A background
check will be conducted.

Thoughts…
Honoring our veterans
Veterans Day has its roots in
what was called Armistice
Day, when a peace agreement
ended World War I on
November 11, 1918.
President Wilson proclaimed
that Armistice Day was to be
marked with solemn pride in
heroism and with gratitude
for victory as well as the
“opportunity it has given
America to show her
sympathy with peace
and justice.” In 1954, the
remembrance was renamed
Veterans Day to honor all
U.S. military personnel. It’s a
reminder to pray for and
honor all who serve and
sacrifice, to support and
assist their families, and to
pray that God will bring
peace on earth.
Newsletter Newsletter

Thank you so much for
supporting “Italian Night
Drive-Thru. We had a
wonderful turnout and
awesome help. Without you
A new Thanksgiving
we could not do what we
tradition
do for our church.
Chef Luigi & Crew At Thanksgiving, we give
thanks for things (food,
home, clothing, work) and
Help Wanted…
loved ones (family, friends,
pets). But if the people we
name aren’t present, they
may never know how
precious they are to us.
This November, start a new
tradition by writing notes of
Looking for immediate
Nursery Help each Sunday thanks to people you
9:00—11:15 and other key appreciate.
days and times depending
Follow Paul’s model of
on the event i.e.: Lenten
season film series etc. Two starting letters with

thanksgiving: “First, I thank my
God through Jesus Christ for
all of you, because your faith
is being reported all over the
world” (Romans 1:8,
NIV). Notice how he thanks
his addressees by thanking
God for them. Paul is specific
too, not writing, “Thanks for
everything!”

Expressing genuine
thanksgiving to God and
another person, you might
write something like this:
Dear Judy, This Thanksgiving I’m
thinking about special people in
my life. You are one! I thank
God for our friendship, for your
strong witness for Jesus and for
your willingness to lend a hand
as a substitute teacher. (Your
chocolate cookies are icing on
the cake!) I praise God for you!
Sincerely, Joan
Newsletter Newsletter
Just for Laughs
Knock knock. Who’s there?
Arthur. Arthur who? Arthur
any leftovers?
Why was the Thanksgiving
soup so expensive?
It had 24 carrots.
If you use boxed mashed
potatoes ...
... Great-Grandma will turn
over in her gravy.
My family said, “No more
Thanksgiving jokes.” ...
... but I said I couldn’t just quit
cold turkey.
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Pastoral Search Committee

The search for a Senior
Pastor has been an
exercise in patience. The
committee is dedicated

to finding the right person
for the First
Congregational Church of
Spencer; and will continue
working diligently on behalf
of the congregation. To
date we have received
resumes from 15
individuals and have met
with 5 of them. We truly
appreciate your prayers!

Yours in Christ,
Amy Simpson
Mike Patten
Nate Schmidt
John Zinn
Jennifer Loudermilk
Vickie Montgomery
Denny Phillips

Pulpit Supply & Pastoral Care
Until a new pastor is called,
we will be using Pulpit
Supply for worship
services, calling on the
talents of people inside and
outside of our church.
For Pastoral Care, we will
use a two-tiered

approach. For emergency
needs, such as sudden severe
illness/hospitalization or a
death, we have contracted
with Rev. Deb Mechler to
provide that service. You may
reach her at (712-2603286). For all other pastoral
needs, please contact the

church office and you will
be connected with a
church member who has
volunteered to provide
this help.

Ministry Team Sign Up
The ministry of God's
people is never about ONE
PERSON working alone,
but rather God's children
working together to
accomplish God's purpose
in making Christ's love real
to the world. That
expression takes all forms
and requires the many
talents, gifts, history,
passions, and perspectives
of each person who is a
part of our church.
Our church employs
Ministry and Task Teams to
fulfill a wide variety of
duties. They are composed
of members and
non-members. Some
commitments may be very

short-term in their
requirements, others longer.
You get to choose what you
would like to do. Every
person is needed!
How would you like
to serve God with the
stewardship of your time
and talent in the coming
year? Perhaps there's an
area of involvement you've
never tried before. You
know the gifts you possess.
Find a way to use them so
God can nourish someone
else through you! Live out
boldly what our faith calls us
to – responding with action
to God’s love.
Pick up a Ministry Team Sign

12 Hour Prayer
Vigil Nov 4
7:00 am—7:00 pm

“Like a Tree That Lies
Dormant…
There Is Life Within”
Prayer Vigil
7 am-7 pm
Church Chapel or at
Home
We welcome you to read,
ponder, and pray over each
scripture before moving
on to specific prayers
which are also provided.
Please call the office to
schedule one or more
half-hour time slots. We
will send you the materials
or you may pick them up in
the office.

