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As someone who
always looked forward
to the start of a new
school year, I’m happy
that fall is in the air. It
signals a return to a
routine, and I can soon
be comfortable in
sweaters again. Kids go
back to school, sporting
new shoes and
backpacks, and the Clay
County Fair is just
around the corner. At
First Congregational,
Sunday School is
starting back up too.
After a break, it will be
good to get together
again as a larger
congregation and
Sunday School family.
Fall is the time to get
moving again, after the
break of summer.
Hopefully summer has
been a time of
purposeful rest and
recovery, and as a
church we can jump
back into the activities
of church life with
enthusiasm.

Joseph and I were
talking the other day
about how, for many,
church has become a
chore, and for this not
to be the case, it’s
important to implement
new ideas for
fellowship, study and
missions. We discussed
how important the
interpersonal
relationships are in our
church, and how our
church family can be
even more tightly knit
(and church less of a
chore) when these
bonds are strengthened.
Leadership will be
discussing new ideas for
this year, and if you
have any ideas for new
projects, groups or

programing, please
share them with us!
Hebrews 10:24-25 says,
“let us consider how to
stir up one another to
love and good works,
not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit
of some, but
encouraging one
another….” So let’s
meet together, blending
our traditions and new
ways to serve, to keep
the river of worship,
fellowship and service
flowing at First Congo
Spencer!
With gratitude,
Gayle Conover,
Moderator 2022

Page 2

Church News
Funerals…
Condolences to the family
of Judy Orrison who passed
away at the age of 76 on
August 5.

Thank You…
We have lost someone very
special...Thank you for
sharing our grief.
Jodie Marlow
Thank you for all the kind
words and gifts that were
given to me when Music
Appreciation Sunday was
celebrated! I am so grateful
to all of you!
Elina Leander-Ozolins

Thoughts…
The beauty of learning
There is divine beauty in
learning. … To learn means
to accept the postulate that
life did not begin at my
birth. Others have been
here before me, and I walk
in their footsteps.
The books I have read were
composed by generations of
fathers and sons, mothers
and daughters, teachers and
disciples. I am the sum total
of their experiences, their
quests. And so are you.
—Elie Wiesel
Many parts, one body
Through the teaching,
support, sacrifice, worship
and commitment of the
church, utterly ordinary
people are enabled to do
some rather extraordinary,
even heroic acts, not on the
basis of their own gifts and
abilities, but rather by
having a community capable
of sustaining Christian
virtue. The church enables
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us to be better people than
we could have been if left to
our own devices.
—Stanley Hauerwas and
William Willimon,
Resident Aliens

Father graciously extends his
arm to help me up, get me
“unstuck” and keep me from
trouble.
—MaryAnn Sundby

Just do it!
God’s surprises
A young man told a pastor he
Don’t assume that God will wanted to be a Christian, so
always work in your life the the pastor instructed him to
way he always has. A sunset prepare by reading the book
is proof that God colors
of Acts. After many weeks
outside the lines. He has no went by, the pastor
status quo. Even the laws of wondered if the man had
nature are his to interrupt. changed his mind about this
As many times as you’ve
important decision.
prayed before, today may be
the day when God sends
Almost a year later, he finally
the answer so swiftly — so reappeared. “Where have
divinely — that you’re
you been?” asked the
windburned.
bewildered pastor.
―Beth Moore
The man replied, ““Every
time I started to read, I felt
Always within reach
As I grow older, I appreciate prompted to do something
like the apostles did: help the
help getting up from the
poor, tell someone about
couch. Often, my husband
Jesus. So I stopped reading
extends his arm to boost
me up. This act of kindness and started doing. I’ve just
been too busy to return.”
reminds me how the Lord
—Adapted from a story by
reaches out to me each
Hal Brady
morning. He is the strength
to lift me up so I needn’t
depend on myself.
Labor Day laughs
My first job was in an
Looking back through the
orange juice factory. I got
years, I can see how the
canned because I couldn’t
Lord endlessly extended his concentrate.
arm to me. Isaiah 33:2 says,
“O LORD, be gracious to
When I couldn’t hack it as a
us; we wait for you. Be our lumberjack, I got the ax.
arm every morning, our
salvation in the time of
I wasn’t suited to being a
trouble.” Too often I
tailor.
haven’t waited for the Lord,
and my impatience resulted Working in the muffler
in no-good results. Waiting factory was too exhausting.
for — and accepting —
God’s guidance isn’t always I was a banker … until I lost
easy, but he always comes
interest.
through, and we’re never
out of his reach.
I realized there was no
future in being a historian.
I’m so thankful my heavenly

Any way I sliced it, I couldn’t
cut the mustard at the deli.
I studied to become a doctor
but had no patients.
My job at the coffee shop was
always the same old grind.
When I worked as a plumber,
the tasks were too draining.
I was hired at a gym but
wasn’t fit for the job.
Finally, I got a job at a bakery;
I kneaded dough!
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Pastoral Search Committee
update, we have met
with a potential
candidate twice.
As you know this has
been a roller coaster of
a ride; and we currently
Greetings from the
appear to be on the
Pastoral Search
upside of the ride.
Committee,
Though we don't have
anything formal to share
With cautious
at this time, we are
optimism, we are happy hopeful and ask for your
to report that at the
continued prayers and
time of submitting this patience.

Kentucky Flood Relief
One Great Hour of Sharing Kentucky governor Andy
Kentucky Flood Relief
Beshear has also set up a
Efforts
“Team Eastern Kentucky
Flood Relief Fund” which
Out hearts go out to the
will be considered.
people of Kentucky as flooding
devastates their communities. To donate please make
Congregationalists join the
your check payable to
country in lifting them in
First Congregational
prayer. We are preparing to
Church and earmark it
offer them tangible support.
Kentucky Flood Relief.
The Mission and Outreach
Ministry Council (MOMC), on
behalf of the National
Association of Congregational
Christian Churches, is
gratefully receiving funds to
assist with Kentucky relief
efforts.
In times of crisis, the MOMC
makes every effort to work
through member churches
and missions closest to those
in need. Where our churches
and missions are not present,
we work through respected
and responsible organizations.
One organization to receive
funds will be Convoy of Hope.

Donations are being
accepted from August 21
Thru September 18.

Pastoral Search
Committee:
Amy Simpson
Mike Patten
Nate Schmidt
John Zinn
Vickie Montgomery
Denny Phillips

Church Stewardship
Often times we wonder
how we can be of service
and contribute to the
church. Stopping to
consider your personal
talents and gifts is one
way.
If you are musically
inclined whether a novice
and just learning or are a
talented singer or
Confirmation
musician can greatly
Reception
enhance worship.

Join us for cake and
punch
following
the EastOthers
may be more
erinclined
service
11:15 to
to beatgreeters,
celebrate
our confirmushers, Worship
Assistant,
or Fellowship
ands in Fellowship
Hall.
Hour Host and
provide snacks and a
warm welcome and
conversation.

Perhaps your gift is visiting
your fellow congregants
either in person, on the
telephone or even video
conferencing. How about
send a card letting others
know they are not
forgotten.
There are numerous
additional ways that you
may be able to take part
and make a difference.

If any of these options
sound interesting or you
have other ideas, please
contact the church office.
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Pray As You Go
and as of 2020, it is used 30
million times a year.
Pray As You Go is a daily
prayer session, designed to
go with you wherever you
go, to help you pray
whenever you find time, but
particularly when travelling.

Worship Time
Change
Worship will begin
at
10:30 am
Beginning Sunday,
September 4, 2022
Mark your calendars
for this new time!
This will also change
Sunday School and
Adult Ed start time
to 9:10 am.

We advertise Pray As You Go
each month in the
newsletter and on the
calendar, by word of mouth
etc. and have been for over
two years. Just what exactly
is Pray As You Go?
Pray As You Go is a daily
prayer website, podcast and
application that was created
in 2006 by the Jesuits in the
United Kingdom. Since its
founding it has been adapted
into nine other languages

at any time of the day or
night. If you wish to join
us in the Chapel MondayFriday at 9:30, John Zinn,
Larry Forbes, and Randy
Van Dyke would be
happy to have you join
them.

Is there a cost to Pray As
You Go? No, there is no
charge, it is completely free,
you only need to download
it onto your device or go
directly to their website
https://pray-as-you-go.org/.
Think you don’t have the
time to pray? It only takes
15 minutes and can be done

Church Outings & Fellowship
Community
Night Worship

Congo Night Out
Fall Office
Hours
9:00—4:30

Due to Labor Day and the
Clay County Fair there will
not be a Congo Night out in
September, it will resume
on October 4.
We must provide a head
count to all of our
restaurants in the future so
an RSVP will be needed
from anyone who wishes to
attend. All RSVP’s will be
needed the Friday before
the event.

Gospel Concert

CeCe Winans along with
special guest Riley
The Clay County Fair has Clemmons are in concert
added a new event to
at the Clay County Fair,
their rooster, Community Sunday, September 11 in
Night Worship. This will
the Grandstands. CeCe is
be held on Wednesday,
the most decorated
September 14 in the
entertainer to ever
perform on the
Events Center Ballroom.
Grandstand with 15
As a side note and to
GRAMMY Awards. She is
nudge everyone a little bit, also the most decorated
Joseph will be performing gospel singer of all time
with the band. Come on
and it took quite the effort
out for a lively night of
to get her in Spencer.
worship.
Purchase your tickets now,
you do not want to miss
out on this wonderful
concert, we truly believe
that you will be moved by
her performance and dare
we say, even inspired.

Page 5

Volume 2, Issue 9

Contemplative Corner: “Missio Dei ”
I have had an incredible time
and a wonderful learning
experience over the last
month, and I would love to
share just a piece of that
here with you all –
something known as “Missio
Dei.” Missio Dei, or “God’s
Mission” is a new
framework for
understanding missions and
the church’s role within
God’s redemptive plan. Let
me give a bit of history for
just a moment. While he
didn’t coin the term, Karl
Barth formalized its key
components. This quote is
from his address at the 1932
Brandenburg mission
conference. He said that
missions is not “the work of
the church” insisting that it is
“primarily God who engages in
mission by sending God’s self
in the mission of the Son and
the Spirit.” In other words,

Sunday School
Family Sunday School is
starting back up
September 11 at 9:10!
This will actually be a
Cross Generational
Sunday School event.
Family Sunday School has
been received favorably
and we hope you will all
join us as we continue
our faith journey
together.

Family
Sunday
School

Barth was arguing that
based on our understanding
of the Trinity - God is
primarily a relational being.
God is constantly ‘sending’
himself out to all creation
through Jesus and the Spirit.
Applying this understanding
to missions, Barth (and now
many others have agreed)
that missions should not be
seen as something the
church does. Instead,
missions should be
understood as something
God is already doing in the
world and the church is
simply called to join in.
Why does this matter?
Well, do you believe that
God is at work in our
community? I do. Missio Dei
shifts our entire approach
to missions in such a way
that we are now partners
with where God is already

working. Instead of trying to
‘fix’ the church to be how it
used to be, we can instead
recognize God’s presence in
our community now. How
exciting is that?! I’ve written
recently about how we
sometimes let the wrongs of
the world turn our hearts
towards a cynical view of
reality. How refreshing is it
to remember that God truly
is at work in this world and
we can be a part!

uninterrupted.
2) Set an alarm for your
desired time (5-20
minutes.)
3) If you’re using a phone
for your alarm – make
sure it’s close enough to
hear but far enough away
that you won’t check it
constantly.
4) Now, just sit.
5) When the Spirit leads,
focus your thoughts on a
single question: “God
where are you already at
For my faithful readers, you work in Spencer, IA?”
may be asking what this has 6) Using a journal, jot
to do with last month’s
down whatever answers
article in which I called us to come.
a practice of ‘embracing
7) Email them to me and
stillness.’ I hope that you did let’s start a conversation
it with me. For this month, I around the Missio Dei of
am going to ask you to do
our church and
the same but with a slight
community.
—Joseph Leggett
change (see below):
1) As best you can, find
RC Car Day...
Engaging our youth in a fun and family
somewhere to be alone and

Adult Ed
All adults are welcome to
join us for Adult Education
beginning September 11 at
9:10. Kella Klinker-Simonin
is leading discussion again
for more thought
provoking conversations
and insights.

Adult
Education

friendly event!

Pilgrim Fellowship
PF is back in full swing
this fall! Although
many youth have been
meeting over the
summer, not all have
been able to attend.
We welcome all
5th—12 grade youth
to join in the fun eachFrom the grave’s depths,
Wednesday evening Lord Jesus Christ, you
from 6:30—8:00.
emerged, breaking the

hold of sin, death and
Please bring a friend hell, that those who trust
and share the joy of in you might share in
PF with others!
your righteousness, life
and beloved community
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Remembering Our Military
Taylor Allen
5981 Stevens Road
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060
(son of Gregg & Kris Allen)

1st SGT Jared Leonard
6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D
Jber, AK 99506
(son of Barb Mugge)

PVT Daniel Wilkerson
Fort Lee, VA
(will be moving soon)
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Evan Ball
4120 Van Buren Avenue
Sutherland, IA 51058
(grandson of Jackie Ball)

Adam Norgaard
519 East 10th Street
Spencer, IA 51301
(son of Linda Norgaard,
grandson of LaVonne Peterson)

Captain Matt Wilkerson
1310 W. Wrightwood Ave.,
Unit R
Chicago, IL 60614
(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)

Brandon Black
3027 Holloway Avenue
Bellevue, NE 68123
Brandon.black85@yahoo.com
(son of Jon & Lori Black)
Major Mark Ivey
6 Elgallo
Cedar Crest, NM 87008
(husband of Cara
Wilkerson-Ivey)
Nathan Jones
141 Marauders Bay
Beaufort, SC 29906
(son of Deb Jepson)

Major Kathryn Polking
949 MDVSS
APO, AE 09366
(sister-in-law of Alison Munter)
Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan
PSC 817 Box 3327
FPO AE 09622
(grandson of LaVonne Peterson)
Sgt. Nicholas Sundblad
P.O. Box 493
San Clemente, CA 92674
(son of Steve & Wanda
Sundblad)

Nursey Staffed

The nursery is staffed
with two wonderful
nursery helpers who
alternate Sundays, Nora
Conover and Jersey
Norgaard. These two
are here to watch your
little ones during Sunday
School, worship, and
Fellowship Hour. What
a relief not to worry
about getting the most
out of worship time
while trying to wrangle a
squirming toddler.
Most of us have been

Send a card, note or
care package to our
dedicated service
men and women.

Youth Band
there and it isn’t always
the most relaxing
experience. Let the girls
help out and allow you to
get in touch with your
spiritual self.

Elementary
Bell Choir
An Elementary Youth Bell
Choir is being organized. If
your son, daughter,
grandkids etc. are interested
contact Mike Patten. Youth
Bell Choir will begin in this
fall.

The Youth Band is getting
organized and will begin
rehearsing soon. This will be
such a wonderful addition
to our worship service,
what a blessing to have so
many youth wanting to
participate! Bring on the
music kids!

Sermon Series
During the month of October,
Rev. Deb Mechler will share a
sermon series on the theme
“Unexpected Treasures in the
Desert.” We will glean
important lessons from the
book of Exodus for these
uncertain times, both in our
congregation and in our world.
What do we need to leave

behind? How can we know
that God is with us? How
can we trust God and love
one another in our life together while things feel
shaky? How can we face the
future with confidence?
These questions will be
addressed throughout the
month. Readings to enhance
the series will be provided,
as well as discussion
questions for home or
group use.

Congregational Communicator
First Congregational Church
is a member of the National
Association of Congregational
Christian Churches and the
Iowa-Nebraska Association of
Congregational Christian
Churches

September Birthdays & Anniversaries
September Birthdays
Sept 1
Sept 2
Sept 7
Sept 8
Sept 10
Sept 14
Sept 17

Sept 19
Sept 20

Visit us on Facebook

Sept 21
Sept 23
Sept 24
Sept 26

Secretary
9:00—430
Mon-Fri

Sept 27
Sept 28
Sept 29

Dale Woolery
Jo Anne Tuttle
Norma Drake
Marybeth Quattlebaum
Tom C. Howe
Max Moser
Christy Craig
Erica Meendering
Jersey Norgaard
Barb Wilkerson
Ethan Heiter
Kaye Price
Everly Slawson
Katie Howe
Bill Zinn
Jack Schomaker
Ryker Bibler
Tommy Gerlock
Mike Miller
Rod Meendering
Bonnie Crosser
Peggy Halverson
Bill Kettelkamp
Laura Van Tassell
Stella Gerlock
Amy Johnson
Nathan Jones
Doug Rose

Sept 30 Larry Dailey
Eric Norgaard
Emma Whittenburg

September Anniversaries
Sept 2
Sept 3
Sept 4
Sept 6
Sept 13
Sept 14
Sept 15
Sept 16
Sept 19
Sept 20
Sept 21
Sept 22
Sept 23
Sept 28

Charley & Nancy Whittenburg
Mark & Susan Wedel
Bill & Judy Orrison
Gerald & Sandi Wilmot
Randy & Judy Van Dyke
Porter & Lauren Hall
Mark & Cara Ivey
Mike & Kalli Miller
Rick & Barb Wilkerson
Jim & Karen Dellinger
Rob & Marty Kluender
Gary & Linda Ter Wee
Eric & Katie Van Tassell
Larry & Pam Trosin
Brian & Heidi Hancock
Wes & Amy Simpson

Happy Birthday
& Anniversary

Mission Statement
Joseph
Tue—Fri
10:00—3:00

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God.
Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by
loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,
missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s
grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of
God.
First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org
FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
Pastor: Pulpit Supply
Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett
familyministry@congospencer.org
Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg
office@congospencer.org
Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins
Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans
Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn

