
work together for as 

long as we have the 

blessing and          

opportunity to do 

so. In the meantime, 

know that it is my 

joy and privilege to 

serve you. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Casey 

Dear People of First 

Congregational, as 

this newsletter goes 

out we will be at 

about the mid-point 

in my leave. I left this 

word with Michelle 

to offer you         

encouragement. You 

are in my thoughts 

and certainly my 

prayers during this 

time of separation. 

Though I am away, 

you are with me and 

I know that God’s 

Spirit is with you. 

Please continue to 

pray for your Search 

Committee and for 

the candidates with 

whom they will be in 

conversation. They 

will be able to learn 

something from each 

of those people – 

something to benefit 

the continued    

ministries of this 

church even though 

only one will be   

selected to be your 

next pastor.         

Remember as well 

that God already 

knows who that 

person will be. 

Please pray that 

whoever it is, that 

she or he is guided 

by the Holy Spirit to 

enter into          

conversation with 

FCC and, later, into 

relationship with you 

as your next settled 

pastor. 

When I return, our 

time together will be 

fairly short. Rather 

than pondering this 

as loss, I pray that 

we can work        

together diligently to 

accomplish the tasks 

set before us. Let’s 

love each other and 
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Church News                                                        Our help — past,      

present and future 
This month, America marks 

the 20th anniversary of the 

9/11 terrorist attacks, which 

ended almost 3,000 lives and 

changed life forever for     

millions more. The nation was 

shaken to its very roots, with 

violence jolting out of us any 

assumption that “it can’t   

happen here.” September 11 

banished any lingering notion 

that being on the side of 

“liberty and justice for all” 

served as insulation against 

mass tragedy. We now had 

more to fear than fear itself. 

 

Psalm 46 reminds us that 

“though the earth should 

change” (v. 2) — as it did on 

9/11 —God remains “our 

refuge and strength, a very 

present help in trouble” (v. 1). 

We are never alone or    

without hope, even on        

life-altering days. 

 

How have God’s presence 

and power sustained you 

through life’s changes? How 

might sharing your story help 

someone else when their 

world or faith gets shaken? 

      —adapted from            

                     The Wired Word 

 

 

 

Condolences… 
To the family of Shirley 

Johnston on her passing at 

the age of 96 on July 30. 
 

Hospitalizations/

Surgeries… 
John Phelps chemo worked 

and his re-differentation 

procedure was successful 

enough to continue with the 

treatment!!!! Scans and tests 

will need to confirm so 

prayers need to continue.  

 

Tom Hinrichsen had a    

second surgery for bladder 

cancer.  
 
Thank You’s… 
Thank you all so very much 

for helping to put on an 

AWESOME Vacation Bible 

Camp. We had a blast and 

learned so much. We    

appreciate your time and 

effort. We hope we get to 

do it next year.   

Thankfully Yours,           

Vivian and Pearl           

Whittenburg 

 

Church Need… 
Mary Lou Hoffman is   

wanting to hire snow     

removal at her home.   

Contact the church office if 

interested.  

 

Capital Campaign… 
Blessings continue with  

additional donations totaling 

$168,830 for the Roof   

Capital Campaign. We are 

so close to our goal, only 

$11,170 to go!  

 

Thoughts… 
God languishes      

with us 
 

A headline from last spring 

teased, “There’s a Name for 

the Blah You’re Feeling.” 

The writer decided what he 

and others felt as the     

pandemic wore on wasn’t 

burnout or depression 

but languishing — decreasing 

vitality; feeling dispirited. 

People of ancient times  

experienced this too: “The 

land of Egypt and the land of 

Canaan languished because 

of the famine” (Genesis 

47:13). “The wine dries up, 

the vine languishes, all the 

merry-hearted sigh” (Isaiah 

24:7). But there’s more. 

 

If you used to be “merry-

hearted” but now sigh a lot, 

hear this: “The heavens  

languish together with the 

earth” (Isaiah 24:4). Isaiah 

uses “the heavens” to refer 

to God, who languishes with 

us. Like an empathizing 

friend, God sits with us in 

our struggle. Sure, we pray 

for rescue now: “I am     

languishing; O Lord, heal 

me” (Psalm 6:2). But when 

our timing isn’t God’s, we 

trust his promise of       

restoration: “[God] will 

wipe every tear from their 

eyes … mourning and crying 

and pain will be no more”   

(Revelation 21:4). 

 

With the psalmist we hold 

two truths at once: “My 

soul languishes for your 

salvation; I hope in your 

word” (119:81). 

          —Heidi Hyland Mann 

 
Learn from leaves 
As you’re enjoying the fall 

colors and sipping apple 

cider, ponder this saying: 

“Autumn shows us how 

beautiful it is to let things 

go.” 

 

When leaves stop producing 

chlorophyll, they turn vibrant 

shades of yellow, orange and 

red. This yearly spectacle 

makes way for the leaves to 

let go and fall. It also serves 

as a good reminder of things 

we may need to drop: clutter 

around the home, a desire 

for control, commitments 

that no longer bring joy,   

personal expectations that 

cause added stress, a need to 

always be right and so on. 

 

Just as the Israelites had to let 

go of their past as slaves in 

Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul 

had to abandon his           

persecuting ways, we, too, 

can let go of what weighs us 

down and gets in the way of 

God’s best for our lives.   

Embrace fall as a season of 

change and see just how 

beautiful it is to let things go!    

                 —Janna Firestone 

 
Be still (and silent) 
We need to find God, and he 

cannot be found in noise and 

restlessness. God is the 

friend of silence. See how 

nature — trees, flowers, 

grass — grow in silence; see 

the stars, the moon, the sun, 

how they move in silence. … 

The more we receive in silent 

prayer, the more we can give 

in our active life. We need 

silence to be able to touch 

souls. The essential thing is 

not what we say, but what 

God says to us and through 

us. All our words will be  

useless unless they come 

from within — words which 

do not give the light of Christ 

increase the darkness. 

                  —Mother Teresa 
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Pastoral  Search Committee  

  

Search Continues... 

 

Pastoral resumes/

applications have been 

slow to arrive. The 

search committee is 

continuously focusing 

on the process and  

exploring new ways to 

reach potential pastors. 

We refuse to settle but 

realize, like other 

churches of all faiths, 

pastors are difficult to 

find at this time. We 

appreciate your        

continued prayers and 

support.  

 

Please  continue sharing 

with anyone you think 

might be a good fit. The 
position description is 

available on the church’s 

website under the     

Pastoral Search tab as 

well as on the church’s 

Facebook page. Inquiries 

can be sent to:                  

info@congospencer.org 

 

Thank you for your    

continued prayers and 

support!  

 

Pastoral Search       

Committee Members 

       Congo On The Lakes                  
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Amy Simpson 

Mike Patten 

Nate Schmidt 

John Zinn 

Jennifer Loudermilk 

Vickie Montgomery 

Denny Phillips 
 

 

PASTORAL  

EMERGENCY 

CONTACT 

Pastor Casey will be 

on leave until         

September 20th. In the 

event of a pastoral 

emergency contact: 

Pastor Shurmaine 

McAlpine 

712-592-1636 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

Labor Day 

September 6 

There are many ways to 

contribute to the church 

and your time and talents 

are a very important aspect.  

 

Are you a talented singer or 

musician or just learning to 

play and would like to share 

your journey? The         

congregation would love to 

help you along this path, be 

bold and offer to share your 

talents during worship   

service! 

 

Others may have a talent 

for sharing joy with the  

congregation by being a 

greeter, worship assistant 

or offer to host fellowship 

hour after church by  

providing snacks, and being 

there to visit and greet  

everyone! One smiling face 

greeting others is          

contagious and will spread 

so much joy! 

 

Perhaps you would enjoy 

watching the littles during 

worship in the nursery. 

What a great opportunity to 

help our young mothers and 

fathers so that they are able 

to “hear God’s word”   

without interruption.  

 

If any of these options 

sound interesting please 

contact the church office,  

CMW or CME.  

Parents Needing Help?? 

The Worship Committee 

along with the  Education 

Committee are working on 

accommodating the needs 

of our congregation in 

terms of the nursery during 

worship. If you would be 

interested in utilizing the 

nursery please contact the 

church office."  

Church Stewardship Opportunities 

 Church Events    
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Adult Education 

All adults are welcome to join 

us for Adult Ed beginning on 

September 12th at 9:00 am.  

You will be energized and 

have thought provoking    

conversations. We truly hope 

you will join us.  

 

Confirmation  
Confirmation classes will 

begin on September 26 from 

11:30 –1:00. Lunch will be 

provided by the parents on a 

rotating basis. Classes will be 

held on September 26,     

October 24, November 21, 

January 23, February 27 and 

March 27.  

 

Classes will be led by Joseph 

and Sandy Leggett.  

 

Sunday School 
We hope you can join us 

for our Family Sunday 

School which starts back up 

September 12th at 9:00! We 

will be picking right up 

where we left off with    

Moses & the Israelites, just 

after they've received the 

Ten Commandments. 

Things are going to get even 

more  interesting for our 

religious ancestors as they 

search for the promised 

land, teaching us about our 

relationship with God along 

the way. If you've ever  

wondered how the Old 

Testament can fit into our 

faith today - this is the class 

for you!  

 

 

 

 

Pray As You Go 
There will be a brief pause in 

Pray As You Go from Sep-

tember 3—21 due to the 

Clay County Fair. We will 

resume on September 22 and 

hope that you will join us at 

then.  

 

Pray As You Go is held Mon-

day—Friday from 9:30—9:45 

in the chapel. You can also 

download the app on your 

phone and participate at any-

time day or night.  
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Worship On      

The Queen  

 

Thank you for    

joining us on the 

Queen we were   

88 + strong! 

Women’s            

Fellowship  
Luncheon          

September 30           

at Minerva’s. Meet at 
the church at 11:00 

for a 11:30 lunch. Call 

if you need a ride.  



From the grave’s depths, 

Lord Jesus Christ, you 

emerged, breaking the 

hold of sin, death and 

hell, that those who trust 

in you might share in 

your righteousness, life 

and beloved community 

 

 

 

RC Car Day... 

Engaging our youth in a fun and family 

friendly event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you ever wonder if 

Jesus laughed? The    

Gospels don’t mention it, 

and I’ve often wondered 

why. Surely as both fully 

man and fully divine, he 

found the humor in    

everyday life. They say 

that laughter is the best 

medicine and I have found 

this to be quite true. 

Simply making the mental 

effort to look for the  

silver lining on those 

cloudy days (which is  

always there by the way) 

helps in untold ways. In 

fact, according to Christ 

those cloudy days are 

part of the process     

toward laughter. In 

Luke’s version of the  

Beatitudes: He tells his 

disciples that “Blessed are 

you who weep now, for 

you will laugh.” What do 

you think he could mean 

by this? How is it that 

weeping can lead to 

laughter? In a different 

translation of the same 

passage He says, “You’re 

blessed when the tears 

flow freely, joy comes in 

the morning.” Isn’t that 

just like Christ? To give 

us advice which seems 

completely backwards at 

first? Perhaps if we could 

have been there, we may 

have heard a slight loving-

chuckle to His tone. 

 
If we take just a moment 

and meditate on this idea, 

the truth becomes clear. 

When we do the spiritual 

work to finally become                   

 

real, vulnerable and open  

then the release of all 

that we’ve kept hidden 

will cause tears to flow. 

This can be a painful   

process (why many of us 

avoid it at all costs.) 

However, if we can allow 

such healing to take 

place, then we get to  

enjoy one of the best 

things in life – the    

laughter of a soul set 

free. 

 
I pray that you will follow 

Christ’s suggestion and 

be willing to weep, to be 

vulnerable, open up and 

be honest. If we can trust 

the teachings of Christ 

(and we can) then true 

tears are just a step    

towards true joy.  

 

Contemplative Corner: 

VBS—Success 

the church news section 

from Viviane and Pearl 

Whittenburg. Sounds like 

they enjoyed it as well! 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

What a remarkable VBS we 

had! Outdoor praise for 

opening and closing, adult 

leaders teaching life skills as 

well as fun activities.  

 

The PF slumber party was 

another hit with the youth, 

our adults participating are 

still trying to catch up on 

our sleep! 

 

Thank you to all of the   

volunteers, young and    

experienced alike. This 

could not have been as  

successful without all of 

you! 

 

Please note the thank you in 
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The memories have 

been made- Let’s Share 

the Fun! The group has 

started digging up     

history. Listening to  

stories from our      

heritage is always fun 

and sure to bring a 

smile to your face.   

Carrie Nelson          

remembers what a large 

PF group the church 

had in the late 1970’s. 

Karl and LaVonne     

Peterson were the main 

youth leaders and they 

organized a Greyhound 

Bus full of First Congo 

PF and the Peterson 

Church PF youth to  

attend the  National 

Conference in Boston 

in 1976. The Fellowship 

with other PFer’s 

throughout the Nation 

gathering together was 

meaningful and heartfelt. 

Carrie recalls visiting 

several of the important 

historical sightseeing 

monuments and also 

Nigari Falls during the 

trip. Dedicated and lots 

of fun were the        

Peterson’s to take on 

that many youth       
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traveling together,   

Carrie says LaVonne 

and Karl were leaders 

for quite some time and 

they helped the youth 

to create a lifetime of 

memories of fellowship 

and Christian love 

growing together in 

their Faith as PF Youth 

of First Congo.  

If you have stories to 

share please let us hear 

them! We are planning 

a great party to        

celebrate our heritage 

July 9th & 10th of 2022 

and we want everyone 

to be a part of the    

fellowship.  

The committee     

members are: 

 Kella Klinker-Simonin 

Tom & Katie Howe 

Randy Van Dyke 

Bob Rose 

Betty Weikum 

Shelly Robison 

Emalee Weuve 

 Dawn Weuve 

Linda Edwardson  

Kathy Anderson  

150th Anniversary Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LaVonne & Carl 

Peterson 

Tom & Wanda Nelson 

Family 



 

Taylor Allen 

5981 Stevens Road 

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060 

(son of Gregg & Kris Allen) 

 

Evan Ball 

4120 Van Buren Avenue 

Sutherland, IA 51058 

(grandson of Jackie Ball) 

 
Brandon Black 

11501 Maass Road #206 

Bellevue, NE 68123 

Brandon.black85@yahoo.com 

(son of Jon & Lori Black) 

 

Major Mark Ivey 

6 Elgallo 

Cedar Crest, NM 87008 

(husband of Cara           

Wilkerson-Ivey) 

 

Nathan Jones 

141 Marauders Bay 

Beaufort, SC 29906 

(son of Deb Jepson) 

1st SGT Jared Leonard 

6932 Sockeye Avenue, Unit D 

Jber, AK 99506 

(son of Barb Mugge) 

 

Adam Norgaard 

519 East 10th Street 

Spencer, IA 51301 

(son of Linda Norgaard,     

grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 
 

Major Kathryn Polking 

949 MDVSS 

APO, AE 09366 

(sister-in-law of Alison Munter) 

 

Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan 

PSC 817 Box 3327 

FBO AE 09622 

(grandson of LaVonne Peterson) 

 

CPL Nicholas Sundblad 

P.O. Box 493 

San Clemente, CA 92674 

(son of Steve & Wanda 

Sundblad) 

PVT Daniel Wilkerson 

Fort Lee, VA 

(will be moving soon) 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 

 

Captain Matt Wilkerson 

1310 W. Wrightwood Ave., 

Unit R 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson) 
 

 

to humankind, and your 

service to Christ. When 

you give with this spirit, 

then you are giving the 

fullest capacity of your 

spiritual, physical and 

mental resources. 

 

A true gift is a portion of 

your self. When you give 

in this manner, you      

become an instrument of 

God. It is the gift of love.  

 

Thank you for your    

generous gifts to the 

Capital Campaign Roof 

project as well as your 

continued weekly/

monthly/yearly tithing.  

It is important to         

remember that tithing is 

an attitude of giving. The 

amount you give or how 

it compares to the gifts 

of others doesn’t really    

matter. 

 

What matters is that 

when you give, you give 

of   yourself, all your 

loving concern, your 

affirmation of devotion 

to God, your good will 

What we'd like to 

hear in church 
• Hey, it’s my turn to sit 

in the front pew! 

• I was so enthralled, I 

never noticed your     

sermon ran longer than 

usual. 

• I’ll volunteer to be the 

permanent junior high 

Sunday school teacher. 

• I love it when we sing 

hymns I’ve never heard 

before. 
• Because we’re all here, 

let’s start the worship 

service early. 

• Pastor, we’d like to 

send you to this Bible 

seminar in the Bahamas. 

Remembering Our Military  

Tithing                     Words We Wish To Hear         
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Send a card, note or 

care package to our 

dedicated service 

men and women.  

• Nothing inspires me 

and strengthens my 

commitment like our 

annual stewardship 

campaign. 



First Congregational Church 

is a member of the National 

Association of 

Congregational Christian 

Churches and the Iowa-

Nebraska Association of 

Congregational Christian 

Churches  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept 29 Larry Dailey 
 Eric Norgaard 
 Emma Whittenburg 
 

 
September Anniversaries 
 
Sept 2 Charley & Nancy Whittenburg 
Sept 3 Mark & Susan Wedel 
Sept 4 Bill & Judy Orrison 
 Gerald & Sandi Wilmot 
Sept 6 Randy & Judy Van Dyke 
Sept 8 Bill & Carol Kettelkamp 
Sept 13 Porter & Lauren Hall 
Sept 14 Mark & Cara Ivey 
 Mike & Kalli Miller 
Sept 15 Rick & Barb Wilkerson 
Sept 16 Jim & Karen Dellinger 
Sept 19 Rob & Marty Kluender 
Sept 20 Gary & Linda Ter Wee 
Sept 21 Eric & Katie Van Tassell 
Sept 22 Larry & Pam Trosin 
Sept 23 Brian & Heidi Hancock 
Sept 28 Wes & Amy Simpson 

September Birthdays 
 
Sept 1 Dale Woolery 
Sept 2 Jo Anne Tuttle 
Sept 7 Norma Drake 
Sept 8 Marybeth Quattlebaum 
Sept 10 Tom C. Howe 
 Max Moser 
 Christy Craig 
Sept 14 Erica Meendering 
 Jersey Norgaard 
Sept 17 Barb Wilkerson 
 Ethan Heiter 
Sept 19 Kaye Price 
 Everly Slawson 
Sept 20 Katie Howe 
 Bill Zinn 
Sept 21 Jack Schomaker 
Sept 23 Ryker Bibler 
 Tommy Gerlock 
 Mike Miller 
Sept 24 Rod Meendering 
Sept 26 Bonnie Crosser 
 Peggy Halverson 
 Bill Kettelkamp 
 Laura Van Tassell 
Sept 27 Stella Gerlock 
Sept 28 Amy Johnson 
 Nathan Jones 
Sept 29 Doug Rose 

September Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Visit us on Facebook 

First Congregational Church 

1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301 
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org 

FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 

Pastor: Casey vanderBent pastor@congospencer.org 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry: Joseph Leggett 

familyministry@congospencer.org 

Church Secretary: Michelle Tullberg  

office@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist: Elina Ozolins 

Chancel Choir Director: Deb Jepson/Judy Hemphill 

Bell Choir Director: Jessica Jans 

Building Managers: Jodie Marlow and Lori Haburn 

 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. 

Bound by our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by 

loving, helping and supporting our church family and others through fellowship,     

missions, and outreach. Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s 

grace by freely thinking and building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of 

God.  

Mission Statement 

Happy Birthday  

& Anniversary  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Secretary 

9:00—4:30 

 

Joseph 

Tue—Friday 

10:00—3:00 

 

Pastor  

Mon—Wed 

10:00—3:00 

 

 