Cantata
up sheet in the narthex,
church office, online on our
church website. Please read
through the ministry teams
and circle your areas of
interest. We are hoping to
have an on-line signup
available. Please refer to
Sunday announcements, or
the church website for
details.
All forms need to be
returned no later than
November 21. If you have
questions please contact one
of the chair persons or
committee members for
additional details.

A joint Cantata with
Bethany Church is set
for November 28 at
Bethany during worship
and again at FCC
December 5 during
worship. Please mark
your calendars for this
special event.
If you are interested in
participating contact
Elina or FCC office to
sign up.
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Adopt a Family/Senior
Mayflower Circle
Women’s
Fellowship…

Christmas Tea
Thursday
December 9, 2021
2:00 pm

The Adopt A Family/Senior
Project is returning again
this year. With your kind
donations 10 families and 10
seniors will receive
Christmas gifts to brighten
their lives and truly bless
them this Christmas season.
The tree will be located in
Fellowship Hall. Ornaments
will again be a two part
system, the larger one
take with you and the
smaller ornament sign and
leave in the basket next to

the tree so we know who is
shopping for that gift. On
the larger ornament it will
have the family number,
person’s age on one side
with the gift desired on the
reverse side. Senior
ornaments will be a blue
diamond. After you have
wrapped the present, tape
this ornament on the
package with the family
number up so it can be
delivered to the appropriate
person.
If you want to contribute to
the project but do not want
to shop this year, you may
donate money to the Adopt
A Family/Senior Project and

volunteers will be happy to
do the shopping for
ornaments that are left on
the tree. Delivery date is
December 5 for gifts to be
wrapped and brought to the
church, either to the back
of the sanctuary or the
church office.
Thank you for your
generosity to those families
that may be experiencing
challenges in their lives.
Please note that gifts do not
need to be new but do need
to be clean and in good
condition.

Thanksgiving Offering
One Great Hour of
Sharing
For Sale
Pecans $12.00
Dish Cloth $1.75

The Ministry of Missions has
voted to donate the
Thanksgiving Offering to One
Great Hour of Sharing.

Start your day off right
with Pray As You Go
M-F 9:30 in the chapel
or download the app and
get it anytime of the day
or night.

In the mid 1900’s a challenge
was issued using national radio
to raise 1 million dollars in 1
hour for world relief. This was
the beginning of One Great
Hour of Sharing. This became a
tradition for NACCC. “In the
spirit of Christ, One Great
Hour of Sharing helps people
help themselves in places that
experience poverty, hunger,
sickness, conflict, emergencies
and natural disasters.”
The NACCC Mission and

Outreach Ministry Council
gathers information working with
people on the ground to
determine how to effectively
respond to wildfires, Ida and
many other natural disasters
nationally and internationally. In
order to respond promptly with
funding, donations as needed.

mittens, scarfs, socks, coats etc.
will be warmly received. All
contributions will go to UDMO
for distribution.

Food Donations

Your Thanksgiving offering
envelopes are attached in the
newsletter, and available in each
pew rack.

Mitten Tree

How do we help all of God’s
children stay warm during the
winter months? The Mitten Tree!
The tree will again be located in
the Education wing. Donations of

As we have been doing all year,
we are asking for food and
personal hygiene donations for
UDMO. During the holiday
season it is more important than
ever to donate so that all
families may have a bountiful
meal with their families during
this most joyous season.
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Contemplative Corner: The Shape of God
With God’s instruction and
through forty years in the
desert, the ancient Israelites
worshipped God in ways
that at first seem foreign to
us. In fact, for many
Christians today, the Old
Testament is such an oddity
that they simply avoid it all
together. (In fact, Marcion
of Sinope, the first person
to publish a canon of
Scripture after Christ cut
out the entire Old
Testament altogether.)
However, with
consideration what at first
seems odd, begins to
blossom into something
quite beautiful.
A few months ago, I
mentioned their “Scapegoat
Ritual,” which was a
wonderful way of
collectively coming together
and confessing their sins and

then letting them go. Can
you imagine doing such a
thing in a worship service?
How does it affect our
worship if we are not in the
habit of repentance? Could
the fact that our modern
usage of “scapegoat” has
come to mean something so
different than its original
intent be a sign?
In the 19th century, the
German anthropologist and
philosopher Ludwig
Feuerbach wrote a critique
of our faith called The
Essence of Christianity. While
I do not agree with his
conclusions, he does offer a
very interesting observation.
The idea was that
Christianity had
(unknowingly) created an
image of God that they
were comfortable with and
then projected that image

outward and worshipped it
instead of worshipping God
in truth. This cyclical
process became a feed-back
loop that continued to
misshape God more and
more overtime. Here is an
excerpt of his:

have a practice of
worshipping in truth. In
Sunday School, we’ve
defined this as: “Seeking
communion with God, in
the present moment, on a
regular basis.” Do you
make it a habit to
regularly communion with
But when this projected image God? To sit, or even
of human nature is made an walk, quietly allowing
object of reflection, of
yourself to get out of the
way and being filled with
theology, it becomes an
inexhaustible mine of
His spirit? If not, I can’t
falsehoods, illusions,
recommend it enough.
contradictions, and sophisms. Furthermore, if
Feuerbach and the
Israelites have anything to
What do you think? Can
teach us – the health of
you look around at the
world of Christian churches our faith depends on it.
today and see ideas about
Joseph Leggett
who God is that just do not
make sense? Have people
turned God into something
they want Him to be? We’ve
got to get the ‘shape’ of God
RC Car Day...
Engaging our youth in a fun and family
right. To do so, we must
friendly event!

Family Outing
Roller Skating
Primghar
The November 21 Family
Outing will be held at the
Primghar Skating Rink.
We invite all families to
join in the fun. We will
meet at the skating rink.
Time, cost etc. will be
given at a later date.

Kids Program

Christmas Program

PF Lock-In
Family Christmas Party
& Youth Lock– in
Kicking off the holiday
season with a Family
Christmas Party followed by
a youth lock-in!

We are pleased to announce
that there will be a live
performance of our
Children’s Christmas
Program this year!!

Friday December 3
Family Party 7:00 pm
From the
grave’s depths,
Lock-in following
for youth
5th—12th Lord
grade Jesus Christ, you
breaking the
Pickup 7:00emerged,
am Saturday

The first rehearsal will be
Wednesday, November 3
6:00-7:30 and after that each
Sunday 4:30-6:00.

RSVP to Joseph
at those who trust
hell, that
familyminitry@
in you might share in
congospencer.org
your righteousness, life

The program is set for
Sunday, December 19 during
worship.

hold of sin, death and

and beloved community
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150th Anniversary Celebration

Dick Siewert

Les Landhuis

Carl Peterson

Bob Rose
Don King
no picture
available

The group has started digging up
history. Listening to stories from
our heritage is always fun and
sure to bring a smile to your face.
The Heritage/Harvest Dinner will
take place Nov. 14th this year
under Rod Meendering’s
direction. We dove back into the
archives to see how this annual
dinner came to be. Back in 1976,
the country’s bicentennial year, a
group of men decided to bring
back the old-time church dinners.
Bob Rose, Karl Peterson, Les
Landhuis, Don King, and Dick
Siewert were the cooking team.
Pastor Hallauer was the Pastor at
that time. Bob Rose had the
turkey recipe, an apple salad,
dressing stuffed in the bird,
homemade rolls and asked for
donated pies from the members.
Bob enlisted Karl’s help
specifically because Bob didn’t
know how to make the gravy.
They started about Noon on
Saturday getting ready. The rolls
were made from scratch, it takes
a while to knead the bread, let it
rise then put it in the pans and let
it rise some more. They baked it
about Midnight and always
brought their favorite jam for
breakfast – they had to try it out
of course to make sure it was
fine!
The turkeys were washed and

ready to stuff with Bob’s special
dressing made with pork sausage
and apples. They had a terrible
time getting the stuffing out of the
birds the first year, so Bruce
Lamport gave them a hint to put
the dressing in a cheese cloth bag
and then put the bag into the
turkey and that worked a lot
better! Stub Johnson even called
for the recipe and asked if he
could use it at his restaurants
because Stub said it reminded him
of his mothers. Bob willingly
shared his secret dressing with
Stub!
That first year they didn’t know
how long it would actually take,
so the guys brought their sleeping
bags along. Pastor Hallauer was so
worried about them that he called
many times during the night to
check on the dinner team by
phone. The year Pastor retired to
Florida, the dinner team called
him after midnight just to let him
know that they were all right and
the turkeys were on schedule in
the ovens!
They only charged $2 per person
but Bob made a request; you
didn’t have to be a member of
First Congo to eat but you must
be in worship service that
morning to get to eat the fabulous
dinner! They usually had 200

people eating with tables
throughout the hallways. Some
dressed as Pilgrims while they
served the meal.
There have been many guys over
the years and the original team
recreated the dinner every year
up into the 1990’s. There are
many stories to be heard from
these times of fellowship within
the church – take a minute and
ask Bob or LaVonne Peterson to
share a story of our church’s
heritage!
If you have stories to share,
please let us hear them! We are
planning a great party to celebrate
our heritage July 9th & 10th of 2022
and we want everyone to be a
part of the fellowship. to make it
come to life.
The 150th committee members:
Kella Klinker-Simonin
Tom & Katie Howe
Randy Van Dyke
Bob Rose
Betty Weikum
Shelly Robison
Emalee Weuve
Dawn Weuve
Linda Edwardson
Kathy Anderson

Pledge Cards
Toward the end of the year
historically, the church has
provided your to-date
giving along with the
balance of your pledge for
that year. These statements
will be mailed shortly
along with a letter from
MARS recapping the year
and looking forward to
what the church needs may
be.

Along with this
information the 2022
Pledge Cards will be
enclosed.
Please prayerfully
consider your giving,
knowing that if your
circumstances should
change your pledge may
be amended.

Thank you for your
continued support of FCC
by giving your time, your
abilities, and your
material possessions. May
Christ be with each and
everyone of you.
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Remembering Our Military
Taylor Allen
5981 Stevens Road
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060
(son of Gregg & Kris Allen)

1st SGT Jared Leonard
6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D
Jber, AK 99506
(son of Barb Mugge)

PVT Daniel Wilkerson
Fort Lee, VA
(will be moving soon)
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Evan Ball
4120 Van Buren Avenue
Sutherland, IA 51058
(grandson of Jackie Ball)

Adam Norgaard
519 East 10th Street
Spencer, IA 51301
(son of Linda Norgaard,
grandson of LaVonne Peterson)

Captain Matt Wilkerson
1310 W. Wrightwood Ave.,
Unit R
Chicago, IL 60614
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Brandon Black
11501 Maass Road #206
Bellevue, NE 68123
Brandon.black85@yahoo.com
(son of Jon & Lori Black)
Major Mark Ivey
6 Elgallo
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
(husband of Cara
Wilkerson-Ivey)
Nathan Jones
141 Marauders Bay
Beaufort, SC 29906
(son of Deb Jepson)

Send a card, note or
care package to our
dedicated service
men and women.

Major Kathryn Polking
949 MDVSS
APO, AE 09366
(sister-in-law of Alison Munter)
Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan
PSC 817 Box 3327
FBO AE 09622
(grandson of LaVonne Peterson)
CPL Nicholas Sundblad
P.O. Box 493
San Clemente, CA 92674
(son of Steve & Wanda
Sundblad)

Heritage Dinner

Heritage Dinner
Sunday, November 14
11:15-12:30
Free Will Offering

Hanging of the Greens

Would you like to help
decorate the sanctuary and
church for the holiday
season? Mark your calendar
for Sunday, November 28
after worship. A light lunch
will be provided. Please
RSVP to the office.
Let’s make this a
spectacular year!

Congregational Communicator
First Congregational Church
is a member of the National
Association of Congregational
Christian Churches and the
Iowa-Nebraska Association of
Congregational Christian
Churches

November Birthdays & Anniversaries
November Birthdays
Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 3
Nov 4
Nov 5
Nov 6
Nov 8
Nov 9
Nov 11

Visit us on Facebook

Nov 12
Nov 13
Nov 15
Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 20
Nov 21
Nov 22
Nov 24
Nov 26

Sarah Baish Jones
Bradley Miller
Tanner Kluender
Xainder Norgaard
Beth Halvorson
Katie Simpson
Larry Forbes
Ina Faye Underwood
Nancy Lewis
Karen Dellinger
Diane Berg
Rod Castenson
Mikaya Miller
Barb Mugge
Lynn Dotson
Matt Sieh
Tom R. Howe
Stewart Lewis
Julie Soma
Chance Sorenson
Jim Sieh
Marcia Smith
Michael Dodson
Barb Garnatz
Junior Wilkerson
Tom Throckmorton
Robin Byrn
Nash Dietz

Nov 27 Anna Davis
Linda Garner
Nov 28 Kris Allen
Becky Johnson
Joseph Leggett
Julie Lewis
Nov 29 Taylor Allen
Nov 30 Jennie Byrn
Brian Fassbender

November Anniversaries
Nov 17
Nov 21
Nov 27
Nov 28
Nov 30

Gary & Sue Biederman
Chris & Sandi Nielsen
Larry & Donna Dailey
William & Becky Sanders
Randall & Kathy Anderson

Happy Birthday
& Anniversary

Mission Statement
The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God.
Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by
loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,
missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s
grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of
God.

Secretary
9:00—4:30
Joseph
Tue—Friday
10:00—3:00

Office
Closed
11/25

And
11/26

First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org
FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
Pastor: Pulpit Supply
Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett
familyministry@congospencer.org
Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg
office@congospencer.org
Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins
Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans
Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn

